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The Haldeman- 
By Bob Woodward .  
and Carl Bernstein 

Washington Post 

Washington 
H. R. Haldeman and 

John N. Mitchell talked 
about the "adequacy" of 
an intelligence operation 
in the spring of 1972, im-
mediately after Mitchell 
returned f r o m Key Bis-
cayne where plans for the 
Watergate bugging were 
discussed, according to a 
former aide to Haldeman. 

In a closed-door appear-
ance before members of the 
Senate Watergate Commit-
tee last week, the aide, Gar-
d o n Strachan, gave the 
strongest testimony to date 
suggesting t h e possibility 
that Haldeman, who was  

then President Nixon's chief 
of staff, knew about discus-
sions of bugging plans. 

Strachan said . Haldeman 
and Mitchell, who was then 
Mr. Nixon's campaign man-
ager, discussed the intelli-
gence operation on the tele-
phone on April 4, 1972, and 
set up a meeting on the sub-
ject. 

Strachan testified t h a t, 
based on memos he later de-
stroyed, he concluded that 
t h e discussion between 
Mitchell and Haldeman had 
to be about the Watergate 
operaton. Mitchell has testi-
fied before the Senate com-
mittee that the only intelli-
gence-gathering operation 
he discussed was that in-
volving the Watergate, but 
that he rejected the Water- 

gate plans during the Key 
Biscayne meeting o n 
March 30. 1972. 

T h e deputy campaign 
director for President Nix-
on's campaign, Jeb Stuart 
Magruder, has testified that 
Mitchell approved the plans 
at the Key Biscayne meet-
ing. 

Frederic C. LaRue, a 
Mitchell aide who was the 
third person at the Key Bis-
c a y n e meeting, testified 
publicly before the Senate 
Watergate  Committee 
Wednesday that Mitchell 
neither approved nor reject-
ed the plans but instead sug-
gested that a decision could 
be made later on. 
Strachan's testimony 

about the telephone discus- 

sion ' between Mitchell and 
Haldeman five days later, 
on April 4, tends to support 
either Magruder's or La-
Rue's version.of the Key Bis-
cayne meeting. 

One Senate source famil-
iar with Strachan's testimo-
ny said: "Here Mitchell and 
Haldeman are talking about 
the 'adequacy' of the intelli-
gence plan five days after 
Mitchell claimed he rejected 
it." 

Mitchell's logs of tele-
phone calls and meetings 
show that on April 4 — the 
day he returned from Key 
Biscayne — he talked on the 
telephone with Haldeman at 
12:30 p.m. and met with him 
at 2:45 p.m. Strachan appar- 
ently did not te 't4`' 	to the 
substance of the meeting..  

Mitchell Memos 
A summary of Strachan's 

testimony made available to 
the Washington Post also 
quotes Strichan as saying 
that Magruder called him 
after t h e Key Biscayne 
meeting with Mitchell. 

In the words of the sum-
mary, the President's re-
election committee "n o w 
has a sophisticated intelli-
gence-gathering capability" 
with an approved budget of 
about $300,000, Strachan said 
Magruder told him. 

To show the relationship'  
between 	t h e Mitchell- 
Haldeman intelligence-
gathering discussion and the 
Watergate operation, Stra-
chan testified that Halde 
man ordered him to destroy 
a memo about a meeting 

Mitchell a n d Haldeman 
scheduled about intelligence 
gathering after their phone 
call. 

Haldeman ordered that 
the memo be destroyed im-
mediately after the June 17, 
1972, Watergate break -i n, 
Strachan testified. In addi-
tion, Strachan testified that 
Haldeman ordered six other 
documents destroyed at that 
time — including two deal-
ing with intelligence done by 
G. Gordon Liddy, later con-
victed in the Watergate con-
spiracy. 

The summary of Stra-
chan's testimony says Stra-
chan told the Senate com-
mittee that the documents 
he' destroyed included a 
memo from Magruder on  

the Key Biscayne meeting 
with Mitchell. 

The summary says Stra-
chan testified that Halde-
man read that memo but 
perhaps not in its entirety. It 
i s unclear whether the 
memo made a specific refer-
ence to the Watergate bug-
ging plan. 

The other memos which 
were destroyed included doc-
uments which indicate that 
Haldeman had knowledge of 
other intelligence opera-
tions. 

Specifically, the destroyed 
memos included "a hand-
written note when Halde-
man instructed Strachan to 
have Liddy move emphasis 
from Muskie to McGovern," 
according to the summary  

of Strachan's testimony. 
During the Watergate trial 

last January, Thomas Greg-
ory, a Brigham Young 
University student w h o 
worked for Liddy's c o-
conspirator, E. Howard 
Hunt Jr., testified that he 
first spied on the campaign 
of Senator Edmund S. Mus-
kie (Dem-Me.) last year and 
later shifted to the cam-
paign of Senator George S. 
McGovern (Dem-S33.). 

Strachan also testified 
that he destroyed a memo 
that instructed Donald H. 
Segretti, an alleged political 
saboteur, to discontinue re-
porting to Dwight L. Chapin, 
t h e President's appoint-
ments secretary, and con3.- 
mence reporting to Liddy. 


