
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak , 

A
udits for L

aw
rence O

'B
rien 

Im
m

e
d
ia

te
ly

 a
fte

r L
a
w

re
n
c
e
 F

. 
O

'B
rien

 filed
 h

is W
aterg

ate su
it as 

D
em

ocratic national chairm
an, P

resi-
dent N

ixon's senior aides developed an 
obsessive interest in causing tax trou-
bles for him

. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 reliab
le so

u
rces fro

m
 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se, O

'B
rien

 b
ecam

e 
E

nem
y N

o. 1 there after the W
atergate 

burglary. It w
as O

'B
rien w

ho then led 
th

e p
o
litical attack

 to
 co

n
n
ect th

e 
crim

e w
ith

 P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
's h

ig
h
 

co
m

m
an

d
. F

earfu
l ab

o
u
t w

h
at m

ig
h
t 

b
e u

n
co

v
ered

 th
ro

u
g
h
 O

'B
rien

's law
-

suit against the C
om

m
ittee for the R

e-
E

lection of the P
resident, N

ixon aides 
responded by planning a counterattack 
against him

. 
T

he S
enate W

atergate hearings have 
revealed that the W

hite H
ouse probed 

private sources of incom
e for O

'B
rien, 

u
n

p
aid

 as n
atio

n
al ch

airm
an

. B
u

t th
e 

hearings did not develop that presiden-
tial aides conferred at length about in-
ten

sify
in

g
 In

tern
al R

ev
en

u
e S

erv
ice 

(IR
S

) pressure on O
'B

rien, T
his pres-

su
re w

as reflected
 in

 m
em

o
ran

d
a 

w
h
ich

, m
ay

 still b
e in

 W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

files. 
O

'B
rien

's tax
 tro

u
b
les b

eg
an

 after 
his election on M

arch 5, 1970, for a sec- 

o
n
d
 h

itch
 as D

em
o
cratic n

atio
n
al 

chairm
an. T

he IR
S

 ordered an audit of 
his 1969 tax return. In 1971, the IR

S
 au-

dited 
h
is 1

9
7
0
 retu

rn
. N

eith
er au

d
it 

produced significant additional reve-
nue for the governm

ent. B
ut after the 

W
aterg

ate su
it w

as filed
, th

e IR
S

 o
r-

dered a re-audit of his 1969 tax return 
—

again, w
ithout significant recapture 

of taxes. 
O

'B
rien's accountant, an experienced 

tax practitioner, inform
ed him

 the au-
d
its w

ere co
n
d
u
cted

 w
ith

 u
n
p
rece-

d
en

ted
 in

ten
sity

. B
u
t n

o
n
-b

iased
 tax

 
experts believe it w

ill be very difficult 
to positively link the IR

S
 audits w

ith 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

b
sessio

n
 to

 g
et 

O
'B

rien. 
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T
he continued isolation of P

resident 
N

ixon from
 the outside w

orld, perhaps 
m

o
re

 in
te

n
se

 th
a
n
 e

v
e
r sin

c
e
 th

e
 

W
atergate scandal broke, unnecessar-

ily prolonged a dangerous vacuum
 of 

U
.S

. leadership in V
ietnam

. 
T

hat vacuum
 began last M

arch w
hen 

G
rah

am
 M

artin
, U

.S
. am

b
assad

o
r to

 
Italy, w

as nam
ed to replace E

llsw
orth 

B
unker as am

bassador to S
outh V

iet-
n

am
. B

u
n

k
er, co

m
p

letin
g

 a lo
n

g
 an

d
  

d
istin

g
u
ish

ed
 ten

u
re in

 S
aig

o
n
, th

u
s 

becam
e a lam

e duck at a critical m
o-

m
ent in V

ietnam
. H

e left his post M
ay 

11, but a slow
-m

oving S
enate did not 

confirm
 M

artin as his successor until 
Ju

n
e 1

4
—

ex
ten

d
in

g
 th

e v
acu

u
m

 an
-

other full m
onth. 

M
artin w

as prepared to leave for his 
new

 post im
m

ediately after conferring 
w

ith M
r. N

ixon. B
ut M

artin, like m
any 

o
fficials b

efo
re h

im
 w

ith
 a sim

ilarly
 

im
p
o
rtan

t n
eed

 to
 see th

e P
resid

en
t, 

sim
p
ly

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t o

b
tain

 an
 ap

p
o
in

t-
m

ent. A
fter cooling his heels in W

ash-
ington for a full m

onth, M
artin finally 

w
as granted an appointm

ent w
ith M

r. 
N

ixon for T
hursday, July 12. 

B
u
t o

n
 Ju

ly
 1

2
, th

e P
resid

en
t w

as 
h
o
sp

italized
 w

ith
 v

iral p
n
eu

m
o
n
ia. 

M
artin left W

ashington July 15, w
ith-

o
u
t th

e b
en

efit o
f h

av
in

g
 co

n
ferred

 
w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
, arriv

in
g
 in

 S
aig

o
n

.  
July 17 to finally end the vacuum

. 
In the -view

 of w
orried U

.S
. officials 

in
 V

ietn
am

, th
e ab

sen
ce o

f a p
er-

m
an

en
t am

b
assad

o
r in

 S
aig

o
n
 .co

n
-

trib
u

ted
 to

 an
 ab

sen
ce o

f U
.S

. p
o

licy
 

at a tim
e w

hen the C
om

m
unists w

ere 
sk

illfu
lly

 u
sin

g
 th

e cease-fire to
 im

-
p

ro
v
e
 th

e
ir m

ilita
ry

 p
o

sitio
n

 a
n

d
  

develop a "third V
ietnam

" w
ithin the 

borders of S
outh V

ietnam
. 

• 
0+.9 

F
o
rm

er G
o
v
. Jo

h
n
 B

. C
o
n
n
ally

 o
f 

T
exas has quietly em

barked on a path 
m

any close friends predicted he w
ould 

n
ev

er tak
e: th

e ru
b
b
er ch

ick
en

 b
an

-
q
u
e
t c

irc
u
it to

 e
sta

b
lish

 h
is n

e
w

 
credentials as a R

epublican—
possibly 

a R
epublican presidential candidate. 

C
onnally gave state R

epublican head-
q
u
arters in

 A
u
stin

 th
e - g

reen
 lig

h
t 

ab
o
u
t a m

o
n
th

 ag
o
 to

 start sch
ed

u
l-

in
g
 ap

p
earan

ces fo
r h

im
 acro

ss th
e 

country. O
ut of hundreds of requests 

pouring into A
ustin (as m

any as 60 in 
one w

eek), C
onnally has accepted tw

o 
so far: the kickoff banquet of the R

e-
p
u
b
lican

 state co
n
v
en

tio
n
 in

 S
an

 D
i-

eg
o
, C

alif., S
ep

t. 8
, an

d
 th

e an
n
u
al 

T
runk and T

usk R
epublican dinner in 

P
hoenix, A

riz., S
ept. 16. 

S
u
ch

 ap
p
earan

ces are essen
tial fo

r 
ex-D

em
ocrat C

onnally to m
elt the re-

serve of R
epublican regulars if he is to 

have any chance for the G
O

P
 presiden-

tial nom
ination in 1976. B

ut m
any vet-1  

eran
 C

o
n

n
ally

-w
atch

ers felt h
is d

is-
taste fo

r g
ru

b
b
y
 cam

p
aig

n
in

g
 w

o
u
ld

 
preclude such a necessary course. 

0 1973, Field Enterprises 


