
Washington 
A former aide to H. R. 

Haldeman testified yester-
day that the ex-White 
House chief of staff was 
informed more than two 
months before the Water-
gate -.breakin that Presi-
dent Nixon's re-election 
committee had set up "a 
sophisticated political in-
telligence - gathering sys-
tem." 

Gordon C. Strachan, who 
served as the liaison be-
tween the White House and 
the Committee for the Re-
election of the President, 
told the Senate Watergate 
committee that two or three 
days after the break-in, he 
destroyed a memorandum 
informing Haldeman of the 
intelligence system. 

Strachan also said that 
-after speaking to" Halde-
man, he destroyed a sample 
intelligence report and' sev-
eral other documents" that 
he feared might link the bur-
glars to the White House. 

Strachan read a 15-page 
prepared statement before 
the committee adjourned un-
til Monday, when he will re-
turn. 

TAPES 
• The investigating commit-
tee seemed bent on prepar-
ing for an apparent show-
down with the President 
next week over White House 
reluctance to turn over ,to 
the Senators secret tapes of 
Mr. Nixon's conversations 
with key figures in the Wa-
tergate case. 

The committee scheduled 
a closed meeting at 9 a.m 
Monday to receive the Presi-
dent's formal reply, amid 
strong intimations froin cur-
vent White House aides that 
Mr. Nixon would refuse to 
budge from his positioirthat 
the constitutional separation 
of powers would not permit 
Senate access to the tapes or 
to White House documents. 

Senator Howard H. Baker 
Jr. of Tennessee, the senior 
Republican on the commit 

.tee, said that he "won't be 
eve" reports of the Presi 

d e n t 's apparent decision 
"until I hear it from the 

President." 
But other officials of the 

committee said that they ex-
nect the committee to vOte 
Menday to subpoena "zthe 
tapes and documents, and 
thus launch a major legal 
battle with the White Hodge. 
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ness before the committee in 
a .position to confirm allega-
tions made last month by 
John W. Dean III, the dis-
missed White House legal 
counsel, that the President 
and his senior assistants -
Haldeman and John D. Ehr-
lictrnan — were " partici-
pants in the coverup. 

In his brief appearance 
yesterday afternoon, Stra-
chan. acknowledged that he 
had been the courier who 
transmitted $350,000 o f 
White House "polling" funds 
to others who used part of 
the cash to pay off the seven 
original Watergate case de-
fendants. 

But he denied having been 
aware of the intended use of 
the money. 

Even though he appeared 
before the panel under a 
grant of partial immunity 
from prosecution, Strachan 
seemed reluctant to volun-
teer the specifics of what he 
described as his close asso-
ciation "during my employ-
ment at the White 'House 

' with individuals who have 
confessed 	t o 	criminal 
wrongdoing." 

MAGRUDER 
Strachan disputed the ac-

count of Jeb Stuart Magru-
der, deputy director of the 
re-election committee, that 
he had been kept informed 
routinely of the three meet-
ings in early 1972 at which 
the cost.-K the intelligence,  
gathering.Scherne of G. Gor- 

don LiadY;'a, cOnvicte 	at- 
ergate conspirator, , 	a s 
pared,' from $1 million, to 
$250,000 and .the plan reluc-
tantly approVed by former 
Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell. 

Strachan said he had.told 
the senators where to find 
"documentary proof" that 

Dean was responsible • tor 
keeping Halcteman a::6reast 
o f campaign intelligence 
matters. 

Nonetheless, assert in g 
that he wanted to "supply 
some missing links" in.. the 
chain of evidence prese4ted 
by earlier witnesses, Stra-
chan described how he, had 
advised his superior. Halde-
man,. when Magruder told 
him that an intelligence plan 
had been approved early in 
\pril of last year. 

PHONE 
In a "rather short",,tele-

phone conversation. S t r a-
chan said, Magruder gave 
him a brief description of 
a bout 30 "major campaign 
decisions" that had been 
made at a March 30 meeting 
with Mitchell, then the cam-
paign director, and Frederic 
C. LaRue, a campaign aide. 

"He told me, and I am re-
peating his words rather 
precisely." said :"Strachan, 

• "A sophisticated political in-
telligence - gathering ,„system 
has been approved with a, 
budget of 300 ($300,000). Un-
fortunately, he neither gave 
me nor did I ask for any 
further details about the 
subject." 

MEMO 
Strachan said he subse-

quently included the infor-
mation in one of the perigdic 
"political matters" memo-
randa he wrote to Halde-
man. 

He said that this particu-
lar memo was eight or ten 
pages long, with more than a 
dozen attachments, but that 
it contained only a single. 
three-line paragraph that re-
lated the information about 
the intelligence plan. 

Strachan said he had in-
cluded, as attachment "H" 
to the memo, one of three 
political intelligence reports 
he had received from the 
campaign committee. 

He said the report had 
been titled "Sedan Chair 2" 
— which other witnesses 
have testified was the code 
name of a double agent in 
t h e presidential primary 
campaign of Senator Hubert 
H. Humphrey (Dem-Minn.). 

The intelligence report, 
Strachan said, began with 
words like "a confidential 
source reveals." 

Strachan testified under 
oath that he "certainly be-
gan to wonder" after the 
June 17, 1972, burglary, at 
t he Democratic National 
Committee headquarters in 
the Watergate "who else 
but" officials of Oeyresi- 
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GORDON STRACHAN 
He says he told his boss 

dent's campaign could have 
been involved. 

Despite Strachan's p r o-
fessed desire to "supply 
some,  missing links," his 
prepared statement left a 
number of gaps to be filled 
in by responses to questions. 

Straohan. offered no ex-
planation for the discrepan-
cy in the amount of the intel-
ligence gathering budget — 
every -other witness has set 
it at $250,000 rather than the 
$300,000. Strachan recalled — 
and he omitted the names of 
those Who had involved him, 
however peripherally, in the 
coverup. .  

"My -intention to corrobo-
rate 'speCific matters and to 
refute others does not stem 
from a desire .to testify for 
or against anyone — nor 
from a desire to feign exces-
sive remorse — but solely 
because I am here to tell the 
truth," the 29-year-old wit-
ness said. 
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