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T
h

e
 R

ig
h

t to
 B

u
rg

la
riz

e
 

A
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 F
a
n

ta
s
y
 

B
y M

a
ry M

cC
ro

ry 
W

a
sh

in
g
to

it N
e
w

s-S
ta

r 

W
ashington 
T

h
e o

n
ly

 w
ay

 th
e S

en
-

ate W
aterg

ate co
m

m
ittee 

c
a
n
 g

e
t h

o
ld

 o
f th

o
se

 
p
re

sid
e
n
tia

l ta
p
e
s is to

 
b
re

a
k
 in

to
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse and seize them
. 

Is th
ere an

y
th

in
g
 w

ro
n

g
 

V
rith breaking in to get vital 

docum
ents? Surely the W

hite 
H

ouse doesn't think so. 
A

ll w
e
e
k
 

lo
n
g
 in

 th
e
 

caucus room
, 

Jo
h

n
 D

. E
h
r-

liC
h
m

an
, th

e 
P

re
sid

e
n
t's 

still esteem
ed 

fo
rm

er aid
e, h

as b
een

 d
e-

fen
d
in

g
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se-

sponsored bag-job on D
aniel 

E
llsberg's 

psychiatrist's of-
fice. H

is venerable law
yer, 

John J. W
ilson, told the com

-
m

ittee th
at th

e P
resid

en
t 

can
 d

o
 an

y
th

in
g
 th

at is n
o
t 

specifically forbidden in the 
C

onstitution. C
ongress is, al-

th
o

u
g

h
 th

e p
resen

t W
h
ite 

H
o

u
se "in

cu
m

b
en

t d
o
esn

't 
think so, a coequal .branch 
an

d
 y

o
u

 can
 tu

rn
 th

e C
o

n
-

stitu
tio

n
 u

p
sid

e d
o
w

n
 

and 
n

o
t fin

d
 a sin

g
le lin

e th
at 

says a congressional team
  

can
n

o
t b

reak
 in

 to
 g

et th
e 

tap
es o

f w
h
at Jo

h
n
 D

ean
 

sa
id

 to
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t o

n
 

M
arch 21, and vice-versa. 
T

he national security ar-
gum

ent, w
hich justified the 

E
llsberg . job —

 E
hrlichm

an 
prefers to call it an "entry" 
—

 w
as given by the P

resi-
dent's ow

n W
atergate con-

su
ltan

t, C
h
arles A

 1
 an

 
W

right, a distinguished law
-

yer, w
ho said, "T

he sooner 
w

e can get to the bottom
 of 

W
atergate, the better off the 

country w
ill be." 
FIT

T
IN

G
 

A
nd the President him

self, 
speaking 

on M
ay 22 of the 

E
llsberg break-in, said that 

w
hile he w

ould have disap-
p
ro

v
ed

 h
ad

 h
e k

n
o
w

n
, h

e 
could understand how

 "high-
ly 

m
o
tiv

ated
 in

d
iv

id
u

als 
could have felt justified in 
engaging in specific activi-
ties." 

