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President Nixon's closest
aide, said yeqtérday he had

‘1§”f%ned to tépe recordmgs,

of two crucial meetings in
the - White House and that
they do not support asser-
tions by John W. Dean III
that the President knew
of the Watergate coverup.

“Certainly Mr. Dean did
not ‘advise him of it at the
September 15 meeting,” said
Haldeman, formerly ‘Mr.
Nixon’s chief of staff,in a
lengthy opening statement
read to the Senate Watel-
gate Committee.

De-an has said remarks
the::President made at a
meeting in September, 1972
indicated to him that M.
Nixon was aware of the cov-
erup.

Haldeman sard he also hs—
tened to the tape of a meet-
ing last March 21, which
Dean said was the occasion
when he told Mr. Nixon the
entire Watergate story.

Haldeman said Dean gave
Mr. Nixon a rundown on the
break-in and said no one
from the White House was
involved, then told Mr. Nix-
on about funds paid out to
defendants for their lawyers
and families.

Dean also reported on a
blackmail threat from de-
fendant E. Howard Hunt
and said it could cost $1 Iml-
hon

Haldeman said the Presi-
dentiresponded that. “there is
no problem.in raisinga mil-
lion, but it would be wrong.”

Haldeman, once.

would be no proble,
the million.

Haldeman said M
asked leading quest
try to get Dean s v1ewp01nt
and added, “This was'often
the President’s way of doing

ixon

“ thmgs

‘Like John D. Ehrhchman

who: preceded him @sia wit-
ness before the,:w 'ma;mttee
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Haldeman 11151sted that Ml
Nixon will be cleared when
the facts are out. w

" “T have full confidence
when the Yentire truth is
known it will be clear to the
American people that Presi-
dent Nixon had no know-
ledge of either the Water-
gate affair itself or a subse-

: quent coverup,”’ Haldeman

said.

It will be equally clear I
had.no such knowledge or
involvement.”

REPLAY '
Haldeman’s disclosure
that he had heard the tapes
of the two meetings wasthe
first indication that anyone
but the President has heard

a replay.
The recordings, made au-
tomatically in the Presi-

dent’s office, have been the
subject of a constitutional
argument yet to be resolved
by the courts.

Haldeman, one of the
three or four people in the
White House who knew that
the Nixon recording devices
existed, said he heard the

March 21 recording in
April while he was still chief

of staff and the September

' 15 tape in the early part of

July.

“I listened to the March 21
tape in my office at the
‘White House and I listened
to'the September 15 tape in
my residence,” Haldeman
said. He said he made notes.

;- tol

tape.in h1s home. !
’ said Halden‘kan

%one
“Who was present when
you played the March 21

tape"*’

“No one.”

“1 think it’s a strange
thing that Mr. Haldeman
can hear the tapes buf this
committee cannot hear
them,” said Senator Sam J.
Ervin Jr. (Dem-N.C.), the
committee chairman.

The ‘White House, through
‘g letter from the new coun-
sel J. Fred Buzhardt, i
formed Haldeman’s lawyer
the witness could testify to
porns of the meetings he

the instructions were
«if asked to testify
meetings or portions
of meetings which he didnot
attend, but learned solely by *
listening to tapes, Mr.
Haldeman has been mstruct—
it to testify.”

PRIVILEGE v
‘ committee ruled that
the elaim of executive privi-
lege is not valid. Ervin fold
Haldeman “that if you were
perrmtted to hear what the
'tapes’ said, you can tell us
what the tapes said of your
version of it.

Haldeman said he knew of
no ftranscript made of the
tapes.

“Were you authorized by
the President to hear these

tapes‘?” asked Senator How-

ard H. Baker Jl (Rep-
Tenn. ) .
“Yes. ” said He_lldeman.

“I|

heard_ xhemr _at the Presi-

dent’s duthority and for the

purpose of reporting - their
contents to the President.”

release the tapes to the Sen-

ate ‘panel or special Water-
gate prosecutor, said their

contents might be subjectto .

misinfeppretation, but insist-
ed they 'ow hun mnocent

LageL, n  1ne. aay, deputy
press "Secretarg G
Warren acknowled
- two other White Hou S¢
ets had also hear;
| tapes.

He said Stephen V. Bull a
special assistant to the ?res-
ident, had listened to a’"tape

_of a-March 14 Nixon-Dean

mee:tmg and that Buzhardt

heard a recording of a

March 20 telephone ca
tween. the President
Dsean%;‘;

};A

DEAN

Dean had said that on
Sept. 15, 1972, when indict-
ments were returned agamst
the seven Watergate con-
spirators, the President con-
gratulated him on doing a
good job. Dean said he fook
this 'to mean the President
was praising him for keeping
White House personnel out
of the indictments and thus
concluded Mr. Nixon kneW
of coverup efforts.

