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In the Spell of John M
itchell 

B
y R

u
ssell B

ak
er 

W
h

en
 th

e p
ro

p
o

sal fo
r P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon's C
hina visit w

as first m
ade no-

body told the P
resident. 

P
resident N

ixon w
as fam

ous for dis-
liking C

om
m

unism
, especially in C

hina, 
and H

enry K
issinger knew

 that if he 
ever learned people w

ere sitting around 
the W

hite H
ouse discussing visits like 

th
at, h

e w
o

u
ld

 b
lo

w
 th

e lid
 o

ff th
e 

w
hole project. 
T

his, of course, w
ould have endan-

g
ered

 h
is ch

an
ce to

 b
e re-elected

, 
w

hich w
as a lot m

ore im
portant than 

w
hether C

hiang K
ai-shek got his feel- 

• ings 
K

issinger, therefore, decided to go 
ah

ead
 an

d
 set u

p
 th

e v
isit w

ith
o

u
t 

involving the P
resident. 

W
earing an ill-fitting red w

ig pro-
v

id
ed

 b
y

 th
e C

.I.A
., K

issin
g

er flew
 

in
to

 P
ek

in
g
 to

 d
iscu

ss th
e trip

 w
ith

 
C

hou E
n-lai. H

e said a lot of A
m

er-
icans w

ith hundred-dollar bills w
ant- 

ed the P
resident to visit C

hina so he 
could be re-elected. O

therw
ise A

m
er-

ica w
o

u
ld

 fall u
n

d
er th

e sw
ay

 o
f 

G
eorge M

cG
overn, w

ho w
as soft on 

w
om

en's liberation. 
U

nfortunately, P
resident N

ixon w
as 

such a. devout anti-C
om

m
unist that he 

w
ould blow

 the w
histle on the w

hole 
idea and provoke dam

aging publicity 
in

 th
e m

ed
ia if h

e learn
ed

 th
at h

e 
w

as involved in visiting C
hina. 

T
o

 g
et aro

u
n

d
 th

is p
ro

b
lem

, K
is-

sin
g

er ask
ed

 C
h

o
u

 if th
e C

h
in

ese 
w

ould go along w
ith an idea w

hich 
H

ow
ard H

unt had com
e uo w

ith w
hile 

rum
m

aging through som
e psychiatric 

files. 
C

h
o

u
 said

 to
 sto

p
 rig

h
t th

ere. H
e 

didn't w
ant to be associated w

ith any-
th

in
g
 th

at h
ad

 b
een

 d
ream

ed
 u

p
 b

y
 

H
unt. It w

ould probably involve send-
ing G

ordon L
iddy to C

hina w
earing 

an ill-fitting' N
ixon w

ig provided by 
the C

.I.A
., C

hou said. 

O
B

S
E

R
V

E
R

 

K
issinger said that w

as right. 
C

hou said forget it. C
hina w

anted 
the real N

ixon or none at all, he said. 
If N

ixon didn't w
ant to com

e, he said, 
A

m
erica w

o
u
ld

 ju
st h

av
e to

 p
u
t u

p
 

w
ith w

om
en's liberation for the next 

four years. 
B

ack in W
ashington, K

issinger con-
ferred and shredded w

ith H
. R

. H
alde-

m
an

 an
d

 Jo
h

n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

. H
e to

ld
 

them
 that it m

ight be 'best if he w
ent 

to
 th

e P
resid

en
t, to

ld
 h

im
 ab

o
u

t th
e 

C
hina trip and asked him

 to consider 
it. H

aldem
an and E

hrlichm
an protested 

that this w
ould be a terrible m

istake. 
T

here w
as no point in involving the 

P
resident in m

atters of this sort. B
e-

sides, he had im
portant things to think 

a
b
o
u
t. • 

T
hen one night K

issinger w
as tele- 

phoned by a m
an nam

ed John D
ean. 

It h
as o

n
ly

 b
een

 w
ith

in
 th

e p
ast 

w
eek that P

resident N
ixon has learned 

h
e w

as actu
ally

 in
 C

h
in

a last y
ear; 

and he is said to be furious, although 
not at P

rofessor K
issinger. 

O
n
ce D

ean
 en

tered
 th

e p
ictu

re, 
W

hite H
ouse people say, K

issinger ob-
viously had no choice but to follow

 
orders. Instead of throw

ing K
issinger 

out of the w
indow

 as he should have 
d

o
n

e as so
o

n
 as th

e w
o

rd
 "P

ek
in

g
" 

w
as m

entioned, D
ean ordered the pro-

fesso
r to

 arran
g
e fo

r th
e trip

 at th
e 

soonest possible point in tim
e. 

D
etails are still v

ag
u

e ab
o

u
t h

o
w

 
D

ean m
anaged to m

aneuver the P
resi-

dent innocently through the long jour-
ney, w

hich included several state ban-
quets, conversations w

ith C
hou E

n-lai 
and a m

eeting w
ith C

hairm
an M

ao. 
O

n
e ru

m
o

r h
as it th

at D
ean

 trick
ed

 
th

e P
resid

en
t w

ith
 a sto

ry
 ab

o
u

t in
-

sp
ectin

g
 so

m
e real estate fo

r a p
o

s- 

sib
le A

sian
 v

acatio
n

 W
h

ite H
o

u
se. 

A
nother has it that the P

resident w
as 

told he w
as actually in T

aiw
an. 

W
ith D

ean's ingenuity it w
ould have 

been. child's play for him
 to deceive 

the P
resident into believing that C

hou 
E

n-lai w
as actually C

hiang K
ai-shek, 

that M
ao T

se-tung w
as M

m
e. C

hiang 
K

ai-shek, and that the G
reat W

all of 
C

hina w
as part of the T

aiw
an D

isney-
land. 

In
 an

y
 ev

en
t, th

e P
resid

en
t is so

 
alarm

ed by the discovery of the C
hina 

visit that he has ordered a full inves-
tig

atio
n
 to

 fin
d
 o

u
t w

h
ere h

e h
as 

been and w
hom

, if anybody, he has 
seen during the past tw

o years. 
H

e is said
 to

 su
sp

ect th
at h

e m
ay

 
even have gone to R

ussia, thanks to 
the perfidy of John D

ean. P
rofessor 

K
issinger is reluctant to trouble him

 
w

ith the facts of the m
atter. T

he P
res-

ident is a m
an w

ith im
portant things 

on his m
ind. 


