Nixon AldeD is:Plltes' Dean
On WhatPr

esident Knew|

NYTimes

"WASHINGTON, July 12 —
A White House official con-
tradicted before the Senate
Watergate committee today
charges by John W. Dean 3d
that President Nixon knew of
efforts to cover up the scan-
dal as early as last September.

The official, Richard 'A.
Moore, ltestified that, in fact,
Mr. Dean, the discharged White
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sations with Mr. Nixon last,
February and March. :

Mr. Moore, who has been a
special counsel to the President
since 1971 ahd with whom Mr.
Dean said he had discussed
many of the Watergate issues,
gave a broadly different state-
ment.

“Nothing said in my meetings
with Mr. Dean or my meetings
with the President suggests in-

Mitchell excerpts on Page 14;
Moore statement, Page 15.

House counsel, informed him on
March 20 that he had not in-
formed the President of the
cover-up and that he did not
think that anyone else had done
$0. : :

Mr. Dean, in five days of
testimony before the Senate
panel last month, said he felt
that 'Mr. Nixon indicated an
awareness on Sept. 15 that
White House advisers and cam-
paign organization officials
were involved in the scandal.

Mr. Dean, who was dis-
missed by the President on
April 30, told the committee
that aspects of the cover-up
activity also arose in conver-

Contmued From Page 1, Col.

; cl, fumbling’ with papers
and occasinally, flashing an em-
barrassed: smile, said frequent-
ly that:he -could not remember
the: names-of  those present or
the subject matter - that had
been discussed.

‘Meetings Described

:The’ 51gn1ﬁcance of sessions
before March 21 ‘is based on
the President’s statement that|‘
on that date he learned for the
first time. of ‘“serious - charges”
about the Watergate affai d
began an investigation of th

Mr.‘Moore, a'59-year-old
bany': native - who'.. desc:

orzany knowledge. or :involve-
ment: by anyone in the White
House, then ‘or-now, in  the
Watergate affaflr 2 Mr, Moore
declared. -

At the March 20 meeting, he
went, on, “It seemed crystal
clear; to me™: the :Preident
knew ‘nothing 1ncon515tent
with the previgusly stated: eon-

|was uninvolved.”

Dean was worried about or had

ouse spemal ‘

'»3‘;.; Dean said he didn’t think: so.”

eq a g
[said: 'On ‘another pomt he sald
;| he. saxd ‘he-had not: been:: “vol-

any way that before March 21
the President had known, or
that Mr. Dean believed he had
known, of any involvement of
White House personnel in the
bugging or the cover-up,” Mr.
Moore said.

The White House lawyer
came to the witness table after
the committee concluded its ex-
amination of John N. Mitchell
with an aggressive challenge to
his credibliity as a witness in
the defense of the President.

Mr. Moore, who is scheduled
to return to the hearing room!
for further questioning tomor-
row, also underwent close in-
terrogation after reading a 20-
page opening statement.,

An assistant counsel to the

.Continued on Page 16, Column 4

clusion that ‘the Whi

“ When that meetmg :
President ‘'was over, Mr Moore,
testified, he decided:
with Mr. Dean the “things that

ing that the Pre51dent had no
knowledge of :'the things-: ‘that
Were worrying Dean. ' I. asked,
Dean ‘whether he had ever told
the President about them. Dean
replied ‘that hé had not, ‘and 1
- 'asked whether anyone’ else had.

At that, Mr. Moore said; he
suggested to Mr. Dean that he
‘go in and tell him what you
know, you will feel better, 1t-
W111 be  right” for hlm d

ing up}

his ‘memory had “failed.” And,

tween your Tot 'vqunteenng
anything-and’ lymg"’_’ Mr Dash

asked.
‘] thmk ‘we:! would have to

find out what the- specifics

are,” Mr. Mitchell replied.
“Smce you-may -have--given

Unn‘ed Press In’ternaﬂonal

Former Attorney General~John N. Mltchell testlfymg
at Senmate Watergate hearing yesterday. -

pl;lo occasmns ” Mr. Dash de-
manded near the énd of his in-
terrogation,’ “is there redlly aty
réason -for. this committee to
believe syour testxmony before
this - committes?”
That . barbed mqunlry, was
d Mr. Mitchell|

v
time. campalgn manager was
his ‘persistent” denial of Presi-
dential involvement - in the
Watergate scandal or its cover-

Spec1f1ca]ly Mr. Dash asked,
should the former Attorney
General be believed on the
question of whether he ‘had
any knowledge about the Pres-
ident’s knowledge of the cover-
up or participation in the
cover-up?”

. Other Testimony Noted

« ‘After the arrest of five men
1n51de the Watergate offices of
the Democ i

tion flgures_ sought to:mask re-
spon51b1hty for:the plot to spy
the: ion throtigh wire-

ones: at the party
headquarters

Also’ at issug; Mr. ‘Dash de-
clared, is whether ‘Mr.- Mitchell
should be believed when he de-
nies. approving: the wiretaps
-and when he deniesi/‘an
part in the cover-up hlmself
‘and in‘ the payment .of* hush
money to the men captured:

“I disagree, of course; with
your interpretation of the mat-
ters that you have just read
[the comparison of - earlier
statements with those made
this week],”" the former ‘Attor-
ney General replied.

“As far as the determinations
of this committee [on his eredi-|
bility],” Mr. Mitchell continued,
“I think they can judge . . .
my testimony  and make their
own conclusions after my ap-

In response, Mr. Dash noted
that in order to believe Mr.
Mitchell it would be necessary
to’ disbelieve such other. key
_Wltnesses as James W. McCord
Jr., on€ of the convicted Water-
gate conspirators; Jeb Stuart
Magruder former deputy direc-
tor for the Nixon campaign,
and “in some respects” Mr.
Dean.:

. The principal weapons in Mr.
Dash assault on the former At-
torney General’'s credibility
were reports of statements to
investigators and the transcript

pearance here.”

false testxmonny under oath on

of a pretrial statement in ’a.‘
civil litigation g}'ewmg out of.
the Watergate case.

Mr. Dash declared that dur,
ing Mr. Mitchell’s Senate ap--
pearance he testified that an
aide, Robert C. Mardian, had
briefed him on June 21 or 22,
1972, about “all the informa- -
tion” obtained from G. Gordon
Liddy, another of the conspira-
tors. ’

Mr. Dash , quoted this ex-
change from the deposition,
given on Sept. 5. :




