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Zieglei Has Come 
By Lou Cannon ' 	'fections of the President, 

Wastington Post Staff Writer 	who only last Tuesday reaf- 
Ron4d Louis Ziezler is; firmed his confidence in the 

fond Of saying that the press secretary during an 
great& day in briefing is evening cruise on the pri..si-
the d cy  after the presiden- dential yacht Sequoia. 
tial gess conference." "Ron fills precisely and 

well the President's envi- 
Thk truism reflects the sioned role as a press secre-beliE that the press vents 

its,tpstrations on, the White 
Hoke press secretary be -
cant of the inaccessibility 
of h-elident Nixon. It has 
me ' t !a lot of less-than-
grez , cays for ,Ziegler, who 

G. Klein, the departing in f in and one-half years . 
White 	 rn House comunica- has 1?ofri responsible for 
tons director. "It's vital to som 1:31:30 press briefings 
have someone who knows whilp lis boss has submitted . 
government and the press himsetko only 31 press con- • 
and has.the full confidence ferencd—far fewer 'than 

any otler recent President. 	of the President and, that's 
Ron. It's important that he After al these briefings and 

stays on the job." counties "backgreunders,,   
and "seep backgrounders." 	One of Ziegler's greatest 
Ziegle3: today seems almost strengths  during the first 

four years of Nixon adminis-as erniattled by the disci°. , 
suresalf Watergate as the 

the confidence not only of 
'tration was that he enjoyed 

Presi nt he has faithfully, 
• the President but also of H. repref.2.''nted before an in- 

-11., Haldeman and John Ehrl creasiigly skeptical press' 
corps. ichman, the two most power-

Zieder, now 34, entered ful men in the White House. 

the' Vhite Hause as the Both men still think highly 
youngst presidential press of him. • 
secreary in history and he 	"I don't understand all  

t is on of the• few surviving 	his business about how he's  
origiial administration M Q- worn out his credibility," 
orals )f any rank. Ehrlichman said in an inter-

view this week. "I know how 
hard he worked to make 
sure that he only said things 
that were true, and I've sat 
and discussed all kinds of 
legislative issues . . . with 
Ron so that he could get a 
working knowledge and un-
derstanding . . '. The guy 
sweats blood to do that. 

"And I think he's been 
badly used by people who 
say that he lied to the press. 
He didn't knowingly lie to 
the press any more than I 
did, or any of the other peo-
ple around there who were 
saying only those things we 
in good faith had sincerely 
believed were true." 

A number of White House 
reporters who are less confi-
dent than Ehrlichmann 
about the administration's 
essential innocence on 
Watergate make a similar 
point in a more adverse 
fashion. 

"I don't think he has any 
credibility of his own apart 
from the President's credi-
bility," says Jack Germond 
of Gannett Newspapers. "To 
the extent he has been lying 
to us, I think it is the Presi-
dent;  who has been lying to 
us.',  

The belief that Ziegler's 
credibility, or lack of it, is 
only an extension of the 
President's is prevalent 
among White House report-
ers, regardless of whether 
or not they think Ziegler 
should resign. 

"I think his credibility 
makes so little difference," 
says John Osborne of the 
New Republic and author of 
the "Nixon Watch" books 
about the President. "I don't 
think a different press sec-
retary is going to improve 
the President's credibility to 
any substantial extent." 

Several administration of- 

tary," says , Patrick J. Bu-
chanan, the President's spe-
cial counsellor and chief me-
dia troubleshooter. 

"Consider what the alter-
natives are:' says Herbert 

- Bu he has lost the cheru-
bic-  Itok of reserved , inno-
cence.he brought with him 
from , Southern California 
and lt is 15 pounds •heavier 
as the result of a marathon 
work ;chedtde that permits 
virtualy no exercise. He 
also his lost the trust of vat-- 
sous eporters who more or 
less baieved him  before the 
Wategate disclosures and. 
who lave now called for his 
resigiation. 

"Ht credibility is shot 
and Y; should go," saysl Paul 
Healy of the New York 
NeWsin a typical comment. 
"I tbiik because of Water-
gate here is a degree of 
conteitiousness now in the 

, briefhgs that is non-prod 
uctive The `questions get 

_tougher. and on occasion he 
reach in a tougher way. It is 
like < marriage that has be-
come incompatible." 

A recent National Journal 
survey of some 30 reporters 

, who regularly or frequently 
cover the White House 
found that nearly half 
thought:. Ziegler should re-
sign. And several reporters 
who were uniVilling to go 
this fir, expressed serious 
doubts about ifs credibility.  

It was reeegnition of this 
acquired, , hostility 	that 
prorePted Melvin R Laird, 
the.new WOte House. do-
mestic. counsellor, to say in 
and interview tivo weeks ago 
that Ziegle should he re-
placed as ,the administra-
tion's Prinetpal\Press spokes-
man despie Laird's belief 
that 2ieglir did not know-
ingly mislead the press. 

