RELETSR 0P TApES
OPPOSED BY HAIG

President’s Chief of Staff
Fears Precedent Would
Mean Further Demands

Alexander M. Haig Jr. says
that he opposes selective re-
lease of the secret tapes of
President Nixon’s conversations
with  his assistants, because
Watergate defendants accused
of perjury would then insist on
complete disclosure in an effort
to exonerate themselves.

The White House chief of
staff also contends that release
of any tapes to the Watergate
committee would give Congres-
sional committees investigating
the secret bombing of Cambo-
dia and the Soviet wheat deal
an “equal right to insist on the
tapes that covered: their par-
ticular question under review.”

Mr. Haig made his remarks
in an interview with with Mike
Wallace, a newsman for the
Columbia Broadcasting System.
The interview was broadcast
last night on the C.B.S. pro-
gram, “60 Minutes.”

. Mr. Haig said he had favored
full disclosure of the tapes un-
til he had discussed the “legal
and political” implications and
the “constitutional issues in-
volved” with the President’s
senior advisers. He then decided
that the tapes ‘“would not be
a major factor” in arriving at
the truth. ' ‘

‘Calculated Defense’

The former Army vice chief
of staff, who assumed his pres-
ent post May 4 but officially
tetired from the Army this
week, said that the White House
had been in a “period of calcu-
lated defense” because the
President had been “the victim
of a number of charges and in-
nuendo that have been carried
very extensively in the Ameri-
can press.”

Mr. Haig said another reason
for not releasing the tapes was
the fact that the “President
may have said things, which if
brought to public conscious-
ness,” could do “severe dam-

age, not only to the .individual,
but even more importantly, to;
the institution of the Presidency'
itself.”

Asked if he thought the
President had a legal right to
order burglary in national sec-
urity cases, as former White
House aide John D. Ehrlichman
asserted -in his testimony be-
fore the Senate Watergate com-
mittee, Mr. Haig said that such
acts had been ‘“authorized
historically in our country
by Presidents,” and added that
breaking and entering had been
authorized ‘under recent, previ-
ous administrations.

Mr. Haig said that in “the
context of the business of this
Government, its role interna-
tionally and its mission for the
American people, Watergate
has been blown out of con-
text.” But he declined to criti-!
cize members. of the Senate|
committee—“I couldn’t holdl
them in higher respect”—or!
the press, which he said is|
“doing what it should do.” ’
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