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Agnew Case
Is Outhned
By Probers

sthmgton

Attorney General Elhot
Richardson met with Vice
President Spiro Agnew
early this month and out-
lined the substance of the
evidence gathered by fed-
eral prosecutors in Balti-
more against Agnew.

The New York Times has
learned: - that the key ele-
ments of the case presented
to Agnew were the follow-
ing: v

' @ More than 20 Marylarid
businessmen told plosecu-
tors that they had given
cash payments to Agne\\ as-
sociates in return for stdte
and government contracts
and that they believed some
of the money was being fun-
neled to Agnew.

® At least three of the Ag-

new associates the business-
men ' named were said to
have told. the prosecutors
that they turned over some
of the payments to Agnew
The three are Lester Matz
- and; Jeromé B. Wolff, engi-
: neermg consultants in Balti-
, mote, zand.-Allen I. Green,
_.once.one. of Agnew’s olo;est
persanalafmenﬂq i st IR

@ Matz told prosecutors
that he made one payment
of- $2500 to Agnew in the
summer of 1971 in 1eturn:f01
his- help in getting someone
‘@ job in the General Serv-
‘ices Administration.

Matz said that he turned
over the money to Agnew in
the presence of J. Walter
Jones, a Maryland banker
and pO].’ltlLal supporter of
Agnew, But Jones has pub-
‘licly denied participating in
kickbacks or witnessinglany
being made. .

| STOPPED ',
Some time before they be-

Gan to talk to the prosecu- :
tor's, Matz and Wolff went to

George White, Agnew’s
long-time personal attorney,
and told him that if the fed-
eral investigation in Balti-
more was not stopped if was
going to involve the Vice
President - because they
wouldy tell what they l’new
the sources said. Be

‘sultants firm

ite denied..during a tel-
ephone intet “agt night
that Matz and Wolff had ap-

* proached him about the in-

vestigation.

A spokesman for the**i}us«
tice Department confirmed
last night that Richérdson
had met with Agnew about
the case. He said the.meet-
ing was held on August 6 to
supplement . the information
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vice pres1dent fl om
e Beall, the U.S. attor-

Baltimme which in-
d Agnew that he was
under investigation.

While none of the former
aides who said that they had
separately given kickbaeks

to Agnew have been corrob-
orated by other witnesses

_ sources said that the cumu-

lative evidence collected
thus far is enough for the
prosecutors to seek an in-

dlctment against Agnew and.

< PAYMENTS

three former Agnew
tes have emphasized

to Agnew both when
/as governor of Mary-
land ‘and when he was vice
president. -

Green has told the prose-
cutors that he gave kick-
baclx.§ to Agnew five, times

More Agnew news
,on Pages6and 7.

a yea‘r u*ltil 1969 and shghtly

less often since he became .

vice president.

Green was said to be the :
strongest witness against:

Aﬁnew thus far because of

“his reputation and the. fact

that he was one of Agnew’s
closest personal friends.
Gheen  isy. president
Green Assomates Incs an
engn;leeung concern based

in Towson, Md. One of the,

concern’s seven vice presi- |
dents is Richard Beall, a

brother of George Beall, the,

U.S.. attorney for Maryland
who ‘is heading the 1nvest1-

~ gation.

~ CONSULTANTS _
Matz is a partner in the
Baltimore engineéring con-
fiMatz, Childs

president of Grelnex Envi- -

ronmental Systems Ine., a
swbs?fd;pry of thed. E. Grein-
er @6., another engineering
consultants firm, Both. the .
Matz and the Wolff concerns
. Won numerous contracts with
' the istate while Agn ew was
. governor. G |

tloned by the pros ecutors in
“the case include I. H. Ham-
merman, a Baltimore in-
vestment ‘broker. It is not
known what position he has
taken .about cooperating in
the investigation. Hammer-
man  was one of Agnew’s
closest advisers on financial
matters  when ‘Agnew was
governor, along with Wolff
and Jones.

The ‘specific statutes on
which the prosecutors have
based their investigation are
bribery, conspiracy, tax ev-
asion and violation of the
Bobbs Act, which deals w1th
extortion. -

Agnew denounced as
“damned -lies” reports that
he took kickbacks, during a
televised press conference
on August 8, the day after
news broke of the investiga-
tion: involving him.

He said then that he had
no expectation of being in-
dicted and had no intention
of Tesigning from office. He
said rpmors that he had
done anything illegal as gov-
ernor of Maryland or as vice
president were “fa,lse seur-
rilous. and malieious.”
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