There is however, no sign 
that Zieglir is departing the 
administrition. Quite the 
contrary. Despite the press 
criticism and despite Laird, 
Ziegler Way appears more 
secure gall ever in the af- 

ficials, usually speaking on 
a background basis, have ex-
pressed the opinion that Zie-
gler has been under more 
emotional strain than past 
press secretaries because 
Mr. Nixon's seclusion has 
frequently made Ziegler the 
only available spokesman. 
This is the same point that 
Ziegler makes when he talks 
about the ease of briefing 
the day after a presidential 
presd conference. 

"If the President held two 
press conferences a week no 
one would be talking about 
Ziegler,",says Klein. "When 
the President has added 
press conferences, this will 
take the heat off." 

Both Klein and Ziegler 
have been talking about• an ,  
increase in press confer-
ences for years, but the 
track record does not offer 
very promising outlook. 

President 	Eisenhower 
held 193 press conferences 
in his eight years in the 
White 'House, President 
Kennedy 65 in less than 
three years and President 
Johnson 158 in five years. 
Mr. Nixon, now well into his 
fifth year, has held only 31 
press Conferences. 

Another source of strain 
for Ziegler has been the 
President's conception of 
the press secretary's role. 
While all Presidents have 
expected their press secre 
taries to make them look 
good, Mr. Nixon regards his 
press secretary almost 
solely as a conduit of presi-
dential views. 

"Ziegler is the President's 
man," observes a knowledga-
ble White House official. 
"He's not a go-between be-
tween the press and the 
President. He's the Presi-
dent's man front and center. 
He's the ambassador of the 
President to the press, not 
the other way around." 

In some respects Ziegler 
has been the President's 
man ever since he was fasci-
nated by political public rel-
ations when he was attend-
ing the University of South-
ern California in 1960. At 
that time Ziegler assisted in 
press arrangements when 
Mr. Nixon spoke on the cam-
nus during his first presi-
dential campaign. 

Ziegler. a native of Cov-
ington, Ky., transferred to 
USC in 1958 after attending 
a year at Xavier College in 
Cincinnati on a football 
scholarship. While at USC 
he helped put himself 
through college with a sum-
mer job as guide on a jun-
gle cruise boat in Disney-
land. 

"Welcome aboard, folks," 
he would say in those days. 
--My name is Ron and I'll be 
your skipper down the riv-
ers of adventure. As we pull 
away from the dock, please 
turn around and take a good 
look. You may never see it 
again . . 	Note the alliga- 
tors. Please keep your hands 
in side the boat. They're al-
ways looking for a 
`handout.' 

"On the left, the natives 



a Long Way—To Stay 
on the bank. Please be 
quiet. The natives have only 
one aim in life—and that is 
to get 'ahead.' " 

Twelve years later, Zie-
gler is still somewhat sensi-
tive about the Disneyland 
references. 

"I didn't get tp be press 
secretary because Iran the 
jungle cruise or because I 
was in advertising," he has 
said. 

In his own view, the most 
important years of Ziegler's 
pre-White House service 
were the two he spent after 
graduating from USC. Then 
he worked as public inform-
ation director for the Re-
publican State Central Com-
mittee in -California under 
John Krehbiel, a. dependable 
GOP warhorse whom Presi-
dent Nixon has since ap-
pointed ambassador•to Fin-
land. 

Ziegler helped, put ,out the 
party newspaper and gradu-
ally became known .to the 
California press corps, 
where he was generally re-
garded as a competent, 
young public relations man. 
During Mr. Nixon's ill-star-
red 1962 campaign for gove-
nor in California, Ziegler 
served as a press aide and 
came to know Haldeman, 
who managed the Los Ange-
les office of the J. Walter 
Thompson advertising 
agency., 

After the election, Ziegler 
joined the Thompson firm 
at Haldeman's invitation 
and rose rapidly in the 
ranks. He became an ac-
count executive in 1964 and 
listed Disneyland as one of 
his accounts. 

The 1962 campaign, in 
which Ziegler served as 
aide, marked the low point 
of Mr. Nixon's relations with 
the press, and many Nixon 
aides associated with that  

defeat have never forgiven 
or forgotten what they be-
lieved to be unfair press 
coverage. 

In the aftermath of his de-
feat, Mr. Nixon held his cel-
ebrated "last press confer-
ence" and promised that 
"you won't have Nixon to 
kick around anymore." 

This distrust of the press 
—which, in Mr. Nixon's 
case, dates back to his serv-
ice on the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee—
is in some ways shared by 
Ziegler. Describing relations 
between Mr. Nixon and 
newsmen, Ziegler has said: 

"There has historically 
been a built-in animosity 
among many members of 
the national press corps to-, 
ward the man, Richard 
Nixon." 

This shared attitude has, 
perhaps helped reinforce 
the President's support of 

.• his press secretary. But 
there are other„Nixonian at-
tributes also possessed by 
Ziegler, among them a . ca-
pacity for hard work. 

