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ore, Says Das

The Stain of Watergafe May Spre&d Across the Land

By Miles Benson

Newhouse News Service

WASHINGTON — “Stay
tuned advises Sam Dash,
chief counsel of the Senate
. Watergate Committee. '

Dash is telling inteviewers
that the story still untold
about the tactics of presi-
dential politics may be more
important even than the
ugly picture of the White
House and the men who
worked there already pre-
- sented in 17 days of public
testimony.

But he’s telling little else

about the espionage and sa-
botage and fund-raising’

practlces of Pesident Nix-

on’s 1972 election campaign. *

Spreading Stain

‘Dash does hint that the
stain of Watergate, previous-
Iy confined largely to the
capital, - may spread over
much of the United States,
as the committee follows the
trail of “‘dirty tricks” and
the sources of the more than
$50 million that flowed into |
the coffers of the Committee
to Re-Elect the President.

The seven questioning sen-
ators have scattered for va-
catigns, but Dash and the
stafg investigators of the Se-
lect Committee of Presiden- -
tial Campaign Activities al-
ready have begun intensive
preparation for the second
and third phases of the his-
toric inquiry, even as Presi-
dent Nixon prepared to re-

spond to the revelations and |

accusations of Phase One.

A Month Te Geo

A tired-looking David M. |
Dorsen, assistant chief coun-
sel, crossing the Capitol
grounds last week after the

Stay funed

‘hearings = recessed, was

~ asked if ‘he was going to 1

' take time off for a rest.

in; i'here S, more Jo come, say§5am Dash

i
" *Yeah, about 12 hours,”

‘Dorsen SIghed

{ Until the recess, Dash,
wDorsen and most of the com-
ml‘ctee staff were absorbed
in the day-to-day workof the
hearings .and the subject |
matter of the still unfinished
Phase One: The planning,
execution and cover-up of

the burglary of the Demo- |

. cratic National Committee
+ headquarters at the Water-
. gate on June 17, 1972.

was assigned to explore the

, other aspects of the 1972 ok .
¢ 1c candidates.

Segretti is under indict- |
| ment in Florida on charges

} Now, with only a month to‘ “of circulating defamatory

pull together the evidence on

election campaign of which
[ the Watergate break-in and
l buggmg were a part.

the rest of the Watergate
story, Dash said the staff
work will be “around the

T'in mtles alound the country,

; Dash said.

~ “In Phase One, everything

ington because it involved

jan incident that occurred

}ihg\l’é‘,” Dash said. “But the

. espionage occurred all over

the country and the cam-

m paign finance matters are
r? all over the country. It's

~ now a nationwide investiga-
tlon "

. fo bare the activities of Don-

L ald Qegrettl the young Cah-;
Only a skeleton work force |

fornia lawyer employed by
Nixon campaign forces to
bedevil opposing Democrat-

| campaign 11terature falsely

clock.” Investigators are al- i
ready interviewing witnesses

accusing Democratic Sena- [
tors Hubert Humphrey of”

. was concentrated in Wash- .
lb

i

~ Phase Two of the Water- |
_ gate hearings are scheduled:

; into it for the first ti

and Henry Jack-
'W‘asmgton%i sexual
m conduct

“the committee intends to
‘iuvestlgate allegations that

|
|

corporatmns regulated by

ythe federal government
were pressured gy
" paign contrlbuulons"” and that
« White House political agents
attempted to turn the Inter-
-nal Rvenue Service into a
‘eapon to harass “‘enemies”’
the administration.

- “These will be perhaps the
' most important phases of

f

' sists.

I tive in the legislative area.
CAfter all, we don’t really

{ -need new laws against wire

| tapping, burglary and eaves-
dropping: But this whole
area of what’s fair or foul in
‘Presidential elections is very
‘murky, and we’ll bg% etting

the investigation,” Dash in- |
“It will require the |
|'committee to be more crea-

— -