“There was no mood% of
exuberance or excitement on
the sPresrdent’s part at‘ the
timéythe indictments
brought down,” Haldg;p
saidy “He does not ta gjoy
frong, the misfortunes of oth-
er people .. .

“Naturally, howeve
was“good news as far as
White House and the adfmm-
istration were concex;ned
‘this confirmed what
Dean had been telling

Mr.
us.’

But Haldeman said *that
the President did not/ open
that meeting with the state-
ment that ‘Bob has kept me
posted on your handling of
the Watergate’ . . . he said
‘Hi, this was qulte a day,
youwlve got Watergate on the
Wag", 3

TESTIMONY .

Haldeman said Dean as-
sured the President & that
nothmg would come out to
surprise us . the Presi-
dent did at that point. com-
men? Dean for his handhng
of the Watergate matter.”
Haldeman -added: “Ireal-
1y ‘disagree with the conclu-
sion that the President was
aware of any type of cover-
up and certainly Mr. Dean
did not advise him of it at

‘, ti
Mr. Nixon, in refusing to . thie Septembel 15 meeling.”

Haldeman said in the por-
tion of the March 21 meeting
he ‘attended the sub]eets dis-
were the grand jury,

P L
Ehrhchman S theory that



: ould go to the

grandijury without immigii-

ty from'prosecution. -
Dean, Haldeman said, was

insigtent -at White House

personnel e “permittedsito’

testify before the grand jury
only under immunity from
prosecution.

TIME

Haldeman echoed earlier
testimony that Mr. Nigen
felt Haldeman and Ehrlich-

-man were spending too
much time on Watergate in
February and directed Dean
to take over.

“I have the feeling that
during this period the Presi-
dent was gradually getting
more of a feel of the possi-
bility that there might be
some problems involved in
the Watergate matter that
he had not even dreamed of
—and that led to the meet-
ing of March 21 in which
John Dean was going to give
the President the full story,”
Haldeman said.

- . DOUBTS

Haldeman also said he
seriously doubted that a
Mareh 13 meeting with Mr.
Nixon that Dean testified
about, actually took place.

Dean had said he told the
President then that demands
by the Watergate defendants
might cost $1 million or
more and ‘“he told me that
that was no problem™ssid he
also ‘looked over at Halde-
man and repeated the same
statement.” ’

Haldeman said a discus-
sion of some of the matters
in that meeting actually took
place March 21 — the day
Dean said he warned Mr.
Nixon about ‘“‘a cancer on
the presidency.”

. REPORT

Haldeman said Dean was
told at a March 22 meeting
to prepare a full written re-
port. Dean denied he was
ever given such an order; he
said the President sent him
and his wife to Camp David
to think'things over.

, “‘Through this period of
time, I still had full confi-
dence inh John Dean and I
think the President did,”
Haldeman said. “He had not
in any - way hit himself ex-
cept on the indirect point
that there was a possible
circumstantial chain of evi-

dence leading to a charge of
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But Haldeman 'said "that
Dean started dropping iﬁdi—
cations then that Jeb Stuart
Magruder and possibly John
N. Mitchell had serious legal
problems. i

At Camp David, according
to all accounts, Dean was
not able to produce areport
for Mr. Nixon.

“By the 30th of {March
Dean had not delivered any
report,” Haldeman said
“and the President Stopped
dealing with Dean. I effect
he had stopped dealing with
him after the 23rd.”

On March 30 Mr. Nixon
announced that no one in the
White ‘House would appear
at the Sellateffhearfffgs, but
all ‘would testify before the
grand jury if- called. That
also was the day that Mr.

Nixon put Ehrlichman offi-

cially onto the Watergate in-
vestigation. #1
Haldeman said héi and
Dean were on the telephone
daily in the April 1-7 périod
when Dean said he was kept
incommunicado. e
Ehrlichman and Halde-
man were in San Cleniente,
Calif., during that week. On
their return there were a

number of meetings with

-

Dean.

“By the end of the week
both Dean and Ehrlichman
had come to the view that
Mitchell had approved te
Watergate plan and there
was some discussion that, if
that were a fact, and if
Mitchell had approved the
ward and say so, it would be
a major step in cleaging up
the Watergate mystery,”
Haldeman said. )

But, he added, there was
no talk of asking Mitchell to

be a scapegoat, as Dean had

testified. :
 Haldeman said it became
clear to him by the end of
April that he could nolonger
perform his White House du-
ties effectively. '

“I concluded I should re-
sign,”” he said, ‘“‘and the
President agreed. ITesigned
on April 30.” A4ssociated Press
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H. R. HALDEMAN AT HEARING
Former White House chief of staff testified



