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Quick Clearance Seen Aiding 'Agnew 
But 'He's- Fighting for His Life' 

By Lou Cannon 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Some of Spiro T. Agnew's 
trusted advisers were saying 
yesterday that the allega-
tions of wrongdoing against 
him could turn into a golden 
political opportunity for the 
Vice'  resident. 

Agnew himself, budyed by 
public support for his tele-
vised, denial of the allega-
tion, flew out to Palm 
Sprmgs, Calif, for a four-
dayllioliday at the home of 
entertainer Frank Sinatra. 

The vice president was de-
scribed as "feeling a sense 
of relief" after bluntly de-
scribing charges that he 
took kickbacks from govern-
ment contractors as 
"damned lies." 

Agnew is mindful that ei-
ther successful prosecution 
or a long delay in resolution 
of the tax fradd and bribery 
charges for which he is be-
ing investigated could end 
his political career. But he 
was described by those close 
to him as believing that his 
position will be enhanced if 
he is quickly cleared. 

"He's fighting ,.for. his 
life," said one adviser. "But 
if he wins, •it will be a whole 
new ball game." 

It is the adviser's view 
that Agnew will have, estab- 
lished himself as a political 
force in his own•right-and as 
a rallying point for, Many 
who support the ,Nixon- 
Agew ticket last fall if he 
succeeds in convincing the 
American people of his in-
nocence. 

In an effort to accomplish 
this, Agnew supporters said, 
the Vice President intends 
to turn over to prosecutors 
the financial records de-
manded in a letter last week 
by" U.S. Attorney George 
Beall formally informing the 
Vice President he was• under 
federal investigation. 

Agnew left unresolved in 
his press conference Wed-
nesday the question of 
whether he would actually 
turn• over the records. He 
said he would "make availa-
ble at the appropriate time 
and in the appropriate way 
to the appropriate authori-
ties, as determined after 
cons4tation with my coun-
sel, whatever records, my 
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own body for interrqgation 
—whatever is needed." 0. 

However, Agnew added 
that there are I "certainly 
high unprecedented consti-, 
tutional questions that mns, 
be considered." 
Agnew's supporers that the 

Despite the belief among 
Vice President actually in- ' 
tends to turn over the re-
cords, his attorneys here, de- 
clined to comment 	what 
course' Agnew will Yollow. 
They did ask for and receive' 
an extension of yesterdas 

,deadline ordering that 'the 
records by turned over but 
gave no indication whether 
the delay was substantive or 
prcedural. 

Any long .delay would be 
harmful to Agnew, his sup-
porters believe. One , said 
that only 'a quick resolution ', 
of the charges in Agnews t 
favor can save . the Vice 
President. ),;s ,first rst responses to 
new's televised press confer- k•
ence appeared to be over 
whelmingly favorable to the 
Vice President. Of the first 7  
219 telegrfms, 214• supported _ 
the Vice.President„ 2, 

Western TJnien fn Mash- 
ington reported the tele- 

gra 	 only the 1, • 
over 	a 	f one a  

, 

minute Wednesday morning 
 I 	 , 	• 

and said this was from the 
message wire to the Vice 
Presidents office on Capitol 
Hill. 

telephones 11-1‘ Ag-
new's office were swamped 
by favorable calls moments 
after he finished his,.press 
conference. 

But there was a cool 
action -in the White House. 

White House aides were 
mindful that numerous ac-
counts of the Agnew press 
conference drew a contrast 
between the Vice Presi-
dent's prompt denial and 
PreSident Nixons long delay 
in responding to Watergate 
charges. 

Reports circulated at the 
White House that Mr. Nixon 
had been sharply critical of 
Agnew in a meeting be-
tween the President and 
Vice President on Tuesday. 
On Agnew's side, it was 
led that the Vice 
 entered that meeting, 

which lasted for an hour 
and three-quarters, having 
already decided to hold the 

press conference. 
He informed the 1Presi-

dent of what 'he planned to 
do rather than asking his 
advice, sources close to Ag-
new said. 

He informed the Presi-
dent of what he planned4 to 
do 'rather than asking his 
advice, sources doe to Ag-
new said. 

For the third successive 
day, deputy press secretary 
Gerald L. Warren was asked 
to give a White House vote 
of confidence to Agnew. 

Warren again declined to 
do so in unequivocal terms, 
but this time he drew atten-
tion to Agnew's statement of 
Wednesday in which he said 
the President had expressed 
his confidence. 

While dodging a direct ex-
pression of the President's;,  
own full confidence in 
new, Warren also declined 
to discuss constitutional is 
sues raised by the kickback.  

,investigation. When report-
lirs asked if. Agnew would 

dermine the President's 
fusal to furnish tapes and 

e cuments in the Wafergate 
ease if the Vice President 
produced his financial re-
cords, Warren replied that 
"its not a parallel situa-
tion. 

He said that it was 
"obviously" why the two sit-
uations were not in any way 
Parallel and repeatedly ,de-
Cried to discuss the i e 

ther. 
What was "obvious" f 

the point of view of Ag 
siipporters was that politic41 
contrasts would be drawn 
between the Vice President 
and the President if Agnew 
complied with the prosecu-
tor's request and Mr. Nixon 
did not. ' And there was 
every indication yesterday 
that the drawing of con-
tilsts was perfectly accept-
able to the Vice President, 


