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T
he Self-B

ugging of M
r. E

hrlichm
an 

W
hen M

elvin R
. L

aird took occu-
pancy of John D

. E
hrlichm

an's old of- 
fice on the fourth floor of the W

hite 
H

ouse as doniestic policy chief, he is-
su

ed
 an

 ab
ru

p
t an

d
 u

rg
en

t o
rd

er fo
r 

interior redecorating: get that secret 
bugging equipm

ent out of here. 
-,L

aird w
as am

azed to find in E
hrlielt-

m
an

's o
ffice tw

o
 co

n
cealed

 m
icro

- 
phO

nes in the ceiling and com
m

unica- 
tio

n
s eq

u
ip

m
en

t, in
clu

d
in

g
 tap

e re-
cO

rders,.hidden in a cabinet behind his 
dekk. T

hus, w
hile: unseen sophisticated 

eqttipm
ent w

as recording all of P
resi-

dent N
ixon's , conversations, E

hrlich-, 
m

an also could bug visitors ,to his • of 
fice w

ithout their know
ledge. Just how

 
m

any E
hrliC

hm
an conversations about 

the W
atergate scandal W

ere taped is 
anybody's guess. 

-John M
itchell recently told, the E

r-
vih com

m
ittee he ,suspected• E

hrlich-
m

an ,w
as 

surreptigously taping one , 
conversation. in E

hrlichm
an's . office 

co4cernin : g W
ateT

gate..13ut a check of 
sen

io
r W

h
ite H

o
u
se aid

es, p
ast an

d
 

present, produced universal ignorance 
that E

hrlichm
an had bugged his ow

n 
office. T

hus, w
hile E

hrlichm
an appar-

en
tly

 w
as n

o
t in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 ch

ief o
f 

staff H
. R

. H
aldem

an that M
r. N

ixon 
w

as secretly w
ired for sound, he had 

his ow
n secret.  

S
om

e presidential aides view
 E

hrl-
iehm

an's hidden m
icrophones as m

ark-
edly m

ore sinister than M
r. N

ixon's 
T

hey believe the O
val O

ffice bugging 
stem

m
ed from

 the sam
e H

aldem
an m

a-
nia for historical docum

entation that 
m

ade him
 a hom

e m
ovie cam

era fa-
natic. M

oreover, the presidential tapes 
w

ere kept under lock and key by the 
S

ecret S
ervice. In contrast, E

hrlich-
m

an controlled his ow
n, tapes, w

hose 
p
u
rp

o
se m

ay
 w

ell h
av

e b
een

 m
u
ch

 
m

ore im
m

ediate than helping future 
historians. 

frws 
In a surprising show

 of deep-south 
political m

uscle, Sen. E
dw

ard M
. K

en-
nedy ran a m

ere 2 percentage points 
behind V

ice P
resident S

piro T
. A

gnew
 

w
hen pollster O

liver Q
uayle m

atched 
them

 head-to-head in A
labam

a shortly 
before K

ennedy's D
ecatur, A

la., speech 
July 4. 

K
ennedy trailed A

gnew
 45 per cent 

to 42 per cent, w
ith 13 per cent not 

sure. W
ith the undecided distributed, 

A
gnew

's m
argin over K

ennedy cam
e 

dow
n to 51 per cent to 49 per cent. 

S
till m

ore surprising is .the fact that 
K

ennedy, a nam
e that has been anath-

em
a to the S

outhern ,D
em

ocracy since  

the civil rights battles of the 1960s, ran 
6 points ahead of A

gnew
 am

ong A
las 

bam
a D

em
ocrats alone. 

W
hat m

akes this all the m
ore im

-
pressive is the tim

ing of the poll. C
om

-
ing before the D

ecatur speech, it prob-
ably did not reflect m

om
entary pro-

K
ennedy sentim

ent resulting from
 his 

panegyric to A
labam

a's popular G
ov. 

G
eorge W

allace. 
c+-9 

T
he em

battled m
ilk lobby, having 

lavishly contributed to P
resident N

ix-
on's 're-election, is covering its bets 
during the W

atergate m
ood of W

ash-
ington by giving to the D

em
ocratic N

a-
tional C

om
m

ittee. 
T

he S
pecial P

olitical A
gricultural 

C
om

m
unity E

ducation (S
P

A
C

E
) com

-
m

ittee, o
n
e o

f fo
u
r d

airy
 in

d
u
stry

 
groups dispensing cam

paign m
oney, 

gave $10,000 to the D
em

ocratic N
a-

tional C
om

m
ittee M

ay 25—
the largest 

sin
g
le co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 receiv

ed
 b

y
 th

e 
com

m
ittee for the M

arch-A
pril-M

ay re-
porting period. SPA

C
E

, a political spin-
off of D

airym
en Inc., of L

ouiseville, 
K

y., gave nothing to the R
epublican 

N
ational C

om
m

ittee for the sam
e pe-

riod. 
T

hat's in sharp contrast to 1972. T
he 

m
ilk lobby contributed heavily to Pres-

ident N
ixon's reelection cam

paign in  

w
hat consum

er groups now
 charge w

as 
a payoff • for higher m

ilk supports. 
S

P
A

C
E

 alone gave the N
ixon cam

-
paign $60,000 in 1971 and $50,000 in 
1972. Its contributions to S

en. G
eorge 

M
cG

overn: zero. 
W

hy the m
ilk lobby is turning to the 

D
em

ocrats is not explained. O
fficials 

for D
airym

en, Inc., w
ould not return 

our calls. A
 spokesm

an for the D
em

o-
cratic N

ational C
om

m
ittee's finance di-

visien, E
ric Jaffe, claim

ed unconvinc-
ingly he w

as not aw
are of S

P
A

C
E

's 
connection w

ith the dairy industry. 
T

he W
atergate m

ood m
ay also be 

partially reflected by a contribution to 
the D

em
ocratic N

ational C
om

m
ittee 

from
 a corporate officer of Interna-

tional T
elephone and T

elegraph C
orp. 

(IT
T

), w
hich is under investigation. for 

1972 pro-N
ixon political activities. 

E
dw

ard J. G
errity, IT

T
's vice presi-

dent for public relations, contributed 
$5,000 A

pril 25—
m

atching the largest 
individual D

em
ocratic contribution for 

the reporting period. 
G

errity
 to

ld
 u

s h
e is a 

registered 
N

ew
 Y

ork D
em

ocrat w
ho has generally 

contributed to the D
em

ocrats over the 
past decade. H

ow
ever, the only 1972 

political contribution listed for G
errity 

is $1,000 to P
resident N

ixon's re-elec-
tion cam

paign. 
e
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