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Ehrlichman; vaer x‘v

Johin Ehrhchman the former No. 2
man in the Nixon White H‘ouse who

has been starring in the Senate hear- -
ings this. week, is the qu1ntessen’c al.j

witness to. Watergate ‘As. nondy e
in ‘the drama, he expresses the cor-
ruption of POWeET.

For - -he -entered offlce four years
ago, .as . probably: the most sensible
and reasonable man in the Nixon en-
tourage. He comes on now, at a mo-
ment of, {errible personal d1ff1cu1ty,l as
a man of maniacal arrogance.

Mr Ehriichman first became well-
knowa in the 1968 campalgn in con-
nection wn.h a remark he made ‘about
a nowk forgo‘tten action by Mr. Nixon.
“Itll play in Peoria, »” Ehrlichman said.
_ That comment showed a lot of ﬁuah—
ties. There was first a measure of de-
tachment. E’hrhchman was not on the
offensive b :
not self: 1%VQ1ved He was lookuag at
an, action nd making a cooli

ment; Ehzﬁ,chman was not clain
that evergtiing the boss did Was@‘1
or terrifie It was good enough t
by. g
Flnally,f
ligent ax“t}eulatmp Ehrlichman
what he | ;xeant in’
made his ‘point with orlgmahtyf
etfectlveneés even hwor, . .
I used 6" see soméﬁnng of.
man;in the first yea:rs of 'the admmls-
tration, andi I’ conslstently found the
qualities “iof detachment, Judglglent
and intelligence. He could talk well
and easily about such abstractions as
the decigion-making process. He under-
stoodj thie inner structure of an argu-
ment-and the range of possible alter-
Jnatxyes in a given situation. i
He spemed particularly mterestmg
_in t,he matter of civil rights. ‘Certainly
“he w%g no bigot. My. strdng:impression
is that he tried'to hold the line against

{xere was a degree of;‘intel- :

"he made

ohn Ehrlzchman eyes senators during his Watergate tesnmony

a position of total opposition to bus-
§ xof f Alexander B10ke1 of Yale

leon entourage
famlly resources. He has a. Wﬁeg ~

support and school-age children to' o

educate.

He is under 1nvest1gat10n by an:
eager district attorney in Los- Angeles
county “for directing the burglary of
Daniel ‘Ellsberg’s psychiatrist—a com- -
mon/'crime which carries:a sentence of
ears as a felony."He may well be
E ed. by Special Prosecutor Archi-
bald” Cox -for mueh deeper Watergate
offenses: 1nclud1ng perjury - and con-
spiracy’ to:obstruct Just’ice

Apart from his family, moreover,

*himan- 'is naked and ‘alone, He

0 7
mer assistant; Dwight Chapin were
badmouthing Ehrlichman even as ‘he
prepared to.take the stand. Only la
weekend they were saying that he was
not tough enough. In particular they
ed him for expressing a belief
tapes.of the President’s conversa-
tions" and’, phone calls should be re-
leased. .

So'how. dld Ehrlichman behave in
these circumstances? Well, his open- .
ing statement knocked the Senate
Watergate  committee, the “news
media” ‘and the “gallery ? The ques-
tioning ''was barely under way when
neering refe;\; ce to com-
mittee : counsel Samuel ; Athe
protf SSor 3 Ldie o

arid Arr(bganced

indulged himself in a long calciilated

"*Moreover it isy (;lear that he did/

 think. that

}
|

slur on the memory of J gar
Hoover.

picable actmns and is still without a
sense’ of contr1t1on

puzzled. It is not clez
aﬁ"‘e”f"such«mtelhge;l

R

bly ‘deformed. T suspect that m
us in Washington are to blagne.

The climate of exaggerated respect
paid the President and his agents had
something to do with the development
of Ehrlichman’s arrogance. The d1s—y

sition of -the Congress to lie dow
fore any challenge prol:fa Ly 'n—
yuted to his’ cynicism. Those of us
| the press.-did 'glve him reason to

d what he once call-
ed “dum ns.” '
Whatever the. importance of‘ these
elements, there is one cardinal point.
The' story that the President v@as cor-
rupted and fooled by his aldes@does
not pass muster. It was not the likes of .
John Ehrlichman who made Richard
Nixon defiant and suspicious. and con-
temptuous. The .flow went the other
way. R .
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