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‘Washingtcn Insight

A Look at the Men
‘Around Nixon

i

f‘AS,AN investigating unit, the Senate
Watergate committee is like an out-

. fielder who can only catch a pop fly when

.the ball is about to hit him on the head.
. Yet week after week the committee keeps
;‘éoming up with spectacular new finds.
How come? :
The answer lies in the nature of the
“Nixon White House. The President drew
“around him men who competed furiously
to do his hidding or advance his interest.
“They not only committed horrors, they
“also mistrusted and hated each other so
“much that they could not cooperate in hid-
_ ing the evidence from eventhe most inept
.gumshoes.
Consider first the astonishing record of
. committee discoveries. Last week the
“Committee surfaced an explosive White
.4ouse memorandum on the administra-
- tion’s secret dealings with ITT. That docu-
“ment alone implicates the President, the
Vice President, and several former cabi-
net members in dubious, and in some cas-
es, criminal actions.
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EFORE that the committee stum-

bled wpon the fact that the President
had kept secret tapes of his conversations
“and phone calls. Prior to that the commit-
tee walked into the administration’s “ene-
my list.” ,

Behind all of these development’s there
is the shadow of the President himself.
“Mr. Nixon moves like a man playing .a
part in history. He refers unblushingly to

“my time on the great world stage.”

The other side of that coin is that Mr.
Nixon sees his political opponents not
merely as men belonging to another par-
“ty. To him they are connected with beliefs
“or interests inimical to the national desti-
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ny and way of life. They are enemies, out
to get him.

Mr. Nixon’s original White House staff
was built in conformity with those in-
stincts. At its heart, the man closest to
him, was the principal figure in last
week’s Watergate hearings, former White
House chief of staff Bob Haldeman.
Haldeman quite simply worshipped Mr.
Nixon.
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NART from having this attitude
himself, Haldeman tried to enforce it
upon everybody else working for the Pres-
ident. The inner atmosphere of the admin-
Istration, not surprisingly, was one of poi-
sonous acrimony. Feuding among such
principal figures as Haldeman, special
counsel Charles Colson, counsel John
Dean, Attorney General John Mitchell and
chief domestic aide John Ehrlichman was
constant and almost random in its pat- "
tern. All of the hig disclosures have come
as a result. :

- The ITT memo was written by Colson

. in an evident effort to knock out the nomi-

nation of Richard Kleindienst to be Mitch-
ell’s chosen successor as Attorney Gener-
al. The enemies list was surfaced by
Dean as part of a campaign to get Colson
who had been particularly critical of
. Dean’s testimony in the Watergate hear-
ings. The tapes came to light because a
Haldeman subordinate, Alexander Butter-
field, was not trusted enough to be told
“that their existence was supposed to be
-kept from the committee. )

Far from renning dry asso many have
repeatedly predicted, the Watergate in-
vestigation will probably continue to yield
.more sensational discoveries.



