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HeWas Lied to

On Wa terga te

By John Hanrahan :
Washington Post Staff Writer k-
}y,,Presrdent Nixon’s former campaign - director, Clark
MacGregor, says that he was “misled, deceived and .
by White House and Nixon cam a1g11<
“aides over the Watergate -affair during the- 197 cam—"t
sPaign, His: sharpest criticism is directed at'John. D. Ehr- 7
«lichman, the President’s former top domestlc aide. :

slied to repeatedly”

‘In a’sonétimes strongly word-
edl 113.page d8po 61 made
‘public yestel MaoGregor
Ialso Said that Presudent Nixon
ipersonally instructed him to ve:
port directly to Mr. Nixon on
caiipaign matters last year. '

is m "pos51ble conflict with'por-
tions of Mr. Nixon’s Apr‘r§30
speech in which he said otle of

truth  about Watergate - 00
was-that he had tried towre-
ve ‘himself from the cam-

congéntrate on important presi-
dential matters,

In that speech Mr. Nian

'Phls assertion by MacGregor '

pargn as much as poss1blef,/to ‘

decrded as the 19?2

and péhtlcs second. To t::ue
mazimum  extent . possil
theref ore, I sought to delegate
‘camegargn operations, to Jre-
move-the day-to-day campalgn
ffci% ions from the President’s
offici

11m1ted the number
my gwn campaign appea
ances.’:

him'on June 30, 1972, that no

T u1y 3 from the Presid
( *the President only, t

another personally- that (H,
Bob: Haldeman - w; 'ld be

1on was
0 in c ectlon

ice and from the White|
House. I also, as you recall, Se- ;

s deposn;l,on Mac-|’

x.«
t the’ Presrdent could |

: ighs |
difficulty ina ¥
“ HL eachmg 4tk . never: told me about thisimeet-

- ing with the CIA, either;with
Y (Rlcherd) Helms or w1th any
. other official of the CIAK

fwrth“the civil suits'th at grew

“Hy

Watergate In hrs testi-
Ehrlichman ° ]

full disclosure couLd be
nd the White. ]

o'ﬁ"e:;w o was unwilling. fq‘dls-
close ; ormatlon relevant to

»

as. campawn director July 1"}
19&2 after John N. Mrtchell .
resigned the post, stateds -
2% don’t recall that Ehrlich-~
man was a champion of disclo-
sure durrng this particular pe-
riod." Ehrlichman ' never, for
example, told-me about the
(Daniel) Ellsberg psychiatrist’s.

. o.ffice break-in. Ehrlichman

never’told me about the late
June meetmg that appeared in i

. the préss between (L.) Patrick

Gray,"John W. fDean IIT and
Jphn Ehrllehman in ERrlich-
man’s’, “office.  Ehrlichman

~“It"appears as though#John
Ehrlichman had a greatieal of |
inform tion which was ravail- ;
aw foﬁ‘-dlsdosure \xhrc*h was|
uﬂ&mdw % :

course, it “is “utterly rid’i’w}oug
for ]ohn Ehrlichman, who had

~ Howard Hunt.

- Watergate affair did not much
- coneern him because that was

- lichman was deeply concerned !

' advised s that® (White

a great deal of:informdtion I,
dign’tghave, «to “be dalling: on;
me to-disclose information’that|
T.didn't possess: but which” wasl
known. to him.” |

The information MacGregor '
ne;erred to was discussed: by
Ehrhchm:—m‘ durmg his Water-

iestimony last weelk. ]n\
his testimony, Ehrlichman de-!
fended the break-in at Ells-
berg’s psychlatrlst’s office in
S@ptenﬁber 1971, on ndtignal-
security: grounds. Ellsber ; was
then #inder indictment/in the'
Pentagon Papers ‘case. _(The
charges were dismissed in
May)

* Ehrlichman also defended
his‘meeting with then-CIA Di-
réctor Helms on national secu-
rity grounds. Ehrlichman:said
he was trying to insure that
the ‘Watergate investigation
did not publicly disclose legiti-
mate CIA operations hecause
of'the involvement of ex-CIA
agents in the affair. In his

