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Senate Watergate committee chairman Sam

J. Ervin Jr. (Dem-S.C.), accused the:Whii es-
terday of collaborating with'H. R. Héggﬁan%%% 2

:

stage

his testimony about a tape recording the comrmtiee

has sought unsuccessfully-
from President Nixon to
establish what he knéw
about the Watergate' cov-
erup.

During yesterday’s hear-
ings Ervin characterized
Haldeman s testimony about
the tape recording of a
March 21, 1973, White House
meeting as “counterfelt ev-
idence” and a calculated
leak of ‘Haldeman’s version
of what the tape shows.

Former White House coun-
sel John W. Dean III has

testified that Mr. Nixon indi- -

cated at the Marech 21 meet-

ing that he knew about the |
tion that President Nixon, as

‘recently as three weeks ago,

~ coverup. Haldeman testified
Monday and  yesterday,
however, that the: tape
shows . the President was
trying to find out about and
stop ‘any coverup, although
Haldeman’s account’ corro-
borates most of the ‘details
testified to by Dean. -

VIEW

Ervin said yesterday that

the White House had made
only a “powder puff objec-
tion* to Haldeman’s testify-
ing about the tape recording
of the meeting between Mr.
Nixon and Dean a meet-
ing ‘at which Haldeman him-
self had been ipresent for
only part of the time. §.

“Is would say- that the
clear indication 'is that the
White House’s counsel want-

ed Mr. Haldeman. to

ireveal his interpretation’ of
;the tapes to the publie,” Er-

The extended discussion oi

that Presuient Nixon has re-
posed in Haldeman. '

Haldeman testified that he
had been asked twice by
President Nixon — once be-
fore April 30, while he was
still on the White House staff
and then again in July—
to listen to tapes of presiden-
tial conversations and repo

contents. . ]
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Despite this firm indica-

entrusted important assign-
ments to Haldeman, tpe
White House former chlef of

i staff sought in his testlmony
.yesterday to minimize the

importance of his role in the
White House.

Haldeman continqauy?ex-
Back Page Col. 5
From‘ Page 1

about the Watergate 'affan
many policy decisions made
in the White House and the
Nixon re - election commit-
tee, and stated he could not
recall details of several
meetings in which he partlc—
ipated.
Haldeman sa1d with pride:
$61 trled to run a tight ship,
and think succes;fully
most of the time . ‘e did
‘throughout the. White ‘House

operatlon operate on whatis
iin; ssomes views as a
zero' defect system. We at-
tempted to do everythmg
right.”

Haldeman - acknowledged
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that he played a major role
in overseeing what informa-
tion went"to Mr. Nixon di-
rectly, but said he did not
play any substantive role in
formulation of policy.

“I would not want to im-
ply that I was a part of the -

policy-making process in
terms of substance,” Halde-

. man said in answer to a

question. “I was interms of

procedure ”

In contrast to the aggres-
sive testimony of his close
friend and associate, former-
presidential domestic advi-

sor John D. Ehrlichman, -
Haldeman was a  soft-
spoken, cordial witness,

smiling often, occasionally
appearing even shy.
Haldeman’s - gentle man-
ner in responses to even the
most hostile questions, was
in’ contrast to the otherwise

. increasingly acrimonious at-

mosphere of the hearings,
with the" ranking minority
member, Senator Howard H.
Baker Jr. (Rep-Tenn.), and
minoirty counsel Fred
Thompson clashing openly
with majority counsel
Samuel Dash.

At the same time, Halde-
man’s lawyer, John Wilson,
attacked Dash and argued
Wlth Ervin over questions
being asked of Haldeman.

Haldeman had. told the
committee in his opening

statement that he had lis- .

tened to two of the tape re-
cordings of fimportant meet-
ings held between Mr. Nixon
and White House Counsel
Dean, during which “the

Watergate affair was dis-

cussed?

Under further questlomng
vesterday, Haldeman ac-

knowledged that through his
Iawyers he had informed: the
‘White House . on. Sunday of
his intention to discuss/his
knowledge of the tapes Pres-
ident Nixon has ref ed to
turn over to either fhe: Sen-

ate committee or/to special‘

Watergate prose¢utor Archi-

hald Cox. N AT
OTHERS

In addition, Haldeman re-
vealed that he had several
other tapes in his possession
although he chose to listen
to only two —recordings of
the Sept. 15, 1972, and March
21, 1973, Nixon-Dean meet-
ings — saying that he

- thought it 1mproper to listen
to tapes of the other meet-
ings, in which he had not
‘participated.

He testified he was pre-

sent at all of the September

15 meeting and 40 minutes of
‘the March 21 meeting.

Halderman also revealed

that three weeks ago,

around July 10 or 12, he had
kept several of the tapes, for
two nights in a closet in his
home and that the tapes
were left there unguarded
while Haldeman was away
hom the house. . "%
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