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Vice President Spiro Ag-
new was aware that he was 
under federal investigation 
as .early as mid-July but in-
formed President Nixon 
about it only hours before 
the story became public., 

Sources close to Agnew 
said the Vice Pcident had 
"an inkling s ral weeks, 
ago" that he Was being in-
vestigated for possible viola-
tion of bribery, conspiracy 
and tax laws. He is knomin 
to have discussed the issue 
with his old friend and per-
sonal attorney, George W. 
Wigte Jr. 	, 

White, a Towson lawyer 
who has been Agnew's 
troubleshooter when legal 
questions arose in the past, 
issued a terse "no comment" 
wiroten asked about the report 

,. yesterday. 
The Vice President was 

formally notified of the ‘in-
vestigation last week in a 
later hand-delivered from 
George Bean, the United 

dates attorney for Mary-
d, to an Agnew attorney. 
sident Nixon was fin-

ed of this developrfient 
gnew either Sunday/ or 

nday at Camp Davifil, ac-
ding toWhitec,<,H,ous: 

sources. 
,White House deputy press 

seoretary G 'raid L. Warren 
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said the' President was 	ti- 
fied about Agnew's 4 te- 
ment affirming his in40' 
cengibefore it was isaugd 
Mo y night. But haigwauld . 
not go beyond this„:.aeclar-
ing at one point that 

lie 
 

'R 
why I can% 

p 
"not going to get into 
cussion of 

	'' - 

cussit . .." 

Among the questions...War-
ren declined to answer Were 
queries about whether Ag-
new had actually spoken to 
the President and exactly 
when the notification was 
given.  

Nor would Warren issue a 
statement proclaiming presi-
dential support of Angew. 
Instead, he repeated over 
and over what he had said 
Monday night—that the 
Vice iresident had "issued a 
statement" and that the , 
White House had no com-
ment at this point.  

Agnew hat s been in virtual. 
'public 'public seclusion since June 
1.4 when he spoke to the. Na-
tiqw1 Association of Attor-
neys, General in St. rouls 
and condemned the Senate 
Watergate hear,iziA for-- in- 

dinging in ea sross perver-
sion ..of justice'' he 'said .  

could 'ruin the lives of 6 in-

nocent men. 
In that speech Agnew sup-

ported Watergate Special 
Prosecutor Archibald 0x's 
plea to the Senate coiknit-
tecf that hearings be sus-
pended pending prosectition. 
Otherwise, said Agnew, the 
hearings would "muddy-  the 

waters of jtistice beyond,  re-

demption" ' by trying the 
Nixon administration "be-
fore the court of,, public 

opinion."  
The Agnew speech was 

`welcomed by the embattled 
Nixon administration on two 
grounds. First, there Was 
the Vice President's awn 
-freedom of taint in .,the 
Watergate case. SecondlYT  it 

was known that 4gnew„up 
until a week before tide 
speech had been weighing.a 
course of action some Oils 
supporters called "the Cool-
idge option." 

This is in reference to,the 
silence of Vice , PreSident 
Calvin Coolidge in the:,, face 

of scandals that embeelled 
the, 4dministration ofp$esi-
dent:Warren Harding.':COol-
.idge succeeded to the,:presi-
dency when Harding died 
and was then elected to a 
term in his own right. , 

speech • in St. , 
supported to sig- 

hts emergence 'on the 
Watergate issue as a vigor- 

ous defender of the Presi- 
dent. But .it didn't turn out 
that way. 	' 

‘4-  
Political supporters of the 

Vice President told" him 
soon afterward thathe re-
sponse to the speech was 
sponse to the speechl was 
negative because, as one Ag-
new backers put it, "the gen-
eral public feeling was. that 
Agnew was just sounding 
the party line to shut it 
dawn and cover it up:" 

The VicevP.resi;‘*it did 
nit subsequently 	his 
lint of attack, though he 
neler undercut Mr. Nixon. 

