
WASHINGTON, July' Id 
(UPI)—Clarence M. Kelley; 
director of the Federal llu= 
reau of Investigation, defend.= 
ed the late J. Edgar HOOVe? 
today against reported feeki 
ings by the Nixon Admiiiik:, 
tration that be should have 
retired before the Watergate 
investigation. 

Mr. Kelley, _ speaking -at,a 
news conference, answered 
allegations by John 11 ErtigilF 
man the former . adviser:id 
President Nixon, that Mrm  
Erlich/hen felt Mr. Hoosier: 
should have retired earlier. 
Mi. Hoover died May 1, 1012, 
at .the age of 77. 	- 

"My personal reaction in 
my association with pit 
Hoover as an agent, ag an 
agent-in-charge and later- as 
chief of police was th#1?S was entirely capable in diV 
charging his duties, luckrin 
his discussions and I was 
most satisfied with his Ver7 
formance," Mr. ,Kelley said 
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