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In 3iStS It Controls Tapes 
that he listened to a March 
21 tape involving conversa- 
tions between the President, 
Dean and Haldeman. Accord-
ing to his testimony, Halde- 
man was present for 40 min-
utes of the 105-minute 
meeting in the President's 
office. 

It was at that meeting, ac-
cording to Dean's testimony 
before the committee, that 
he discussed a Watergate 
cover-up with the President. 

The other tape listened to 
by Haldeman was of a Sept. 
15, 1072, tape, where Dean 
said he first mentioned the 
Watergate cover-up to the 
President. 

Haldeman said he listened 
to the March 21 tape in an 
anteroom of his White 
House office in mid-April but 
wasn't sure whether this 
was before or after April 17, 
when Mr. Nixon announced 
that he had learned on March 
21 of "major developments" 
in the Watergate ease. 

According to Haldeman's 
testimony, he heard the 
Sept. 15 tape after he had 
resigned from the White 
House. This was in July; two 
weeks after Dean testified 
before the commttee. 

Warren said that two 
White House aides had also 
listened to tapes. They are 
Stephen B. Bull, the ap- 

pointments secretary, and J. 
Fred Buzhardt, special coun-
sel. 

Buzhardt listened to a 
tape of a March 20 tele-
phone call between the 
President and Dean, Warren 
said. He said Bull listened 
to a tape to give the Presi-
dent a rest on June 4 after 
Mr. Nixon had spent most of 
the day listening to the re-
cordings. 

Warren again declined to 
say how many hours the 
President spent listening to 
the tapes. However, House 
Minority Leader Gerald R. 
Ford • (R-Mich.) last week 
quoted presidential counsel-
lor Melvin R. Laird as say-
ing that Mr. Nixon had 
spent "10 to 12 hours" listen-
ing to tapes before reaching 
his decision not to make 
them public. 

In his July 23 letter to 
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-
N.C.), chairman of the Sen-
ate Watergate committee, 
the President maintained 
that "the tapes could be ac-
curately understood or in-
terpreted only by reference 
to an enormous number of 
other documents and tapes, 
so that to open them at all 
would begin an endless 
process of disclosure, and ex-
planation of private presi- 

dential records totally unre- 
lated to Watergate ..." 

For this reason, the Presi-
dent continued, the tapes 
would remain under his sole 
personal control. 

"None has been tran-
scribed-or made public and 
none will be,' the letter con-
tinued. 

In his testimony yesterday 
Haldeman insisted that he 
had obeyed the President's 
instructions about confiden-
tiality as a private citizen 
just as he had as White 
House chief of staff. He said 
he had not transcribed the 
tapes but rather had made 
notes of them. 

Haldeman conceded in re-
sponse to a question from 
Sen. Lowell Weicker (R-
Conn.) that the tapes were 
"not physically" under con-
trol of the President while 
Haldeman had them. But at 
the White House, Warren 
declined to even discuss this 
point or to say how it was 
that the President knew 
that the tapes had not been 
altered. 

Warren said that the Pres-
ident—and the President 
alone—will reserve the right 
to determine who may listen 
to the tapes. 

"I'm not' opening or clos-
ing any doors," he told re-
porters. 


