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President, Ervin to Meet on 

SAM J. ERVIN JR. 
... letter to Nixon 

By Susanna McBee 
and Herbert H. Denton 
Washington Post Staff Writers 

President Nixon will meet 
with Watergate Committee 
Chairman Sam J. Ervin Jr. 
in an effort to avoid a con- 
stitutional 	confrontation 
over the President's refusal 
to release documents to the 
committee. 

In announcing the 'meet-
ing yesterday, deputy White 
House press secretary Ger-
ald L. Warren said it will be 
private and that a date will 
be set later. The President's 
illness made the date more 
uncertain_ 

Warren said the meeting 
will cover procedural mat-
ters between the White 
House and the committee, 
but • he added that "there 
will be no change" in Mr. 

Nixon's refusal to testify or 
permit the Senate investiga-
tors to have access to the 
presidential papers dealing 
with the Watergate scandal. 
He described the meeting as 
"a matter of courtesy." 

The Senate select commit-
tee met twice yesterday in 
secret session to discuss the 
pending crisis over the docu-
ments. Significantly, it did 
not pass a resolution to sub-
poena the documents. Such 
a subpoena, if rejected by 
the President, would have 
precipitated a titanic Su-
preme Court battle. 

Instead, at its first meet-
ing, held before former At-
torney General John N. 
Mitchell began his third day 
of testimony, the committee 
approved a letter from Er-
vin to • Mr. Nixon and a 

Privilege 
note saying Senator Ervin 
would telephone the Presi-
dent at noon. Both mes-
sages were hand-delivered 
by messenger in a sealed en- 
velope marked "For the 

• President's eyes only." 
The letter stated that the 

President's and the commit-
tee's positions "present the 
very grave possibility of a 
fundamental constitutional 
confrontation between the 
Congress and the presi-
dency. We wish to avoid 
that, if possible. 
. "Consequently," the letter 

continued, "we request an 
opportunity for representa-
tives of this committee and 
its staff to meet with you 
and your staff to try to find 
ways to avoid such a con- 
	. frontation." 

. At noon the President and 
the North Carolina Senator 
talked for 17 minutes and 
agreed to meet alone. The 
committee's second secret 
meeting followed that con-
versation. 

Afterward, Ervin said he 
would not bring up the 
question of the President's 
testifying himself. 

While most of the mem-
bers of Ervin's committee 
have indicated no desire to 
subpoena the President, 
some of them have said they 
wish he would appear volun-
tarily. And they have re-
quested all documents rela-
ted to presidential aides and 
the 1972 campaign, a request 
that Mr. Nixon refused in a 

See PAPERS, A14, Col. 4 

Cox promises to look into 
White House maneuvering 
in a Civil Aeronautics 
Board nomination. 	A16. 
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letter last Saturday to Er-
vin. 

The constitutional crisis 
escalated Wednesday when 
Warren announced that 
White House lawyers had 
decided May 23 that former 
presidential aides involved 	o\1 
in the Watergate investiga-
tion could "peruse" their old 
documents but could not 
take notes on them or copy 
them, in any way. 

Yesterday, after learning /.0  that Mr. Nixon had agreed 
to meet with Ervin, the corn- 	(1) mittee passed a resolution 
saying it "is of the nitwit:  c.4 mous opinion" that it "is en-
titled to have access •to 
every document in the pos-
session of the White House 
or any department or 
agency of the executive 
branch 	which is rele- 
vant" to the committee's in- 
vestigation.. 	 .. 

While neither side ap-
peared to be giving ground 
on the document issue, the 
committee also said in its 
resolution that it "is anxious 
to avoid any confrontation 
with the White House" and 
for that reason had au-  a. throzed Ervin to meet with 
the President "to ascertain 
whether there is any reason-
able possibility of working 
out any reconciliation." 

Another indication of pos- 
sible compromise came from 	■-t an administration source, 	va ■-% who pointedly noted a sec- 	0 
tion in the President's July 	o• 6 letter that said: 

	

"The White House will 	r/1 
■-■• continut to cooperate, fully 

with the committee in fur-
nishing information relevant 
to its investigation except;in 
those instances where I de-
termine that meeting the 
committee's demands would 
vioalate m y constitutional 
responsibility to defend the 	co oo office of the presidency 
against encroachment by 	y
other branches." 	 re, 
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