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'Hoover Should 
Have Been Fired' 

Washington 
President Nixon should 

have dismissed J. Edgar 
Hoover as director of the 
FBI early in his presidency, 
John D. Ehrlichman assert-
ed yesterday. 

Ehrlichman, t h e Presi-
dent's former chief domestic 
affairs adviser, told the Sen-
ate Watergate Committee 
that it was Hoover's refusal 
to investigate Daniel Ells-
berg thoroughly that led 
White House agents to break 
into the office of Ellsberg's 
psychiatrist. 

"I think in retrospect the 
administration would have 
been far better off if Mr. 
Hoover had been retired 
well before the episode," 
Ehrlichman said. 

"Many of the problems we 
encountered were because of 
Mr. Hoover's fixed views. 
He was alert, he was sin-
cere, he was patriotic but he 
was certainly fixed in his 
views and it made " opera-
tions very, very difficult." 

Ehrlichman insisted that 
Hoover, who died in May, 
1972, had declined to pursue 
the Ellsberg investigation 
actively because o f. the 
director's friendship with 
Louis Marx, the toy maim-
facturer, who ,'is Ellsberg's 
father - in - law. 

PAPERS 

Ellsberg was alleged to 
have stolen the Pentagon 
Papers and to have deliv-
ered the secret history of the 

Indochina war to the New 
York Times. 

The publication of portions 
of the material by the Times 
in June, 1971, was said by 
Ehrlichman to have con-
cerned t h e White House 
gravely. 

Around Labor Day that 
year, the Beverly Hills, Cal-
if., office of Dr. Lewis Field-
ing, once Ellsberg's psy-
chiatrist, was broken into, 
allegedly by a team led by 
E. Howard Hunt Jr. and G. 
Gordon Liddy, two men who 
were later convicted in the 
Watergate conspiracy. 

Ehrlichman has acknow-
ledged that at the time Hunt 
and Liddy were working for 
a special White House intel-
ligence unit, known as the 
"plumbers," because their 
assignment was to prevent 
leaks of information to the 
news media. 

BACKGROUND 

The plumbers unit was as-
signed to the Ellsberg inves-
tigation, according to Ehr-
lichman, after Hoover not 
only refused to have Marx 
interviewed by FBI agents 
but also tried to demote a 
top bureau official who tried 
to arrange such an inter-
view. 

That official, Charles D. 
Brennan, was an assistant 
director of the bureau in 
charge of the domestic intel- 
ligence division. 

Brenann, who had served 
23 years with the FBI, was 
reassigned i n September,  

1971, to be the inspector in 
charge of the bureau's spe-
cial investigations office. A 
year later, he was made the 
agent in charge of the Alex-
andria, V a., field office, 
where he now serves. 

Brennan refused to com-
ment on Ehrlichman's as-
sertions yesterday, saying 
that he would tell his version 
only to the Senate commit-
tee. 

LETTER 

Senator Lowell P. Weicker 
Jr. tried to discredit Ehr-
lichman's contention that 
the FBI was lax on the Ells-
berg investigation by prod-
ucing a letter from Hoover 
to Egil Krogh Jr., Ehrlich-
man's assistant, who was in 
charge of the plumbers unit. 

In the letter, dated Aug. 3, 
1971, Hoover noted that, at 
the Preident's instructions, 
he was forwarding to Krogh 
bureau files on 17 persons 
connected with the Ellsberg 
case, including the records 
of five FBI interviews. 

Ehrlichman said Hoover's 
letter, implying a thorough 
FBI investigation was mere-
ly the "well-known bureau-
cratic device of papering the 
file." 

QUESTIONS 

Senator Herman E. Tal-
madge (Dem.-Ga.), inter-
ested in Ehrlichman's sug-
gestion that Hoover could 
countermand an order from 
the White House, asked Eh-
rlichman: 

"You are not saying that 
the President of the United 
States was helpless in trying 
to get the cooperation of the 
FBI, are you?" 

Ehrlichman ducked the di-
rect question and replied 
that John N. Mitchell, then 
attorney general, "did not 
think at the time he could 
force the director to, an ac-
celeration of the bureau ef-
fort on this subject without a 
total rupture with the direc-
tor." 

Ehrlichman said that 
"everyone who knew of the 
director knew of his loyality 
to his close friends." 
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