W
hat w

ould be m
ost pic-

' tu
re

sq
u

e
 a

n
d

 fittin
g

, o
 f 

course, w
ould be for chair-

m
an S

am
 E

rvin to lead the 
charge in broad daylight ac-
co

m
p
an

ied
 b

y
 a d

ru
m

m
er 

b
o
y
 an

d
 tw

o
 fifes p

lay
in

g
 

"Y
ankee D

oodle." U
nfortun-

ately that is out of the ques- 

tio
n
. T

h
e ch

airm
an

 tak
es 

literal view
 of the C

onstitu-
tio

n
, esp

ecially
 th

e F
o
u
rth

 
A

m
endm

ent w
hich protects 

p
eo

p
le ag

ain
st "u

n
reaso

n
-

able searches and seizures." 
O

n
. th

e W
aterg

ate staff, 
h

o
w

er, th
ere are sev

eral 
young m

en, as clean-cut as 
N

ix
o
n
's "p

lu
m

b
ers," w

h
o
 

m
ight think there is nothing 

"unreasonable" about direct 
actio

n
 to

 
g

et th
e p

ap
ers 

particularly since the P
resi-

d
en

t said
 in

 ig
n
o
rin

g
 th

e 
S

enate subpoena that one of 
his hangups w

as m
anpow

er. 
"Y

ou w
ill understand," he 

w
rote, "that it w

ould sim
ply 

not be feasible for m
y staff 

and m
e to review

 thousands 
o

 f d
o

cu
m

en
ts to

 d
ecid

e 
w

hich do and w
hich do not 

fit w
ithin the sw

eeping but 
v
ag

u
e term

s o
f th

e su
b
-

poena." 
H

A
N

D
S 

T
h
is su

g
g
ests h

e m
ig

h
t 

lik
e th

e m
atter to

 b
e tak

en
 

out of his hands. It is m
ani-

fest that his staff is deplet-
ed, its ex-m

em
bers engaged 

in
 p

lay
in

g
 ten

n
is an

d
 p

re-
p
arin

g
 statem

en
ts fo

r th
e 

com
m

ittee. 
T

he congressional expedi; 
tionary 

team
 w

ould have  

'certain logistical problem
s. 

T
hey could not, for instance, 

count on C
IA

 cooperation, 
th

e  ag
en

cy
 h

av
in

g
 b

een
 

burned by its helpfulness in 
the E

llsberg enterprise. B
ut 

th
ere are other w

ig shops. 
O

n
e th

in
g
 i s p

erfectly
 

clear. T
he P

resident w
ould 

k
n
o
w

 n
o
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t t h

 e 
rip-off until the tapes w

ere 
played in the caucus room

, 
and then only if he had an 
agent on, the prem

ises. 
N

either he nor any m
em

-
ber of his staff, as a m

atter 
o
f co

n
scien

ce read
s th

e 
n

ew
sp

ap
er o

r w
atch

es a 
new

s broadcast. 
Jo

h
n

 E
h

rlich
m

an
 g

o
t a 

chuckle in the caucus room
 

w
hen he said, discussing the 

W
aterg

ate affair ab
o
u
t 

w
hich he know

s nothing, 
"O

ne thing w
e w

ere scrupu-
lo

u
s ab

o
u

t w
as n

ev
er to

 
have R

on Z
iegler go out and 

say som
ething that w

as. er-
roneous." R

E
SU

L
T

S 
B

u
t th

ey
 n

ev
er ch

eck
ed

 
the results. 
E

hrlichm
an said w

hen he 
offered the job of F

B
I direc-

tor to the judge presiding in 
th

e E
llsb

erg
 case, 

h
e h

ad
  

not the faintest notion about 
th

e
 p

ro
g
re

ss o
f th

e
 tria

l 
h
e
 w

a
s "re

ly
in

g
" o

n
 th

e
 

judge for that. 
T

he papers and television 
w

ere grinding out ream
s to 

th
e effect th

at th
e g

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t's cau

se w
 a s g

o
in

g
 

dow
n the drain, but how

 in 
th

e w
o

rld
 co

u
ld

 h
e h

av
e 

know
n? 

A
lso w

e learn in the cau-
cus. room

 that none of the 
people around him

 ever vol-
unteered any inform

ation to 
the preoccupied P

resident. 
John M

itchell said he w
ould 

g
lad

ly
 h

av
e filled

 h
im

 o
n
 

W
aterg

ate, b
u

t th
e P

resi-
dent never asked. 

S
o unless he says to G

en-
eral H

aig
 so

m
e m

o
rn

in
g
, 

"S
ay A

l, is there anything I 
should know

 about the files 
—

 are they all still there, or 
did som

ebody from
 C

apitol 
H

ill b
re

a
k
 in

 a
n
d
 ste

a
l 

th
e
m

?
" T

h
e
re

's n
o
t a

 
chance.  he'll find out. 

B
y the tim

e he does it w
ill 

b
e to

o
 late to

 do anything 
b
u
t start an

 in
v
estig

atio
n
, 

one that he doubtless thinks 
w

ill take the headlines aw
ay 

from
 W

atergate —
 w

hich he 
says 

is taking too m
uch of 

his tim
e anyw

ay. 
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