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Ehrhchman

By Peter A. Jay
Washingtion Post Staff Writer

John D. Ehrlichman
‘ended five grueling days of
testimony before the Senate
select Watergate committee
yesterday with a stern reaf-
firmation of his belief his
own actions and those of his
President have been beyond
reproach.

The austere former presi-
dential assistant for domes-
tic affairs apologized for
nothing under sharp andin-
creasingly testy questioning
and portrayed himself to the
last as a man who fought ev-
ery effort to cover up the
growing Watergate scandal.

As he finished his testi-
mony, Ehrlichman looked at
the television cameras and
called to “Young America”
not to shun public service
but to seek it—though he
warned that those who come
to Washington will “encoun-
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Ehplichman’g testimony, the
eommittes focused its atten-
tiohien a few Areas—espe-
ecially White House efforts
té ‘eondedl any connection
from it to the June 17, 1072
burglary 6f the Watergate
offices of the Demoeratic
Natmnal Committee.

sBut  Ehrlichman  stiffly
mamtuned that he did net
know of any White House
involvement in the break-in
—other than the fact that
convieted conspirators E.
Howard Hunt Jr. and G.
Gordon Liddy had been em-
ployed in the White House—
until this spring, and that he
promptly turned over in-
formatmn he acquired to
federal prosecutors.

He did change his testi-
mony under queéstivning on
one point yesterday, how-
ever, and told the committee
that he now believes he did
diseuss the Watergate break-
in with President Nixon on

June 20, 1472 Barlier, he

had testi!ied that the sub-
jeet did not come up at that
meeting. :

_“I have rechécked what
skei¢hy notes I have and
find .that I was in error on
that,” he said yesterday. “I
am.sure there must have
Beeh some discussion of the
Watérgate with the Presi-
dent on that occasion.”

Earlier in the day, Sen.
Lowell P. Weicker (R-Conn.)
noted a eontradiction ‘be-
tween what Ehrlichman was
saying . in internal White
Hotise telephone conversa-
tionis and what he was. tell-
ing newspapermen- at the
game time. But this inconsis-
tency between internal dis-
. eussions and what the press
wak told was shrugged off
by the witness as routine.

" Weicker read an interview
Ebrlichman gave the Chi-
eago. Tribune, published
April 2, in which Ehrlich-
man discussed the pending
nomination of L. Patrick
Gray—a friend of Weicker—
16 be permanent director of
thé FBIL “The President
supports Mr. Gray’s nomina-
tion enthusiastically and has

ter a local culture that scoffs
at patriotism, family life and
morality- Jus’r as it adulates
the opposite.”

Ehrlichman recalled that
g previous witness, 30-year-
old former White House
aide Gordon 'S. Strachan,
told the committee that af-
ter his searing experience in
the center of American po-
litical power he would -ad-
vise young people “to stay
away.”

“Gordon said ‘stayaway,”
and your gallery laughed,”
Ehrlichman said, referring
to the highly partisan and
sometimes obstreperous au-
dience that has packed the
hearing room day after day.
Ehrlichman said he did not
agree with Strachan, and de-
clared that wunless young
people “come and do bet-
ter,” the government will be
lost to “seatwarmers and
hacks.”

Yesterday, = Ehrlichman
sparred repeatedly with
Samuel Dash, the commit-
tee’s chief Democratic coun-
sel as Dash went back over
testimony of the last five
days and sought to under-
score apparent contradic-
tions between Ehrlichman’s
version of the complicated
events of the last year and
the accounts of other wit-
nesses.

But although Ehrlichman
made it plain he considered
himself to be on hostile
ground, he said at the end
of his nearly 24 hours of tes-
timony he thought the com-
mittee was making a serious
effort to unravel the Water-
gate affair.

“It’s'an earnest effort on
the part of the committee to
do its job ‘effectively and
they’re finding it hard to do,”
said the 48-year-old lawyer,
smiling and apparently re-

JUL 31 w73

Reafflrms Actmg Legally

laxed, to a group of report-
ers as he left Capitol Hill.

Though the members of

the committee evidently

could have prolonged Ehrl-

ichman’s questioning fur-
ther, chairman Sam J. Ervin

Jr. (D-N.C.) moved the ses-

sion along at a brisker pace
than'in the past.

