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Ervin Skeptical 

Nixon's Feeling 
On Those Tapes 

Washington 
President Nixon has 

told the chairman of the 
Senate Watergate commit-
tee that he will not supply 
presidential papers to the 
Senate investigators be-
cause he is convinced the 
committee is seeking to 
incriminate him, reliable• 
sources have reported. 

The committee chairman, 
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr. 
(Dem-N.C.), said Saturday 
that the President's position 
was making it "more diffi-
cult" for him to "continue to 
cling to the presumption" 
that Mr. Ninon was not in-
volved in the Watergate con-
spiracy. 

The President's comments 
to Ervin appeared to repre-
sent the basis for Mr. Nix-
on's increasingly contentious 
attitude toward the Senate 
Select Committee op Presi-
dential Campaign Activities. 

TALK 
Authoritative sources at 

the committee said the Pres-
ident had made the accusa-
tion about the committee's 
motives — in the sources' 
words that the committee 
was "out to get him." ---
when he talked with Ervin 
on the telephone July 12, the 
day Mr. Nixon was hospital-
ized with viral pneumonia. 

The White House had no 
comment on the report. But 
a high administration offi-
cial, asked to verify the ac-
count, complained t h at 
"even a personal phone con-
versation between a Presi-
dent and a senator, or an in-
terpretation of it, sooner or 
later — finds its way into 
the press. We continue to be 
mystified by this." 

"I can think of no rational 
reason for the President not  

turning over the tapes un-
less the evidence found in 
them would b e against 
him," Ervin said Saturday. 

"Those seeking the truth 
will draw the inference -
and a justified inference -
that his reason for not pro-
ducing the tapes is because 
the evidence would he ad-
verse to him." 

SKEPTICAL 
It was the most skeptical 

statement that any commit-
tee member has made about 
the President's assertions of 
innocence. 

Mr. Nixon's denunciation 
of the committee's motives, 
made in what one of the Sen-
ate sources described as an 
"emotional state," occuiTed 
when Ervin telephoned the 
President 11 days ago to 
seek a face-to-face confer-
ence on the issue of the doc-
uments. 

The sources, paraphrasing 
portions of • the 14-minute 
phone conversation, said 
that Ervin had diplomatical-
ly but forcefully told Mr. 
Nixon that the President did 
not "have a leg to stand on" 
in invoking the constitution-
al doctrine of executive priv-
lege as the basis for with-
holding documents. 

Ervin was said to have re-
peated directly to the Presi-
dent the same Contentions 
that, consequently, any doc-
publicly — that nothing in 
the Constitution either re-
quired the President to seek 
re-election or excused the 
commission of a crime and 
that, consequently, any do-
uments related to the 1972 
campaign.  or to violations of 
the law .must be turned over 
to the investigating commit-
tee. 

The senators are seeking  

the tapes and documents in 
the hope that • the White 
House materials might sup-
ply some definitive answers 
t o the central questions 
about Mr. Nixon's possible 
role in the Watergate cov-
er-up. 

John W. Dean III, the 
former White House counsel, 
whose papers are among 
those being withheld by the 
President, charged at the 
Senate hearings last month 
that Mr. Nixon was person-
ally involved in the coverup. 
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