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Ex-CIA Chief
Tells Senai'ors
Coverup Pressure

sthmgton

The.former head of the Cent'ral Intelh
Ageney told the Senate Watergate committee yesf, .
day~that he had to resist White House pressures in -
order' to keep the ageney clean of involvement in the |
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Watergate coverup.

Richard Helms;fhe form.
er CIA dlrec?t%%who*ﬂasnow
? dor to Iran
¥ 4

dlled having warned an-
e intelligence offieial
summer to (hSl‘
> House “feelel; e

" e

General Robert; E
Cushman Jr., the Marme
Corps comma.ndant who had
beefi Helms’ deputy ini1971,
described ‘a “request’* from
John D. Ehrlichman’that
prompted -him to rewrite a
memorandum that would
have linked the former
White House aide to E.Ho-
ward Hunt, one of the Wat-
ergate conspirators. |

Both former 1ntelhgence
officials gave testimony con-
flicting sharply with the
sworn statements made ear-
lier by Ehrlichman and by
H. R: Haldeman in their ap-
pearances before the. Senate
Select Committee on Erem-
dential Campa1gn Actlvmes

Ehrhchman Pres1dent
Nixon’s former domestie af-
fairs adviser, insisted last
week that he had no re-
collection of a 1971 telephone
call to General Cushman to
arrange for Hunt to gef,CIA
spying equipment 'and ;false
1dent1ty papers.

But Cushman testlﬁed*sthat
the official minutes of: aJuly
8, 187, CIA staff, imeeting
showeli sthat” he “definitely
stated that Ehrlichman had

placed the call. a,,
him. & ‘
Cushman%ﬁestlﬁed he hadl
written a ‘memo Jan.' 10)
1973, saying he ‘“‘cannot re-
call .at this late date who
placed the call,” because
Ehrlichman had told hlm in
December 'he was _“‘oul
town 'ﬁt the time

it Flunt tgi

call, qnd couldn fl‘iwe made ‘

itg

e liﬁ@s challenged fest;-

;pn v glven earlier this
week by Haldeman, the
President’s former thef of
staff, about a meeting in the
White House on June 23, 1972
— six days after the Water-
gate break-in.

According to Haldeman/’s
account of the meeting,
Helms and the current depu-
ty director of the CIA, Lieu-
tenant General Vernon  A.
Walters, had been unable to
assure him that the Water-
gate inquiry being conduct-
ed by the FBI would not
compromise intelligence ac-
tivities in Mexico.

Helms said yeste
however, that H:
had ‘made only “‘an.
*ent reference” to a
problem in Mexico ‘and had
not :sought his Judgment 6n
it directly. Instead, Helms
wellt, on, Haldeman had
turned to Walters' and in-
structed him to tell the F FBI
that' it would be “‘desirable”
for the 1nvest1gat1on 1;} | Mex-~
ico t0 be ‘‘either tapered.off
or reduced.” 4

Helms said that when he
and Walters left the White
House, he told his de uty to
disregard Haldem
structiods and

l‘n'mself to reminding L. Pa-
«Gray ITI, then the act-
é’kﬁirector of the FBI, that
the two agencies had a long-
standing agreement to notify
each other if their investiga-

| tions crossed paths.

FUNDS
Subsequently, Helms said,

% he learned -that funds con-

trlbuted to President Nixon’s
re - ‘election committee had:
been channeled to one of the
. Watergate burglars through
a lawyer in Mexico City, and
the rintelhgence agency had
assured the FBI that it had
no connectmn with the law-

' yer.

Much of the testimony

. that Helms and Cushman
~ gave consisted of an oft-

told tale. They had already
testified in closed sessions
before - four separate con-
gressional committees with
juridiction over the CIA.

This was the first appear-

ance by the two men on
-Watergate before amnational
television audience, howev-
er, and they provided some
additional new twists to
their testimony and consid-
erable insight into the world
of professional intrigue.
Helms, a cigarette chain-
i smoker at ease in front of
the'senators and cameras' in
his. dlplomatlc pinstripes,
called the Watergate bur-
‘glary amateurlsh in the
extreme” and explained that

breaking and. entering with- #

© out, .getting, calght was

something < ‘better’ left . 3:'"0

those: fwhe do it lullrtnne
|y  SAFE T, Ty
©ishman, his four silver

stars gleaming on the epau-

. of his Maring;Corps

liye drab uniform, spoke of ;

& downtown Washington '
“safe house” where the spy
to(ﬂs were turned over .to
it ;
dore importantly, yggt,el-
s~ testimony p].p«j;;qed
gIe additional conflictsin
a ecord already burdened -
Viéx contradictory versmns
of ‘the’ break-in and coyerup
last year. ; ) Wik

% . Regrets A

Helms told the senators
that he had “genuine regrets
about being pressured’¥into
assisting the White House in
1971 in developing a psycho-
logical profile of Daniel flls-
berg, who leaked copigs:of
the Pentagon Papers to the
New York Times and other i
newspapers.

Perhaps the most compel—
ling part of Helms’ . test1~
" mony was his public infima-
t1on, in reply fto several
questions, that he had been
forced to resign from the
CIA after having declined to
assist on matters 1elated to

Watergate.
Asked ifhe had conslgel ed
resigning, he said, . “I

thought I could take care of
the agency better if I stayed
where I was.’

Helms said that las Nov—
ember 20, PreSIdent
had told him that he W,
to “make a change’’ ‘at the

agency. and wished He“}m
who was nearing re’mrement
-age of 60, to assume a di-
plomatic post. 4

“You did nof have any ! im-
pression that you were being.
pushed out?”. asked Senator
Herman E. Talmadge (D-
Ga.).

“Well, it was not put to
me fithat way, anyway,”’
Helms negl;ed g
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