Several senators, and
chief Republican counsel
Fred Thompson, relin-
quished their allotted time
so that Ehrlichman’s former
White House colleague, H.
R. (Bob) Haldeman, could
take the stand by mid-after-

noon and begin reading a

two-hour prepared state-
ment. ’ .
Yesterday, as earlier in
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Ehrlichman says Water-
gate committee prober ex-
amined tax returns “for
days at a time.” Page A18

Irom: the begmning, knri-

iehman said in the inter--
view. “No one else is under“

conszdeution at all.”

In ‘& telephone conversa-
[ast Mareh 7 or 8 be-
tween Ehrlichman and
Dean; recorded by Ehrlich-
min and placed in the hear-
ing record, Ehrlichman said
GraMhose nomination
was in trouble—should be
left to “twist slowly, slowly
in:the wind,” and Dean said
the ,President had told him

he .didn't think Gray was -

“smart enough” to head the
FBL -

3 Asked by Wexcker to ex-
plain the discrepancy, Ehrl-
iehman  was  unruffled.
“What I may say to John
Dean privately, the in-house
disenichantment with that
nominatien, certainly would
never be reflected in state-

‘ments to the press,” he said.
. “Until the Président de-
cides that he is going to

Have to withdraw that nomi- -

nation, then by George .-
we are going to root for the
team.”

“Can we paraphrase ‘By
Geébrge’ (as meaning) ‘we
are: going -to lie to the
press’?” Weicker. said.

“We are c¢ertainly not go-
ing to indicate to the press
dur disenchantment, that is
right,” . Ehrlichman = said.
Gray’s nomination was with-
drawn April 7, five days af-
ter the Tribune interview
appeared. -

Ehrlichman made it clear
at the outset of his testi-
mony l4st wéék that he
wantéd to providé answeérs
té all thé quéstions about
hig possible involvement
with all the Watergaterela-
ted matters before the com-
mittee, and he said yester-:
day he believéd he had done
£0.

But he also had a second-
ary objéctive, he said: “To
raise a voice for the Presi-
dent, who i§ unrépresented
hére. As your questions de-
veloped,” he went on, “T had
no opportunity to do so as
hi§ adveécate, I only shed

some light on faets which
disproved a few of the false
allegations which have been
advanced against him here.

“I do not apologize for my
loyalty to the President any
more than I apologize for
nmy love of this country. I
6nly hope that my testimony
here hag somehow served
them both.”

It Ehrlichman had satis-
fied himself that he had put
to rest all the questions, he
had c¢learly not satisfied all
the members of the commit-
tée and its staff—and partic-
ularly not Dash.

Dash, a Georgetown Law
School professor, and Ehrl-
ichman have each deéemon-
strated a facility for getting
under the other’s skin—and
the frietion between the two
was never greater than yés-
terday. Neither lost an op-
portunity to needle the
other.

In marked contrast to pre-
vious witnesses, who have
submitted docilely and even
apologetically to sharp ques-
tioning, Ehrlichman seldom
failed to counterattack.

Following. are a few sam-
ple exchanges, more notable
for their tone than their
content:

Ehrlichman: I do not
know, Mr. Dash I was more
mterested in your assertion
than anything else.

Dash: I was just reading
(ffom a transcript). I was
not inserting.

Ehrlichman: No. Asser-
tions, not insertions.

. Dash: Well, you do know,
as.a matter of fact, the rea-
son for that is that after Mr.

Ehrlichman: Are you go-

ing to testify now, Mr,
Dash? .
Dash: No, no.

Ehrlichman: = Well, I
couldn‘t possibly agree to
that very long question, Mr.
Dash. There are so many
things wrong with it,

Ehrlichman: You have a
way of festooning your ques-
tions, Mr. Dash, with facts
that are apparently only in
your knowledge.



Ehrlichman again denied
yesterday 'Dean’s testimony
regarding politically. sensi-
tive documents found in
Hunt’s safe in the White

House after the Watergate
break-in. T 0l .
Dean has - testified that
Ehrlichman™ told him to
“deep-six” them—sink them
in the Potomac. Ehrlich-
man said he suggested no
such’ thing,, and had them
given personally to Gray for
safekeeping because he
feared the Washington field-
office of the FBI would leak
them to the press. (Gray
later destroyed them, he ad-
mitted publicly this year.
Ehrlichman remarked to

the committee that- Dean :
“testified I told him to get

rid of the briefease, not the
contents.” Dash observed
that Dean didn’t testify that
Ehrlichman told him to
empty the briefease *irst.
On another subject, Ehr-
lichman also said that when
he learned last fall of White
House links to Donald Se-
gretti, a political saboteur
who sought to disrupt the
campaigns of Democratic
presidential candidates in
1972, he recommended they
be disclosed. But he indi-
cated he was overruled.
The hearing was marked

from time to time by angry
clashes among lawyers,
chiefly. involving Dash,
Thompson and John J. Wil-
son, Ehrlichman’s attorney.
At one point, with Thomp-
son and Dash snapping at
one another. across the com-
mittee chairman’s pounding
gavel, committee vice chair-
man Sen. Howard Baker (R-
Tenn.) broke in and re-
marked that “I think what
we are going through now is
evidence that-this commit-
tee is in fact tired” from its

heavy schedule since the’
hearings began May 17.