{ called him °

meeting’ with White ;Fouse,

. counsel Dean -and thenlacting;

Director Gray, Ehrlich-
said, he did not suggest
that Gray destroy documents
found-in the White House' safe
of. Watergate conspirdtar E.|

MacGregor insists he was
kdpt in the aark as to White

1chman pressed h1m ‘ro issue
on Oct. 16 a riews reloase that

gate affalr and also charged
that .Democratic presidential
candidate Sen. George MeG-|
overn/(D-S.D.) “personally en-
couraged Daniel Ellsherg” to
break the law.

Ehrhchman in hl& testi-
mony last week, said that the

not within his field of activity.
However, MaeGregor ‘in  his
deposifion; indicates that Ehr

withan Oct. 16 Post story and-
others that linked /the Whrte
House to the Waterféate affair. {
*The, Oct. 16 Pdst story said|
WMr: Nnxon S pe1 sona] attorney,.
Herbert W. Kxlmbach, was
one of five pe1 som authorlzed
to apﬁrove payments from the
Wyixon campaign’s secret intel
ligence gathering and espio-
nage fund. The story _ also
named White House aides
Gordon Strachan and Dwrght

‘and walk out of the press

. pact that we

| cey age points as a 1esu1t of

"-ashaving hlred al-
L. pohtrca; saboteur Don-;'
ald H. Segretti. |

“At one or more of thel

meﬁtmgs that I’ at"(’ended dur-
mg”the morning' of ' that? day
(Oct’ 16Y” MacGregor said,
“Outrage was exﬁressed by or
on behalf of the beople  who
were mentioned in The Wash-
ington Post story.cand I was
House
press secretary) “Ron Ziegler
was going to denounce the

news account, that (Sen.) Bob
Dole - (then the Republican na-
tional committee chairman)

wasy, gomg to denounce- the[

news account angd T indicated|
a couple. of tiges during the
day that that ought to be suf- i
flcrent » \

Abbut millafternoon, Mac-’
Gregor sajd, Ehrlichman
‘with as John put
it, a specral personal plea that
1 ought to issue a statement’

-that I had looked at earlier

and had rejected.” MacGregor
said hrlichman expressed
stloqg disagreement” with
MacGregor’s view that state-
ments “by Dole and Zergler
would be ‘sufficient. )

“He ‘made a personal plea
MaeGregor said, “that 1 meet
with the press, don’t answer
any questions, just issue the
statement, read the statement

room, and I said ‘John. that
isn't my style. I have never
done that’.”

Frnall'i'? after more discus.
sion, MacGregor agreed
Ehrlichman’s request and 1s!
sued .the statement wrthoutr
answering reporter’s ques-!
tions. MacGregor said Ehrlich-!
man told him that he should
not answer questions becatse
if he did, “the lead out of your
press conference will be
some aspects of the questions
wers and that will di-
lute or totally obscure the im-,
] want from the,
statement.” g

MacGregor said he was una-|
ware who wrote the statement
that accused the Post of en-
gaging in “innuendo, third-per-
son hearsay, unsubstantiated
charges, anonymous sources,
and huge scare headlines:” In
his  deposition, MacGregor
said* he now believes there
were, “misstatements” in that
Oct: 16 news release. |

(Whlte House aide Richard:

Z’\Ioore has testified to the Sen-:

ate Watergate committee that'
he 3,551sted in preparing the
stat\ement)