"17n June 12, the day after 
the" St. Louis speech, he 
gave an essentially unpoliti-
cal talk on world trade to 
the Michigan Manufacturers 
Association in Lansing. He 
spoke again on world trade 
and foreign policy issues on 
June 28 to the annual con-
vention of Lions Interna-
tional in Miami Beach. 
-.Agnew's next public 'ap-
pearance came more than a 
month later, when he spoke 
Ji 	31 to the Worldwide 
A icultural Attache Con-
ference in Washington. 
Trade was also the theme of 
this speech, which was so 
uncontroversial that one 

wire 'Service.' gave it only a 
three-paragraph story. 

The only passing, refer-
ente to Watergate issues in 
this talk occurred near the 
end of the speech when Ag-
new said: 

"Government is proceed-
ing, and new initiatives for 
peace are going forlyard. 
The alleged paralysis is 
more a paralysis of think-
ing, an attitude which per-
vades too much in Washing-
ton these days." 

Agnew's inactivity for the 
past six weelt has been de-
scribed by some intimates as 
greater than 'at any other 
time. But that has not been 
because of a lack of willing-
ness on the Vice President's 
part. 	- 

Despite Agnew's publicly 
stated desire for an impor-
tant role in the Nixon ad-
Ministration's "New Federal-
ism" prograrns, he has not 
been asked 'to resume his 
first-term role as an emis-
sary of the administration to 
state and local government. 

Agnew's chief service for 
the administration• has been 
meeting with visiting heads 
of foreign states. He also 
cast an important tie-break-
ing vote in the Senate last 
month. 

,Otherwise, in the words of 
Agnew Press Secretary 

arsh Thomson, the Vice 

President "has been sticking 
.close .to the office.",He has 
also found times for fre-
quent rounds of golf with 
such partners as ,presiden-
tial -counsellor Melvin R. 
Laird and House' Minority 
Leader Gerald R. Ford. 

Golfing partners of the 
Vice President say he plays 
frequently but has learned 
.to conserve time by driving 
, from green to green and 
marking himself down for 
two putts without actually 
putting each hole. He has 
also been playing tennis 
whenever he could. 

Some vice presidential 
sources indicate that Agnew 
was well advanced on a "low 

ofile" policy even before 
became aware of the Ma-

ryland investigation. 

"There are problems with 
any speech now," one Ag-
new intimate said last week. 
"Until the (Watergate) hear-
ings are over, you run into 
the constant business of 
having to dance on eggs 
about what you respond to." 

Others who are closeteto 
Agnew believe the Vice 
President's well-developed 
inclination to say as little as 
possible on.  Watergate was 
deepened by knowledge that 
he 'would soon 15k74tenaed in 
stories about the Baitlinore 
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investigation. They ,offer no 
insight' on why he did not 
immediately inform Mr. 
Nixon about the investiga-
tion—although they say it is 
possible the President 

;learned of the investigation 
: anyway from Justice Depart-
ment sources. 

Agnew's own response to 
8the report of possible aw vi-
olations contrasts sharply 
with the White Hose re-
sponse to first news of the 
Watergate break-in,t which 

`press secretary Roneld L. 
Ziegler termed "a third-rates 
burglary." Fie days later 

Pyesident Nixon said the 
,easg was under investgatioh 
by the proper authorities 
and that he would decline 
comment. 

In the Ag,e,w case, the • 
Vice Presidee immediately,  
declered his innocence of 
any wrongdoing, issuing i"." 
statement before  many of 
the news ostlets that re, 
ceived it had become aware 
6f the investigation. 
flinch, so he imediately , preparedthe statement de-' 
Oaring his innocence" said • 
Thomsin. Thomson added, 
that Agnew intended to re-
main "as effective a member , 
of the, aduthistration as pos-
sible",and speak out .vvher- . 

t it would 
- do some good. 
Thompson said. Agnew spent 
yesterday "doing office 
Work" in his suite of rooms 
in the New Executive Office 
Building. The Vice Presi-
dent declined to make any 
further comment about the 
on-going investigatio n 
after the brief declaration 
of innocence he made the 
night before. 

• • 