Both Baker and Ervin
once again were forced to
caution the audience, which
despite repeated = admoni-
tions showed a continuing
tendency yesterday to dem-
onstrate a clear partisan
preference for the commit-
tee over the witness.

- Thompson, foregoing his
final round of questioning
at the end of the hearing,
took note of this.

“I am a lawyer and I am
ysed to courtroom proce-
dure,” he said, “and this wit-
ness has been the subject of
moans and groans from the
audience, hisses, applause,
. . . other demonstrations,
And as far as I know, he i¢
the only witness who has
been subjected to all these
things.’

“I think it’s unfair to the
witness. I don’t think it does
the work of this committee
any good. ...I, for the last
few days’ testimony, have
regretted this situation and
found it personally embar-
rassing.”

Hea'ring onTV
Again Today

The Senate select
Watergate committee wil]
resume its hearings at 9:30
am. today. H, R, (Bob)
Haldeman, who until
April 30 was President-
Nixon’s chief of staff, will
zestify before the commit-
ee.

Channel 7 (ABC-WMAL)
vylll televise the hearings
hye. Channel 26 (WETA)
Will rebroadeast the hear.
ngs, beginning at 8.p.m.

Shortly before FEhrlich-
man finished his testimony,
he was ‘asked by Weicker if
he saw any conflict in the
fact that his attorney, Wil
son, is also representing
Haldeman.

Wilson, a 72-year-old
Washington lawyer who has
been as quick 'as his client
to snap back at the commit-
tee, angrily raised his voice.

_“There is no conflict be-

tween these two gentle-
men (Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman),” he said. « . . I
say that without qualifica-
tion on the basis of more
years of practice of law than
any one of you sitting on
that committee, including
the chairman.” _
Ervin, a former North

Carolina Superior® Court
judge, is 76.

Ehrlichman said he did
not prepare his testimony
on the basis of conversa-
tions with Haldeman, a close

iriend who alse -resigned

from the White House April
30, though he said they
“discussed the subject mat-
ter very extensively.” )

Since  Haldeman left
Washington for California
several weeks ago, he said,

they “have talked with one
another seldom, '
Ehrlichman saig that he
has ‘jspent virtually every
ay since my termination at
the White Hoyse” Preparing
to testify.

When Dash asked him .jf-
when he did talk withe
Haldeman, it was in anti¢i,
pation of his committee a
pearance. Ehrlichman drews
a laugh when he respondg-;ajj
“Mr. Dash, you are not the~-
only girl in town. There aré
lots of other inquiries goin®:-
on.”

After the hearing, asked
by reporters if he thought,
he is in danger of indict-
ment as a result of an invest
tigation conducted by sp&-
cial Watergate prosecutpr
Archibald Cox, Ehrlichmap
said he didn’t think so. el

“I know of no reason wiy
F should be indicted,” hé
said. But he observed thit
“the prosecutor has a real
political problem with g¥
this foofaraw ‘on television’’
and will be under pressuie
to produce indictments ag
the result of his investigs«
tion. 0

In his final statement 3
fore leaving the witnéss
stand, Ehrlichman urged
young people not to be rgl
pelled by government and
stay away, as Gordon Stfa
chan adviked. :

“Our government and oux
politics are only as idealistit
(and) as honest as the Pey-
ple ... who administer the
laws and run the campaigis.
and fulfill the traditionss”
he said. a

“We are either going t0,
have highly motivated able
people running the political
campaigns and filling the of- 5
fices in government or we
will surely have seat-warmi-
ers and hacks who will fill’
those places, and the coul
try will be worse for it. .

“People must be attractedk
who will come here to fight
for what they believe in ang
to work long hours to gef
things done. I hope young
people don’t stay away . .:I-L
hope they do come and dor
better.” s
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By Bob Burchette—The Washington Post
witness chair.

John D, Ehrlichman faces the ‘Senate select Watergate committee for a fifth and final day in the



