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'Removin‘g Politics
From Justice Dept.

Washington _
Attorney General Elliot
Richardson announced

yesterday that as part of
‘his effort to depoliticize
the Justice Department,
every department employ-

ee will henceforth be re-
quired to report any con-
versation about Justice
Department matters they
have with outside parties

— including congressmen,

their staffs and other gov-
ernmental officials.

The new reporting system

Wl]l discourage approach-

"'hby persons with improp-

er motives, he said. “Only

news media representatives

are excluded” from the re- .

strictions, he asserted.

The attorney general also
announced that senators and
congressmen will no longer
be allowed to announce
Justice Department grants
to their home areas — be-
cause, he said, those an-
nouncements create the
public impression that the

senator or congressman had-

some sort of influence onthe
results when, in fact, he had
nothing to do with it.”
‘“Having taken office as
attorney general in the midst
of the darkening cloud of
suspicion and distrust en-
gendered by Watergate, I
recognize it as my first duty
to do whatI can to ehmmate
the causes of distrust,”” he
told delegates to the Amerl—

‘can Bar Association meet-

ing here.
SUSPICION

And one of those causes,
he said. was ‘“‘the suspieion
that political considerations
or political influence csn ¢ol-
or ! the admlmstratlon of JUS-
tice.’

Richardson told the law-
_yers that he himself was fore-
“swearing politics, that he
expected his “principal col-

leagues” to do the same,

and that he hoped ‘‘those who
follow” him will do likewise.
The office of attorney gen-
eral has been political in
the past, he said, but in view
‘of Watergate,
longer be so.
In his speech Richardson
noted that in the wake of
Watergate, many people

it could no.

* suspected that the laws were

applied differently to the

i rich-and to the poor, to the

strong and the weak.
' FAIRLY :
He is considering creating
an i‘inspector general’s of-
fice’” within the Justice De-
partment, to insure that the
laws are. applied tairly and
consmtemtly across
board, "he said. William
Ruckelshaus, President Nix-
on’s nominee for deputy at-
torney general, will head a
committee to study the idea.
Richardson also acknowl-

the

edged that many people .

- suspect that the Justice De-:

partment “is not being suffi--

ciently honest in its com-
munication with press and
public,” and pledged to “im-
prove the department’s can-
dor and openness.”’

Then, in a somewhat star-
tling admission, Richardson

said that the department ,

had no ““‘comprehensive crim-

AP Wirephoto

ELLIOT RICHARDSON
Me issued the orders

inal.justice planning ca-
pacity’’ — despite its ““con-
sistent preachment to the
states’ that they have such
planning. Indeed, he said,

“we lack the criteria for in-.
telligent choice” in making
plans.

MARIJUANA

The American Bar Asso-
ciation officially condemned
yesterday many unethical or
illegal activities committed
by lawyers involved in the
Watergate affair.

It also called for the de-
criminalization of the pos-
session and ‘‘casual” non-
commercial distribution of
mamuana and to decrimin-
alization of non-commercial
sexual conduct between con-
senting adults.

The ABA convention end-
ed here last night. h
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