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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Nixon wasn't the only 
:urine bugging himself in the 
White. House. His top aides 
were also busy taping each 
other's phone calls and con-
versatons, especially ear-
lier this year when the Wat-
tergate affair began to over-
whelm them. 

Even before Monday's an-
nouncement that all of the 

*President's conversations 
,since the spring of 1971 have 
'been recorded, witnesses be-
-fore the Senate Watergate 
,committee revealed numer-
ous instances of staff aides 
-taping each other or out-. 
..siders. 

"Testimony indicates that 
this system was widespread 
throughout the staff," the 
„coaimittee's chief counsel, 
-S uel Dash, said. 

Embarrassed 
Disclosure of their candid 

comments has embarrassed 
some people who were una-
ware that their words were 
being recorded. 

Many of the tapes, or tran-
w, ' ets of them, have been 

sue 0  ienaed by the Senate 
co e I Itees. Other copies 
ar n the hanfs of Water- 
g 	Special Prosecutor Ar- 

d Cox. 
e of the recordings 

mere made, witnesses said, 
in 'order to havio:plete 
record of -yea inter-, inter- 
view s. 

Others were apparently 
made for motives of self-
defense in the poisoned at. 
mosphere that enveloped the 
WAite House this year, 

Hidden Mike 
For example, former At-

torney General Johnkiih-
ell testified last wee ghat 
ex-White House domestic 
czar John D. Ehrlichman 
oncetried to maneuver him 

into 'a seat close to a hidden 

ywhere -- A White 
e in Ehrli 	an's 

W e rouse office. 
The incident occurre on 

"April 14, when Ehrlichman 
was trying to "smoke out" 
Mitchell to see if he would 
accept part of the blame for 
Watergate'. 

Asked .why' he thought the 
conversation was bugged, 
Mitchell said: "Most of the 
time I met in John Ehrlich-
man's office, we sat on a 
sofa around .a coffee table 

. . But at this particular 
time he invited me over to 
sit. in a chair in front of his . 
slesk*nd fudged around a 
little 'bit . 	. 

"It occurred to me Oat' 
the switch in pattern of op-
eration might very • well 
have something to do with 
where the microphone was," 
Mitchell said. 

Taped Call 
Ehrlichman also taped a 

phone call_ he made to 
Mitchell's successor as At-
torney General, Richard 
Kleindienst, on March 
S e n. 	Lowell Wei 
(R-Conn.) read the 
script of the call into the 
hearing record. 

Ehrlichman placed 
call to Kleindienst, who as 
visiting a t his parents' 
house. After making sure 
that Kleindienst was on a 
nbn-governmental p hone,  
Ehrlichman discussed ways 
to hush Weicker, who was 
then being very critical of 
White House handling of 
Watergate. 

Another witness, Jet) S. 
Magruder, Mitchell's deputy 
at the Committee to Re-elect 
the President; testified that 
he began to suspect last win- 
t 	hat ...he was being "set 
u 	o take the blame.for 
Watergate. 

House Way of Life 
7lhesuspicionbeganinDe-

cember. at a' conference 
with John Dean which Ma-
gruder believes was taped. 
Dean at the time was claim- 
ing to have forgotten details 
of meetings early in 1972 in 
which. plans for the Water-
gate bugging, . were , CO s-
cussed, Magruder said. 

"All - subsequent Meetinizs 
that I had with either Mr. 
Haldeman. Mr. Ehrlichman, 
and I gather meetings I had 
with Mr. Dean from that 
time on, were taped." Ma-
gruder told the Senate com-
mittee. 

Federal prosecutors have 
a tape of a meeting:between 
Haldeman and Magruder on 
March .29. The Senate com- , 

ee has the tape:, of an 
A t 19 meeting hitween 
ipS 

Magruder and L.04'ence 
Higby, ' ' a Haldeman aide. 

1 A . 	tide r said Ehrlich--  
man t 	a, meeting they 
had on April 20, when Ma-
gruder gave him an outline 
of his role in Watergate. 

Haldeman's lawyer, John 
J. Wilson, said Haldeman 
began taping conversations 
with. Magruder i n late 
March after hearing that 
Magruder was talking to re-
porters and federal investi-
gators. Wilson said the tape 
covers one talk with Halde-
man and two or three with 
111gby. 

tNilson said his other Cli-
ent, John Ehrlichman, also 
taped "six or seven conver-
sations" with various.people 
implicated in Watergate. He 

• declined to identify them. 
*le earliest example of a 

recorded conversation that 
has surfaced so far was 
White House political opaa-• 
tire Charles Colson's tafflig. 

' of a phone call he received 

from formeri 	Sen. 
George Smathers 	fall 
of 1971. 

Smathers called. ' to • ask 
Colson's help in arranging 
parole for a Miami Beach 
client, o was in prison. In 
a m 	to John .Dean, Col- 
son 	he turned on his re- 
cor 	device. as soon as 
Sm 	rs brought up the pa- 
rol 	atter. Colson called 
the quest "too hot for me 
to 	hdle" and turned it 
over to Dean. who told the 

- Se, 	tee about it 

Colson also recorded a 
phOne call from E. Howard 
Hunt, one of the Watergate 
burglars, shortly after the 
Novembe r, 1972 eleetion. 
Hunt.: w a s demanding 
mon:Ey, and Colson brought 
the tape of the conversation 
to Dean. rho eventually 
tIrra41 it over to the Senate 
corninittee. 

I 	hiS own testimony, 
Dean acknowledge#1. 0ord-
ing, only one conversation. 
That was on Marth 29, when 
he talked on the phone to 
Peter Maroulis, the lawyer 
for Watergate burglar G. 
Goiton Liddy. Dean wanted 
Liddy to give a Statement 
sayiug that Dean had no 
prior 'knowledge of ''the bug-
ging4  but' lVfaroulis said Lid-.,] 
dy wouldn't 


