Justice Dept. Is

l; ;éed to Seal

Computer Files on Crime Cases

i

WASHINGTON,  Aug.
(AP) — A coalition of Congress-
men and lawyers demanded to-
day that the Justice Department
seal its computer files on crimi-
inal offenders until it can impose
‘new restrictions to protect indi-
vidual rights. o
. The group threatened Attor-
‘ney General Elliot L. Richard-
ison with a Federal court law-
Isuit if ‘he rejects the demand.

The coalition was led by Sen-
ator Edward W. Brooks, Repub-
lican of Massachusetts, Repre-
sentative Michael J. Harrington,
Democrat of Massachusetts, and
Barry Goldwater Jr., a Republi-
can of <(California, and Gov.
Francis W. Sargent, Republican
of Massachusetts.

They offered to the Justice
Department an administrative
petition prepared by the Law-
yers Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law and supported by
the American Civil Liberties Un-
ion. -

The group accused Mr. Rich-
ardson and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation director, Clar-
ence M. Kelley, of ignoring con-
statutional rights by maintain-
ing instant-recall computer files
on thousands of individuals. The
files often are incorrect, incom-
plete and unnecessary, the group
assertde. i C

The Justice Departemnt de-
clined comments, pending a re-

<o

view of the group’s formal com-
plaint.

The petition specifically al-
leged that F.B.I. data collection
procedures did the following:

QFailed “to insure the accur-
acy or completeness of the data
on individuals,” by amassing ar-
rest records without indicating
later whether charges had been

'droppd or the individuals had -

been acquitted or convicted.

JAllowed “virtually uncon-.

trolled access to the data” to
employers and other agencies
“for the purpose of clearing em-
ployment,
granting of credit and other bas-
ic rights.” The F.B.I, maintains
that only law enforcement of-
ficials have access to the files.

¥Included the unnecessary fil-
ing of “a host of minor offenses,
many of which are misdemean-

ors involving no harm to

others.”
As a result, the group said,

““individuals .whose names ap-

pear in the files have been de-
nied employment, have been
given stricter sentences, and
have been treated more harsh-
Iy by parole boards.”

A spokesman for the lawyers’
committee said the group had
chosen to file an administrative
complaint because of its dissat-
isfication with Mr. Richard-
son’s response to a plea for new
Federal restrictions.
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