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Scandal 
Without 
End 

As an investigating unit, the Senate 
Watergate Committee is like an out-
fielder who can only catch a pop fly 
when the ball is about to hit him on 
the head. Yet week after week the 
committee keeps coming up with spec-
tacular new finds. How come? 

The answer lies in the nature of the 
Nixon White House. The President 
drew around him men who competed 
furiously to do his bidding or advance 

' his interest. They not only committed 
horrors, they also mistrusted and 
hated each other so much that they 
could not cooperate in hiding the evi-
dence from even the most inept 
gumshoes. 

Consider first the astonishing record 
of committee discoveries. Last week 
the committee surfaced an explosive 
White House memorandum on the ad-
.ministration's secret dealings with ITT. 
That document alone implicates the 
President, the Vice President, and 
several former Cabinet members in 
dubious, and in some cases, criminal 
actions. 

Before that the committee stumbled 
upon the fact that the President had 
kept secret tapes of his conversa-
tions and phone calls. Prior to that 
the committee walked into the ad-
ministration's "enemy list." 

• • Behind all of these developments 
there is the shadow of the President 

-• himself. Mr. Nixon's approach to the 
presidency is unique because of its 
self-conscious character. He moves like 
a man playing a part in history. He 
refers unblushingly to "my historic de-
cisions for peace," and "my time on 
the great world stage." 

The other side of that coin is that 
Mr. Nixon sees his political opponents 
not merely as men belonging to an-
other party. To him they are connected 
with beliefs or interests inimical to the 
national destiny and way of life. They 
are enemies, out to get him. 

Mr. Nixon's original White House 
staff was built in conformity with 
those instincts. At its heart, the man 
closest to him, was the principal figure 
in last week's Watergate hearings, for-
mer White House chief of staff H. R. 
Haldeman. 

Mr. Haldeman quite simply worship-
ped Mr. Nixon. It is well known that' 
apart from toiling endlessly for the 
President at the office his one hobby 
was showing home movies of himself 

, with Mr. Nixon. In his prepared testi-
mony he spoke of Mr. Nixon as one of 
"America's greatest presidents," and 
called his own service for the President 
"the high point of my life." 

Mr. Haldeman would stop at nothing 
in working to baffle those who were 
against Mr. Nixon. Testimony last 
week showed that, months after the 
election, he personally tried to make 
public a rural' that Sen. George Mc- 
Govern .1.10..Sathergsl an ills 	" 'child. 

Apart from having this attitude him-
self, Haldeman tried to enforce 'it upon 
everybody else working for the Presi-
dent. Privately around the White 
House he was known as "Himmler"—a 
reference to Hitler's chief cop. Even in 

official memos he was called the "lord 
high executioner." 

The inner atmosphere of the admin-
istration, not surprisingly, was one of 
poisonous acrimony. Feuding among 
such principal figures as Haldeman, 
special counsel Charles Colson, coun-
sel John Dean, Attorney General John 
Mitchell and chief domestic aide John 
Ehrlichman was constant and almost 
random in its pattern. All of the big 
disclosures have come as a result. 

The ITT memo was written by Col-
son in an evident effort to knock out 
the nomination of Richard Kleindienst 
to be Mitchell's chosen successor as at-
attorney general. The enemies list was 
surfaced by Dean as part of a cam-
paign to get Colson who had been par-
ticularly critical of Dean's testimony 
in the Watergate hearings. The tapes 

came to light because a Haldeman sub-
ordinate, Alexander Butterfield, was 
not trusted enough to be told that 
their existence was supposed to be 
kept from the committee. 

Finding new information in these 
circumstances is as easy as shooting 
fish in a barrel. Far from running dry 
as so many have repeatedly predicted, 
the Watergate investigation will proba-
bly continue to yield more sensational 
discoveries. 

For Watergate is not, as Mr. Nixon 
has recently been saying, just about 
"small, vicious, murky, unimportant 
things." It is about Mr. Nixon's whole 
mode of operation, his system of gov-
ernment. That is why it has been so 
hard to put a stopper on the scandal 
and why the President's authority con-
tinues to ebb. 
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