Ziegler works a marathon 
schedule that brings him to 
his first floor White House 
office between 7:30 and 8 
each morning. He almost 
always works until 9 at 
night and frequently until 
11. 

Ziegler's capacity for hard 
work also is equalled by an 
ability to say no more and 
no less than the President 
wants him to say. 

"He's thorough in his 
preparation and he knows 
what he wants to say and 
what he doesn't want to say 
when he goes into a brief-
ing," says Klein, who tu-
tored him in 1962. 

Sometimes, though, it 
seems that Ziegler will go to 
remarkable lengths to say 
nothing. At other times —  

and long before the Water-
gate scandal raised the cred-
ibility issue—he has said 
things that simply couldn't 
be believed. 

After the Senate rejected 
Mr. Nixon's Supreme Court 
nomination of Clement 
Haynesworth in 1969, for in-
stance, Ziegler took pains to 
deny recurrent reports . that 
the President was angered 
by the action. The following 
exchange occurred: 
• Q—Are you saying he 

hasn't been angered or up-
set in recent weeks? 
A—Yes. 

Q—Nothing has upset or 
angered him? 

A—I haven't seen him an-
gered or upset at all. 

Q—For how long at ime? 
A—For quite a while, 

since January 20. 
Ziegler's assertion that 

Mr. Nixon had not been an-
gry for eight months on this 
occasion ended in laughter. 
But there has been little 
laughter at White House 
briefings since his April 17, 
1973, briefing when Ziegler, 
after repeated questioning 
on Watergate, said several 
times that the new presi-
dential statement was 
"operative." He was then 
asked whether previous 
statements were "inoperative" 
and like 'many a press secre-
tary or President before him, 
picked up the reporter's 
language: 

"The other statements 
that were made were based 
on information that was pro-
vided prior to those events 
which have been referred to 
in the President's statement 
today," 	Ziegler 	said. 
"Therefore, any comment 
which was made up until to-
day or previously was based 
on that activity. This is the 
operative statement. 

"The way to assess the  

previous comments is to as-
sess them on the basis that 
they were made on the in-
formation available at the 
time. The President . refers 
to the fact that there is new 
material; therefore that is 
the operative statement. The 
others are inoperative." 

This statement and others 
which followed in the wake 
of subsequent watergate dis-
closures angered some 
White House reporters who 
believed they had been mis-
led by Ziegler. The press 
secretary has steadfastly in-
sisted that he was misled as 
well when he denounced 
pre-election Watergate sto- 
ries, 	' 

Even before the Water-
gate disclosures Ziegler was 
increasingly delegating rou-
tine briefings to his deputy, 
Gerald L. Warren. This has 
proved less than satisfactory 
',on many occasions. 

Warren is popular with 
the press corps but he often 
does not attend high-level 
administration meetings or 
sessions with the President. 
The - general impression 
among White House regu-
lars is that he is, accord-
ingly, far less informed. 

On Thursday, for exam-. 
pie, Warren 'spent half of 
the daily morning briefing 
attempting to explain how 
he could speak for the Presi-
dent accurately without hav-
ing access to the President. 
When a reporter suggested .  

that Warren's information 
was based on "hearsay," he 
replied: 

"The President's spokes, 
man daily gives you the 
President's view_ I suppose 
you could call that hearsay 
if you wanted to." 

The colloquy was precipi-
tated by Warren's statement 
that he had not met. with 
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the President personally, as 
Ziegler did virtually every 
day when he gave a brief-
ing. Ziegler, while retaining , 
the title of press secretary, 
has conducted. the briefings 
less than half the time since 
he became assistant to the 
President on June' 6. 

Now, Ziegler has the title 
of asisstant to the President 
as well as press-  secretary, 
and he presides over fewer 
than half of the White 
House news briefings. 

Buchanan says that Zie-
gler will stay on, however, 
because of "an 'absence of 
culpability on Ron's part for 
any of the Watergate mat-
ters and because of a long-
standing tradition of the 
President to stand by associ-
ates who are under fire and 
not throw people to the 
wolves." 

Ziegler both understands 
and reciprocates this kind of 
loyalty. 

"I intend to remain on 
the job as long as the Presi-
dent wants me to," he -Says. 

He gives every impression 
that this will be a long, long 
time. 

Hearings Resume 
On WMAL Today 

The Senate Watergate 
hearings will resume at 
10 a.m. today with Rich-
ard A. Moore, special 
counsel to the President, 
continuing his testimony. 

Scheduled to testify 
after Moore, is Herbert W. 
Kalmbach, who until re-
cently was President 
Nixon's personal lawyer. 

Channel - 7. (ABC-
WMAL) will televise the 
hearings live, beginning 
at  10 a.m. Channel 26 
(W.ETA) will rebroadcast 
the hearings at 8 p.m. 


