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Nixon 'Was Concerned.' 
He Missed Coverup Clues 
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Washington 
President Nixo 

deeply` concerned 
that he had not found 
sooner about the Wart r; 
gate coverup, 'according'to 
a White House official'  
w h o saw the President 
often throughoutthe 
spring. 

Richard A. Moore, one of 
the ;few witnesses before the 
Senate Watergate commit-
tee thus far 13,rho still works 
at the White House, told the 
committee yesterday that 
Mr. Nixon remarked to him 
at a private meeting on May 
8: 

It" have racked my brain, 
I hfove searched my mind. 
We 	there any clues I 
sho'ld have seen that should 
hav tipped me off?" 

President went on to 
say according to Moore, 
that iii "maybe there were" 
such clues and that he still 
wondered whether he should 
have noticed them, despite 
thell, myriad other matters 
cont'Peting for his attention. 

This version of the Presi-
dent's frame of mind last 
spring was the most detailed 
yet given to the committee 
and the tele*Aion audience , 
during the Watergate hear-
ings, and it was painted by a 
1o, -time Nixon loyalist who 
nov serves as,an adviser on 
how best to .;,present the 
President's i*ge in public. 

ccglEs' 
In an effort . to show that 

there indeed were "clues" to 
the magnitude of the Water-
gate scandal that President  
Nixon should have recog-
nized, Senator Sam J. Ervin 
Jr. recounted a long list of 
newspapers' disclosures in 
the: two months following the 
break-in at the Democratic 
National Committee head-
quarters on June 17, 1972. 

Moore said that prior to 
March 21, the day Dean Said 
he, told the President every-
thing about the break-in and 
the coverup, he certainly , 
had not gone to the Presi-
dent and he didn't know of 
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any other White House aide 
,vho had. He said• this was so 
tespite the fact that they all 
were familiar with these 
tally newspaper accounts 
rom the time of the June 17, 
1972, bugging incident point- 

t o high-leVel White 
louse and campaign com 
nittee involvement. 

"Didn't what you learned 
rom the press anti radio 
and TV in connection with 
hese matters generate a 
suspicion in your mind that 
something was rotten at the 
T,'ommittee for the Re-
Ilection of the President?" 
asked Ervin. 

"Yes -- uh ,-- yes," Moore 
replied. 

"Didn't you think you had 
a duty to go to the President 
to tell him you suspected 
omething was rotten at the 
committee and something 
)ugdit to be done about it?" 
Ervin demanded. 

"Obviously, 	something 
vas rotten, but I thought the 
rottenness had been e x-
losecT," ''Moore said, refer-
ring to the seven men who 
subsequently went on trial 
for conspiracy in the bur-
g 1 a r y. "The President's 
view, which was consistent 
with my view, was that it 
probably was an unauthor-
ized action." 

"Whether it was unauthor-
ized or not, didn't you think 
someone close to the Presi-
dent should take some ac-
tion?" Ervin shouted, wag-
ging his finger a t the,  
white-haired, nervously 
smiling witness. 

"W e 1 1," Moore replied, 
"an investigation had been 
made and the results were 
that no one in the White 
House was involved . . . 
there was no evidence." 

RELIEF 
After 	t h e 	dramatic 

charges and denials of John 
W. Dean III and John N. 
Mitchell in recent weeks, 
Moore provided almost Fal-
staffian relief. 

In cdntrast to the well-
rehearsed testimony a n d 
controlled manner of Dean, 
th e former White House 
counsel, and Mitchell, the  

former attorney,  general and 
Nixon carnpaign-  director, 
Moore often tunibled, 
through the prepared state-
ment he had read Thursday 
to find answers,  to the sena-
tors' questions and regularly 
stammered =when 'giving the 
answers. 
But he was, as Sen. Ed-

ward J. Gurney noted, one 
of the few witnesses up to 
now who had no reported in 
volvement in the Waterate 
burglary or the subsequent 
coverup and who clearly had 
no personal ax to grind. 
This, according to Gurney, 
lent credibility to his testi-
mony. 

DEAN 
And contradicting Dean, 

who testified that Mr. Nixon 
had known the truth about 
the Watergate scandal, as 
early as last September, 
Moore declared: 

-"I knew in my heart, if 
you will, I was totally con-
vinced that the President.  be-
lieved that no one in the 
White House had 'been in-
volved` and believed right up 
till he learned differently, I 
guess, March 21 " 

Moore repeated that--  he 
had met with Mr. Nixon and 
Dean together four times..be-
tween March 14 and March 
20, and his accounts of the 
meetings varied little from 
those given the committee 
by Dean. 

But Moore's interpretation 
of how much the President 
knew about the scandaldur-
ing those meetings differed 
from Dean's. 

DETAILS 
Dean told the committee 

that by MarCh 14 he had al-
ready given the President 
some details of the coverup, 
including the fact that pay- 
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ments were being made to 
the defendants. 

Moore testified that' he 
had no indication'i that the 
President had such know-
ledge during the four meet-
ings. 

Following Moore, the com-
mittee is scheduled to hear 

, several men who are alleged 
to have been directly in-
volved in various,  aspects of 
the Watergate scandal. 

They are Herbert W . 
Kalmbach„ the President's 
former personal lawyer and 
a key Nixon fund-raiser; An-
thony J. Ulasewicz, who is 
said to have been a courier 
in transferring hush money 
t o the Watergate defen-
dants; and Robert C. Mardi-
an and Frederick C. LaRue, 
both key aides to Mitchell. 

The hearings are sched-
uled for five days next week. 
and it i s possible that all 
four will have a chance to 
testify. 

FRIEND 
Moore told the committee 

that he had known Mr. Nix- 
on since the early 1950s and 
that he considered himself a 
personal friend. 

Thus, he said, he sought ,a 
meeting with the President 
on April 20 — a few days af-
ter the President's speech at 
which he acknowledged hav-
i n g received "serious 
charges" about Watergate 
matters — and advised the 
President to take the Easter 
weekend for contemplation 
of the Watergate situation 
and to seek outside legal 
help. 

He said that he also urged 
Mr. Nixon to act quickly, by 
saying: 

f you don't take action 
an get the facts quick; 
th you will be accused o a 
co up of a coverup; and'  
th sir, will come into this 
ov 	fice and affect you." 

LAWYER 
Nixon did go to Key 

Biscayne, Fla., that week-
end and did meet twice with 
John J. Wilson, a lawyer 
who is now serving as attor-
ney for H. R. Haldeman and 
John D. Ehrlichman, who 
were once the President's 
top aides. 

It was ten days later — oil 
April 30 — that Haldeman • 
a n d Ehrlichman resigied` 
and that Dean was dis 
missed. 

Moore also recalled for 
the, committee that he had; 
gone to New York last Fe- 
bruary, at the instruction of 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman, 
to see Mitchell and to en,1; 
courage him to raise money. 

Dean contended that the 
money was intended for the .t 
Watergate defendants. 
Moore said that was not th 
h i s understanding. An 
Mitchell denied any active 
role in raising money. 
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