In an interview published: in
the Post on Oct.- 15, MacG-
regor-had indicated that pri-
vate”Repubhcan polls showed
Nix6n-had slipped 2 to 3 per-

the time, MacGregor
said; what he was being, told
by Whlte House and campaign
aides““made sense. The truth
would have been incredible to




palgns lIl the key states ot
New York and California. Mac-
| Gregor ‘said Mr. Nixon ' said
|that Mitchell should dé this
| because. of his close personal
|relationships with New’ York
[Gov. Nelson Rockefeller: and
iCahforma _ Gov. Ronald
FReagan.. Mitchell had’ an-
nounced he was leaving-the
campaigh for family reasons|
"but would help out as a con-!
sultant.
MacGregor, who became a
vice president of United Air-
Corp. immediately after
the ‘election, testified that he !
regularlv with Mr. leon.
g the campaign, sbut that !
néveri:@gain discussed
Wétergate after the “initial”
June 30 meeting.
-He 'said the only pos51ble
warnings he rece1ved ‘on the
Watergate came’ in separate
conversations last ‘summer
with Gray and campaign aide |

ARK -MacGREGOR
3-page deposition

Robert Mardzan, a former, as-!
(<1stant 1 . general. Gray:
Ihad: dehimys July 5 that|
W’aﬁerga may ‘hurt” Nixon
the ~campaign. Mardian
Warned him that perhaps |
more than five persons were
involyed in the Watergate
_break~1n
MacGregor said he person
ally asked Mitchell, Jeb Stuart
Magruder and other campaign
aides if they had-had involve-

ment in the Water gate- affair |
and was always assured they‘
had not.

Inh his Aug. 29 press (onfer-:
ence, Mr. Nixon said an investi-!
datlon py Dean had cleared all;
present White House ‘employées
of wrongdoing. (Dean has de-
nied. making any 1nvestldat10n )
In addition, Mr. Nixon said, Mac-
Gregor was conducting an: in-
Vestwatlon MacGregor said in
his deposmon that all he did
was-ask other aides whether
they., . were involved.

MacGregor said he .had. no
1dea;‘ re-election committee
funds.were being used tg, pay
Watergate defendants and
their lawyers and that-he was
unaware .of any illegal “dirty’

tricks” in the campaign.

me had L tol t that|

(exved and in the phraseology
of one story in the New York
Times ‘lied to repeatedly.’”

MaeGregor said . he took the
post..of campaign chair an,
succeeding Mitchell, at Mr.
Nixon’s personal request at a
June 30, 1972 meeting, -

. In:that meeting, Mr." Nixon
indicated a familiarity: with
the campaign, according to
MacGregor’s testimony. Mac-
Gregor stated that Mr. Nixon
felt that registration of voters

“who viewed his- accomplish-
ments favorably . .. had not
been given sufficient- attention
by the campaign organization
to thag date. . - ” 4

Algo, MacGregor said, Mr.,
Nixon “indicated he thought
th“\campalc'n was top-heavy
w1t}g people in Washington
and.foo thin in personnel, par-
ticql,arly volunteer personnel,
in fhe precincts throughout
the gountry. He indicated also
that he thought that the .cam-
paign, as far as the Washing-
ton projection, was too Tich”
and suggested that he “put a
lid. on employment” at the|
D.C. headquarters of the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President. A

In his April 30 speech, Mr.
Nixon had indicated'that he
concentrated on being Presi-
at and not on campaigning.,

& press conference last
Agg§ 29, however, Mr. Nixon
| said he planned to campaign
i hard, regardless of how far
ahead the polls showed him,
. as he had done in all pre-
‘vigus campaigns. He said his!
‘motvto was: “Always run as if|
vou. are one million votes be-
hmd and then you might win
by one vote-”

In all of his meetings with
Mr. Nixon during the cam-
paign, MacGregor said, the
President seldom gave him any
orders regarding campaign ac-
tivities because the’ campaign
was riinning smoothly and the
pollsi showed Mr Nixon far
ahead.

At ‘the June' 30,-1972) meet-
ing, ' MacGregor ’Sald’ Mr.
Nixcn- assured him that he
could rely on statements is-
sued by the White House and
re-election committee that no'’
top 'official at the White.
Hot‘fsekor the committee had:
advance knowledge of the
Watergate breaksin.

MacGregor said Mr. Nixon
ralso suggested at that meo’rmg
{that Mitchell, although offi-:
‘cially .removed from the re-|
election committee, should re-
tain responsibility in the cam-




