FACING ABOLITION

Huuse Panel Votes: [to End
the. Dlscretmnary Money
for ‘Spemal‘ Prolects

BW'GHRISTOPHER' LYDON-
Speclal o The New York Times

WAS HINGTON July 25—The

House Approprlatlpns Commlt-:

tee w1ped out today the White|:
House’s traditional $1.5-million|’
“special projects” fund, from|'
whichthe . Nixon  Administra-
tion paid, among other: things,

the $130-a-day consulting fee|

of E. Howard Hunt Jr., the con-
victed Watergate conspirator.

The-action signaled the pos-|

sible end ‘of ‘the annual ‘blank
checks™” granted ‘to < Pre
‘smce 1956 Wlbhout _con 1t10ns

and usually Wlthout subsequent :

audits.
THE™

ment “oVer, the Watergate affair
and, .in finiattire form,. the
Congressional - ~ drive - foi* - a
strongetr voice in budgetmg
Preliminary reports to" the
:Appropriations Commxttee from

‘the Geéneral Accounting Qffice|

indicated that “special projects™
money. was"used in ‘197% &fd
1972, to pay travel bills: ,,and
parts of salaries for a n\g;@
of regular White. House:- istaff
members, .and consulting’ feés
formany.others, including Hunt
and Tom Charles Huston, who
planngd' a partly illegal crack—
on radicals in 1970
The ‘committee. cited, -as; its
fo,rmgl reason for abolishing the
fund, *“the refusal of White
Houge. budget experts to ac-
count ¢for: their spending. Fre-
deric V. ‘Malek, deputy director
of t.the, Offlce of Management

and Budget, declined at hear-,

1ngs .last May to. say whether
the , White House “plumbers?’
mvestsigatmg the' leal, of ‘the

Pentagon . papers in .1971 h d_i
been paid from “special proj-|

|House staff budget in- detail,

"gate crew, Mr. Steed said, he

idents|

mlttees ‘thove" re-‘v
flecteﬁ"ﬂCapltal Hill’s ~ resent-|.

Continued From Page 1, Col. 5

ects” funds. Mr. Malek also re-
fused to give an accounting of
Hunt’s salary

Tom Steed, an Okl-afhoma
Democrat and. chairman of the
appropriations  subcommittee
that had reviewed the White

commented this afternoon, . “I
just wanted Mr. Malek to know
that-when he says I can’t know
what_he did with the money,
there amt going to be no more
'money.”

_Even if the money had not
:gone to members of the Water-

would . have ob]ected to the
iway. it wag used. .

“Instead of I't bemg for real
specxal pro;ects he -said, “too

|
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their staff Wlth it. If théy
wanted' to expand the staff, ;-
they ought to ask:for it.” -

1In “addition, *Mr. Steed said, !
recent ruhngs of the House'
parliamentarian make it doubt-"
ful that approprlatlons to im-
plement Executive orders —
that is discretionary Presiden--
tial funds without a, Ieglslated
purpose — are legal at all.

“There’s no law to JusLlfy
that appropriation,” Mr. Steed
said. “In that sense, it would
have been vulnerable to a point
of order from the floor. There’s
no legal way you can ap-
propriate that money; weve:
been violating the law all these
years anyway.”

The White House had ﬂ'no
comment on the House Oomlmt-
tee’s actlon N o
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