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 I 

think it occurred w
hen S

enator G
urney 

, tu
rn

ed
 to

 S
en

ato
r E

rv
in

 an
d
 accu

sed
 

h
im

 o
f h

a
ra

ssin
g
 th

e
 w

itn
e
ss, n

o
t 

q
u
estio

n
in

g
 h

im
, th

at I sen
sed

 m
y
 

stro
n
g
 p

erso
n
al affectio

n
 fo

r S
en

ato
r 

S
am

, affectio
n
 b

ey
o
n
d
 resp

ect, affec-
tion approaching fam

ily feeling. I w
as 

not m
erely stunned by the vilification, 

I w
as p

ain
ed

; as if m
y
 fav

o
rite u

n
cle 

o
r g

ran
d
fath

er, w
h
o
m

 I k
n
ew

 to
 b

e 
g
o
o
d
 an

d
 ju

st, w
ere b

ein
g
 slan

d
ered

 
in

 fu
ll p

u
b
lic v

iew
. 

W
ell, old G

randfather or U
ncle w

as 
stu

n
n
ed

 to
o
 b

y
 th

e u
n
fair an

d
 in

accu
-

rate attack
, an

d
 th

ere h
u
n
g
 a m

o
m

en
t 

o
f m

o
v
in

g
 silen

ce (w
ith

 U
n
cle's lip

s 
fu

m
b
lin

g
 fo

r w
o
rd

s) w
h
en

 o
n
e d

id
n
't 

k
n
o
w

 if m
ay

b
e th

e o
ld

 m
an

 w
as in

-
d
eed

 to
o
 o

ld
 to

 d
efen

d
 h

im
self. A

las, 
he ivasn't, he did; and in his character-
istic

 w
a
y
. In

 h
is th

ic
k
 a

c
c
e
n
t a

n
d
 

fro
g
g
y
 reso

n
an

ce, h
e rep

lied
 th

at h
e 

had no intention of harassing the w
it-

n
ess b

u
t w

as cro
ss-ex

am
in

in
g
 h

im
, 

an
d
 w

as d
o
in

g
 it in

 th
e o

n
ly

 w
ay

 h
e 

k
n
ew

, w
h
ich

 m
ay

 h
av

e b
een

 ro
u
g
h
 

an
d
 n

o
t to

o
 fash

io
n
ab

le o
r u

p
-to

-d
ate 

seein
g
 as h

e w
as a co

u
n
try

 law
y
er 

b
asically

, b
u
t it w

as th
e o

n
ly

 w
ay

 h
e 

h
a
d
 e

v
e
r d

o
n
e
 it fo

r th
e
 la

st fifty
 

years. G
randfather had com

e through. 
N

o
w

, it's th
at last ch

aracteristic—
lack

 o
f fash

io
n
ab

len
ess an

d
 d

o
in

g
 

th
in

g
s h

is o
w

n
 (co

u
n
try

) w
ay

 —
th

at 
has as m

uch to do w
ith his becom

ing  

a hero during these W
atergate w

eeks 
as any of his other estim

able qualities. 
In

tu
itio

n
s o

f th
e m

an
's w

o
rth

 an
d
 

character w
ere to be surm

ised earlier 
o
n
, b

efo
re th

e h
earin

g
s b

eg
an

, p
er-

haps [especially] at that m
om

ent w
hen 

h
e sto

o
d
 u

p
 to

 th
e T

y
ran

t's h
ab

itu
al 

claim
 to executive om

nipotence (called 
here executive privilege). N

o, G
randpa 

w
h
o
 lo

o
k
ed

 so
m

eth
in

g
 lik

e a w
alru

s 
h
ad

 b
een

 a citizen
 an

d
 law

y
er an

d
 

le
g
isla

to
r fo

r fa
r to

o
 lo

n
g
 in

 th
e
 

R
ep

u
b
lic to

 b
e tak

en
 in

 o
r scared

 o
ff 

b
y
 d

ictato
rial th

reats; th
u
s h

is o
w

n
 

im
m

ediate dem
ocratic threat, to send 

his sergeants-at-arm
s to pry open that 

n
ew

ly
 created

 W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

f P
riv

i-
leg

e an
d
 b

rin
g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e fello
w

s in
 

q
u
estio

n
 to

 face th
e p

eo
p
le. D

id
 th

e 
T

y
ran

t k
n
o
w

 th
en

 th
at h

e w
as n

o
t 

dealing w
ith a lackey of his court, but 

a m
an

 w
h
o
 w

as h
is o

w
n
 m

an
 in

 a 
dem

ocracy? W
ell, som

e of us did. F
or 

in his angry rejection of D
ivine M

on-
arch

 R
ig

h
ts (read

 D
ictato

r o
r T

y
ran

t 
th

reats), G
ran

d
p
a E

rv
in

 reeled
 o

ff a 
little lecture on dem

ocracy—
the peo-

ple's ,place in it and the P
resident's—

th
at w

as a cro
ss b

etw
een

 T
w

ain
 an

d
 

Jefferso
n
, an

d
 th

at w
o
u
ld

 serv
e as a 

far b
etter lesso

n
 in

 p
atrio

tism
 th

an
 

flag-saluting or R
ed-baiting, or decal-

d
isp

lay
in

g
. Y

es, y
o
u
 co

u
ld

 sen
se 

prem
onitions then —

 w
ith know

ledge 
joined by m

oral outrage, passion and 
p
erso

n
al sty

le b
y
 in

tellectu
al su

b
-

stance, M
ansfield-politeness replaced 

b
y
 E

rv
in

-an
g
er —

 th
at an

 A
m

erican
 

hero w
as in the m

aking. 

