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Ehrllchman"s

Defense of
Spy Politics
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John D. Ehrlichman
yesterday sternly defend-
ed the Nixon campaigr’s
practice of spying on op-
position political candi- of
dates, saying that politi-
cians*have an “affirmative
obligation” to investigate -
and ‘expose the drinking
habits and personal mér-
als of other candidates.?

Senator Lowell P. Weicker

H ﬁame restmg on his elbows,
u.smg both hands for ‘em-
phasis. “Do you really want

the United States, of your
ipaigns, down to the lev-
el of what you are talking
about right now?’’ he asked.
Time and again during the
15:minute exchange, ‘E hr-
lichman, a teetotaler, re-
turned to the subject of

‘(Rep-Conn.) was at firstas-  drinking, without mention-
tonished, then indignanf. ing any hames.
At one point he declared:

“Do you mean to tellime
and . this committee,””; he . -
asked, ‘“‘that you consider
private investigators ;going .
into -sexual habits, drinking
habits, domestic problems
- and “personal social activi-
ties ‘as a proper subject for
investigation during the
course of a pohtlcal .cam-
paign’?’ 5

“You can go over therein
the’ gallery,” Ehrlichman -
answered, “and watch a |’ Newspapels have:‘an un-
member totter onto thefloor . Written rule -against expos-
in a condition of at least par- | Ing the shady side of politi-
tial inebriation.” : i cians’® .personal lives, Ehr-

s e ahe i lichman asserted, so it is

I“think that it is impor- |, jeft to the politicians? oppo-
tant for the American people nents to keep their,. cons’mt-
to know,” continued the “uents dnformed.
President’s former chief “Ob¥iousl I
domestic adviser, “and, if: 5t loggerheyadzo?) nd "
the only way it can be . - issue here,’
brought out is through his ' responded. “I am
opponent in a politicahcam- - q05 o0 o systems, our
-paign, then I think that op- - instifutions, are peffectly
ponent has an affirmative

¥ capable of paesmg decent
(‘:\P;;%a’t’l?'n to bring that for judgments, fair judgments

We1cke1 leaned torward in
his seat his 6 foot 6 inch
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“Someone with a serious
drinking habit is of doubtful
fitness for. the kind of&heavy
duty .that you bear, for in-
stance, or that any senator
bears: in the Senate ‘of the
Umted States. That is cer-
tainly. a material question
that has to be raised in a
political campaign,-at least
so it seems.tome.”

- VIEW v

whe saj

to bring the political system =

- hard judgments on pohtwal ‘
figures, public officials with- -
out, i overt operations,”

ts’ -private. lives,
s0"far ashe knew, his
eppone;,nts had not spled ‘on

Ehrhchman a bit testlly,
declared “Well I conceive
of it this way, Senator. I
know that, in your situation,
your life style is undoubted-
ly impeccable, and there
wouldn’t be anything of ]S-
sue like that.”

“T’m no angel,” the‘sena—
tor remarked.

) thought you were,’
Ehrlichman shot back.

‘“Believe me, I'm not,”
Weicker said, “and I worry
about you_ seeking people on
the landscape here. I've
probably got a greater wor-
ry now that I’ve heard about
thls than before I started.”

AGENT ~
What' brought up the de-

_bate was Weicker’s question

about why Ehrlichman had
hlred Anthony J. Ulasewicz,
the former New York City
policeman, who served asan
undercover agent for the
White House and the- leon
campaign.
Dlasewicz told the com-
miftee last week that he
was hired to look into poli- -
ticians’ personal lives—their -
drinking habits and sexual
practices especially. :
The only specific politician
he mentioned was Senator
Edward M. Kennedy (Dem-

. Mass.), whom he said he

trailed after the senator’s
accident on Chappaqulddlck

Island in 1969.

At one point, Kennedy was
followed on a trip to Hawaii,
but the spies could nof turn

~up dirt, Ulasewicz. said.

New York Times

has he. spied.onhis .



