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Tax Files

Washington »

John D. Ehrlichman as-
serted yesterday that a
" former Kennedy adminis-
tration aide was allowed
to inspect income tax files
for “days at a time” with-
out having to make a writ-
ten request.

The aide is-Carmine Belli-
no, once a special consultant
to President John F. Kenne-
dy and now chief investiga--
tor of the’ Senate Watergate

committee.
Bellino was already inder

fire because of alleged past

activities.

Last week Republican Na-
tional Chairman George
Bush produced three affi-
davits which, Bush said, de-
picted Belhno as overseeing

. ‘mymg and bug; mg on le—

the 1960 presuientlal elec
tion.

On Saturday 22 Republi-
can senators issued a state-
ment calling for Bellino’s
suspension pending a com-
mittee inquiry into the alle-
gations.

COMMENT

Bellino, who had denied
any involvement in electron-
ic surveillance, said yester-
day he had obtained an affi-
davit that helps to rebut the
accusations against him. He
could not be reached for
comment on the later allega-
tions by Ehrlichman.

Ehrlichman’s remarks
vesterday grew out of alle-
gations by former White
House counsel John W. Dean
IIT that the administration
had sought to use the Inter-
nal Revenuc Service for po-
litical purposes.

Ehrlichman  brought up
the subject during his final
appearance before the com-
mittee yesterday.

SOURCE

As his source he cited the
Congressional Record for
April 16, 1970, which report-
ed the response of former
Senator John J. Williams

(Rep-Del.) to - Democratic

it Jl

charges that the Nixon ad-:
ministration had violated~
federal law by giving a

-White House aide access to:.

income tax returns.

i
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Basing his answer on W11-«~-»»
Liams remarks, Ehrlichman- «+.

said that the Nixon adminis- .
tration had in fact tightened

the procedures for inspec- - -
tion of returns by the White -..:

House by requiring requests
in WI‘]tng, and by keeping
trdck of each request. Only
nine such requests had been .

e

made by April 16, 1970, Ehr-
lichman said. g
By contrast, Ehrlichman.:..

said, under the Kennedy ad—
ministration, ‘“six days aftel
inauguraticn Mr. Bellino. -
spec1a1 consultant to ’r"le
President, called on the-
commissioner of Internal:
Revenue and

inspection of many, many.iw;
tax returns for days at a .o

time.”
According to Senator Wﬂ-

liams’ remarks, as 1ecordpd e

in the congressional record,

Bellino was given peums— e

sion to inspect the IRS files -.
by then IRS Commissioner:
Mortimer Caplin, because:

undertook e~

e

Bellino was “a representa-'in’

tive of the President.”

In addition, Williams quot- e
ed Caplin as stating that-
then Attorney General Rob-- 7"

ert F. Kennedy had askedm
writing for Bellino to review °
IRS files “to coordinate the '

investigation of certain 1nd1— He

viduals” conducted by IRS,*

4,
0.

Justice Department and oth-*

er government agencies.
No member of the com- .

mittee made any responseto "

Ehrlichman’s statement.
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