M
y
 d

ear S
en

ato
r, it's b

een
 a lo

n
g
, 

lo
n
g
 tim

e in
 o

u
r n

atio
n
al life —

 fo
r 

m
yself, for m

any of us, alm
ost tw

enty 
y
ears, w

h
en

 w
e first learn

ed
 ab

o
u
t 

d
em

o
cracy

 th
ro

u
g
h
 an

 elfin
, w

h
ite-

haired gentlem
an law

yer w
ho took on 

an
d
 d

efeated
 an

o
th

er eg
o
m

an
iacal 

tyrant on national television—
a long 

tittle since w
e've had som

eone to look 
up to, respect, laugh w

ith, and finally 
even, love. S

om
eone w

hom
 w

e'd w
ant 

to sit dow
n to dinner w

ith, as w
ell as 

o
n
e to

 lead
 u

s. S
tev

en
so

n
 fo

r all h
is 

m
an

y
 civ

ilized
 v

irtu
es lack

ed
 tested

 
m

oral courage and intellectual stam
ina; 

the K
ennedys lived too few

 years and 
w

ere b
arn

acled
 w

ith
 p

o
litical m

a-
ch

in
es; G

en
e M

cC
arth

y
 an

d
 G

eo
rg

e 
M

cG
o
v
ern

 cam
e clo

se d
u
rin

g
 th

e 
sn

o
w

sto
rm

s o
f N

ew
 H

am
p
sh

ire an
d
 

briefly afterw
ards before fading badly. 

B
u
t it's b

een
 y

o
u
, d

ear w
ise S

en
ato

r, 
m

a
k
in

g
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 o
v
e
r in

to
 th

e
 

T
yrant's W

aterloo, against the w
ishes 

o
f th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice, th
e 

A
dm

inistration,- even H
arvard • prose-

cutors, you, S
enator,w

ho have touched 
the hero-chord in an age w

hen heroism
 

has been (deservedly) dem
ythologiied 

an
d
 h

ero
es ex

p
o
sed

 as p
ap

ier-m
ach

e 
fig

u
res. N

o
w

 in
 th

e p
ro

cess y
o
u
'v

e 
revitalized dem

ocracy, replacing em
pty 

rhetoric and lies w
ith true dem

ocratic 
su

b
stan

ce; an
d
 also

, in
 th

e p
ro

cess, 
rev

italized
 th

at clich
e-rid

d
en

 h
o
rse, 

television. 
F

o
rg

iv
e m

e, sir, fo
r m

o
v
in

g
 in

to
 

lo
fty

 lin
g
o
 in

 th
is casu

al ag
e, b

u
t I 

think you help us redefine the m
ean- 

in
g
 o

f th
e h

ero
ic: th

e jo
in

in
g
 o

f th
e 

ordinary (dow
nhom

e stories) w
ith the 

extraordinary (your know
ledge of the 

C
onstitution and the law

); the oppor-
tu

n
ity

 to
 m

eet a g
reat ch

allen
g
e an

d
 

tak
e o

n
 a m

o
n
stro

u
s o

p
p
o
n
en

t; th
e 

acknow
ledgm

ent of, vulnerability w
hile 

getting the job done. In a book by the 
late historian, R

ichard H
ofstadter, this 

chapter subtitle described T
hom

as Jef-
ferson: "T

he A
ristocrat as D

em
ocrat." 

I w
o
u
ld

 rev
erse th

is w
ith

 y
o
u
, M

r. 
E

rv
in

, an
d
 say

: "T
h
e D

em
o
crat 

as 
A

ristrocrat." 
N

ow
 I m

ean by that, sir, that in the 
m

idst of dealing w
ith lies, cover-ups, 

crim
es, m

ech
an

ical h
ack

s an
d
 co

n
-

scienceless bureaucrats, cheats, extor-
tio

n
ists, p

erju
rers, b

u
rg

lars, b
ag

m
en

 
and blackm

ailers, w
hile dealing w

ith 
th

e lo
w

 so
rd

id
 crim

es o
f th

e T
y
ran

t 
(the higher ones, of Indochina, as you 
w

ell know
, need another, courtroom

), 
you have rem

ained just, cultured, intel-
lig

en
t, g

racefu
l, learn

ed
. A

n
d
 an

g
ry

, 
p
ro

p
erly

 an
g
ry

, let's n
o
t fo

rg
et th

at. 
F

o
rtu

n
ately

, sir, y
o
u
're th

e first to
 

b
e aw

are o
f th

e d
an

g
ers o

f a m
an

 
thinking him

self a king in a dem
ocracy, 

b
ey

o
n
d
 th

e law
s an

d
 th

e p
eo

p
le o

f 
th

e lan
d
. Isn

't th
at in

 p
art w

h
at y

o
u
r 

cu
rren

t in
v
estig

atio
n
 is ab

o
u
t, an

d
 

particularly your present plea for the 
T

y
ran

t to
 act lik

e a m
an

 ag
ain

 an
d
 

face th
e p

eo
p
le b

efo
re it is to

o
 late 

an
d
 h

e is b
ro

k
en

 in
 h

is ro
le as self-

anointed king? 
A

lan L
elchuh is au

th
o
r o

f the novel, 
"A

m
erican M

ischief." 


