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On his way to Camp.Davi Mr. Nixon stops to chat with Girl Scouts -inking on the road. 
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Ull tilt All the Wa e 
Following is 4.transeript of 

President Nixonis remarks to 
200 White Rouse staff mem-
bers in the Rose.: Garden yes-
terday: 

Thank you very much for 
your very warm welcome., 

I had heard that while I 
was out at Bethesda that 
you were all working and 
here you are outside. 
(Laughter) 

However, I do want you to 
know that, after a week 
away from the White House, 
it is very good to be bark, 
and particularly good to be 
back to see all of you. 

As I was at Bethesda, I re-
alized that that wag the first 
time in 13 years I had been 
in the hospital except for 
my physical examinations. 
The other time was in the 
year 1960 when, some of you 
may recall, I had a knee in-
fection and was at. Walter 
Reed for two weeks. 

I told the staff at 
Bethesda that I gOt-out-per-
haps a day or twir earlier, 
not because their medica-
tion, which was excellent, 
and their competence, which 
was superb, but because 
their spirit lifted me. And I 
can assure you another rea-
son I am back a little bit 
early is that your spirit lifts 
me and I am most grateful 
for the fact that while I was 
there, a few papers used to. 
come out, you know, the 
things you send out to me 
that I sign without looking 
at. (Laughter) 	. 	- 

In any event, I .:do  want 
you to know that just' the 
thought that while I was 
away, that the White. House 
was going' forward, that all 
the work was being done, 
that everything that needed 
to be done for this country 
was going forward as I - 
would have wanted it to go 
forward, and as the people 
would want it to go forward, 
that really helped me get 
back. And I thank you very 
much for all those extra 
hours so many of you put in 
during that time. 

As you can imagine, while 
I was there, I had a lot of 
chance to think, to sleep, to ,  
rest. It is a little difficult, I 
must say, to do some of 
those things when you are 
not used to it. I mean I am 
used to thinking but 
(laughter) — not sleeping 
and resting. 

Also, I had a chance to go 
through some of the mail 
Rose sent out to me, se-
lected mail and wires from 
all over the country. It 
seems that _ nOthing really 
touches people more than 
illness. You know, if you 
want • to • talk to somebody 
_and you say, "How are you' 
feeling?" they Usually tell 
you. Then things.  really get 
going. So,-  at-far 'as this was 
concerned, I found that 'I 
must have heard from' 
everybody in this country 
who had had pneumonia - 
and believe me, there are a 
lot of them that havehad 
pneumonia. (Laughter) 

All of them touched me,'  
but I, as usual, tried to pick 
one out I thought was par-
ticularly interesting. It 
would come from California, 



use a phrase my Ohio father 
used to use. Any suggestion 
that this President is, ever 
going to slow down while he 
is President or is ever going 
to leave this office until he 
continues to do the job and 
finishes the job he was 
elected to do, anyone who 
suggests that, that is just 
plain poppycock. 

We are going to stay on 
this job until we get the job 
done. (Applause.) 

Because after all, you see, 
when we put all of the 
events that we read about, 
the things we see on televi-
sion; in perspective and then 
we think of the ages, we 
think of the world and not 
just our own little world, we 
think of the nation and not 
only our little part of that 
nation, we realize that here 

have to do and so little time in this office is where the  to do it, at the end of the great decisions are going to 
next 31/2 years to look back be made that are going to  
and think: But for that day, determine whether we have  something went undone that peace in this world for years might have been done that to come. We have made such 
would have made a differ- great strides toward that 
ence in whether we have goal. 

,Peace in the world or a bet 	It is going to determine ter life at home. That would whether there is a chance be the greatest frustration=....that this nation can have a of all. 	 pia-Warity without war and 
without inflation, something I don't say this heroically, 

because I know that every we have not had since Presi- 
man who has ever been in dent Eisenhower was Presi- 
this position feels exactly dent, and we are making  
the same way,' and has felt progress toward the goal.  
as 'I do. 	 It is going to determine So, I want you to know whether or not this nation is 

going to be on a course that 

very well-intentioned people,  
who thought that perhaps 
the burdens of the office, 
you know, some of the 
rather rough assaults that 
any man in this office gets 
from time to time, brings on 
an illness and, 'after going 
through such an illness, that,  
I might get so tired that I 
would consider either slow-
ing down or even, some sug-
gested, resigning. 

Well, now, just so we set 
that to rest, I am going to 

what my answer to them 
was and what my answer to 
you is. No one in this great_ 
office at this time in the 
world's history can slow 
down. This office requires a 
President who will work 
right up to the hilt .all the 
thne. That is what I have 
been doing. That is what I 
am going to continue to do 
and I want all of you to do 
likewise. 

I know many say, "But 
then you will risk your 
health," Well, the health of 
a man is not nearly as im-
portant as the health of the 
nation and the health of the 
world. 

I do want you to know 
that I feel that we have so 
little time in the positions 
that all of us hold, and so 
much to do. With all that we 

when I come back from we all worked for, a course Camp David Monday morn in which, rather than having ing, it is going to be full tilt the rate of crime escalating all' the way and we want all in this nation, the use of of you to work that way, too. dangerous drugs destroying Another bit of advice, too, 	- our young people, that we that I am not going to take, win those battles 'which we oh, it really isn't advice, I have launched and carried 
was rather amused by some on. It is going to determine 

whether programs we have 
to provide fair and better 
opportunity for all Ameri-
cans are going to have a 
chance, whether they are 
carried forward. 

There are these and other 
great causes that we were 
elected overwhelmingly to 
carry forward in November 
of 1972. And what we were 
elected to do, we are going 
to do, and let others wallow 
in Watergate, we are going 
to do our job. (Applause) 

as you might imagine, Liver-
more, California,.up north.: I 
campaigned it many Years:: 
ago; in 1950; when it was 
Knell town. It has grown up 
a little now'. It is from an 8--  
year-old and he Prints it. 

He writes: "Dear Presi-
dent Nixon: I beard•  you 
were sick- with pneumonia. I 
just got out of the hospital 
yesterday with pneumonia 
and I hope you did not catch 
it from me." (Laughter and 
applause) 

"Now you be a good boy 
and eat your vegetables like 
I had to." I hate vegetables, 
but I will eat them. "If you 
take your medicine and 
yohr shots, •you will be out 
in eight days like I was. 
Love, John W. James III, 
eight years old." 

Well, John. W. James III, I 
got out in seven days, so 
did a little bit better than 
he did. But perhaps my case 
of pneumonia was not as dif-
ficult as his. I will take his 
advfee?I will-.-eat.my.  vegeta-
bles. Try now 'ail&-theln to 
take the shots — maybe riot,  
the kind of shot that he 
takes, but who knows — 
(Laughter) Walter Tkach is 
my adviser in that respect. 

But in any event, there is 
one bit of advice I am not 
going to take, and I will not 

.take too much of your time 
to tell you about that advice, 
because this is a veil seri-
ous vein. — it will be of in-
terest to our friends in the 
press, to • the, whole nation 
and to the thousands who 
have mitten me, and it will 
disturb MY very good corps 
of doctors who were advis-
ing me -to do this, do that; 
and so forth and so on — .  
that is, they said, "Mr. Presi-
dent, now look, you-  have, ex- 
cellent-  health, you have 
been very fortunate that 
you have established a mod-
ern record of 41/2 years in 
the White HOuse Without 
having missed a day because 
of illness, but you have got 
to realize you are human. 
You can't press yourself so 
much and what you haye to 
do is to slow down a little 
now and take some time off 
and relax a little more." 

I just want you to know 


