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Clashing Forces in 
The White House 
	— Joseph Kraft 

et HE LONGER I'm here the more the PTI 
1 President will like Haig and dislike 

me." 
That blunt comment about President 

Nixon's chief of staff, Alexander Haig, 
was made to Peter Lisagor of the Chicago 
Daily News by President Nixon's chief po-
litical counselor, Melvin Laird. In mani-
fold ways it announces the crazily divided 
character of the post-Watergate White 
Howse. 

The basic fact is that Watergate has 
severely eroded President Nixon's person-
al_ authority. As Laird's crack indicates, 
independent men all over the government 
are now venturing forth on their own. The 
result is a battle royal inside the White 
House. 

* * * 

ONE GROUP of advisers, centering 
around Laird, is disposed to bend the 

President in the direction of accommoda-
tion to the rest of the government. Anoth-
er group including the old advisers and 
centering now around Haig, is trying to 
reassert Mr. Nixon's merest whims over 
the government. The clash between the 
two approaches has surfaced in several 
important episodes. 

The first example of this division 
showed up on the matter of a deadline to 
end American bombing in Cambodia. 
Laird was sensitive to congressional pres-
sure for a cut-off date. He negotiated with 
leaders of the House an arrangement that 
would have suspended American bombing 
in Cambodia on September 1. 

But the President kicked at the idea of 
any deadline. Haig and Henry Kissinger, 
the chief national security adviser, backed 
Mr. Nixon. The White House made a spe-
cial effort in the Congress to do away with  

the deadline. The Congress, enraged, fi-
nally forced agreement on an August 15 
deadline which applied to all of Indochina, 
not just Cambodia. 

A second example is the recent flurry 
of rumors about the possibility Kissinger 
might replace William Rogers as Secre-
tary of State. Apparently the President 
is disposed to make the change. But Laird 
and the men around him favor a move 
only if Secretary Rogers agrees. 

Not so the eager apostles of presiden-
tial power. They floated through a series 
of White House correspondents the rumor 
that the change would take place in the 
fall. They even got the New York Times to 
believe that Rogers was telling friends he 
wanted to step down in the fall. 

* * * 

ANY ILLUSIONS on that score were 
shattered by an angry dispatch from 

Tokyo where Rogers was attending a joint 
Japanese-American cabinet meeting. The 
dispatch, by Keyes Beech of the Chicago 
Daily News, quoted a State Department 
official as saying that the source of the 
rumors about Rogers stepping down was 
Kissinger. The official said that Kissinger 
wanted the State Department job to get 
out from under Watergate and did not 
have the guts to ask the President direct-
ly. 

The struggle that now racks the admin-
istration can obviously not continue for 
very long. Something will have to give, and 
the odds are that Laird will probably be 
forced out the near future. 

But the odds are not long. For. Laird 
cannot be shoved out easily. If he goes he 
will go in a way that could easily push the 
President even further down the road to 
impeachment. 


