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N
ixon's O

ne-T
im

e Strong M
an Stays M

ostly Serene 
B

y D
O

U
G

L
A

S
 E

. K
N

E
E

L
A

N
D

 
Special to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, Ju

ly 10—
W

h
a
t fo

lk
s h

a
d

 w
o
n

d
e
r
e
d

 
m

o
st a

b
o

u
t J

o
h

n
 N

. M
itch

ell, 
a
 fo

rm
er stro

n
g
 m

a
n

 o
f th

e 
N

ix
o

n
 A

d
m

in
istra

tio
n

, w
a

s 
h

o
w

 h
e w

o
u

ld
 b

ea
r u

p
 b

efo
re 

th
e S

en
a

te W
a

terg
a

te co
m

-
m

ittee. 
T

o
d

a
y

 h
e sh

o
w

ed
 th

em
. ' 

T
h

e o
n

e-tim
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
-

era
l a

n
d

 fo
rm

er N
ix

o
n

 ca
m

-
p

a
ig

n
 d

irecto
r h

a
s b

een
 p

o
r-

tra
y
ed

 in
 recen

t m
o
n

th
s a

s a
 

lo
n

e
ly

 r
e
lic

 o
f h

is o
ld

 se
lf, 

o
stra

cized
 b

y
 frien

d
s a

n
d

 th
e 

c
h

o
se

n
 sc

a
p

e
g
o
a
t o

f so
m

e
 

w
ith

in
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se. 

B
u

t to
d

a
y

 M
r
. M

itc
h

e
ll 

seem
ed

 a
lm

o
st seren

e a
s h

e 
sp

a
rred

 w
ith

 th
e co

m
m

ittee 
a
n

d
 its co

u
n

sels, in
tersp

ers-
in

g
 h

is te
stim

o
n

y
 w

ith
 o

c
-

ca
sio

n
a

l h
u

m
o

r, sp
icin

g
 

it 
w

ith
 

freq
u

en
t "

h
ells"

 a
n

d
 

"
d

a
m

n
s,"

 a
n

d
 o

n
ly

 r
a
r
e
ly

 
fla

sh
in

g
 a

 rem
em

b
ered

 testi-
n

ess. 
O

n
 c

a
m

e
r
a
 b

e
fo

r
e
 a

 n
a
-

tio
n

a
l telev

isio
n

 a
u

d
ien

ce, h
e 

fo
rso

o
k

 fo
r m

o
st o

f th
e d

ay
 

the co
m

fo
rt o

f th
e ev

er-p
res-

e
n

t p
ip

e
 th

a
t h

a
s b

e
e
n

 th
e
 

d
elig

h
t o

f ca
rica

tu
rists, a

l-
th

o
u

g
h

 h
e to

y
ed

 w
ith

 it o
n

 
th

e tab
le in

 fron
t of h

im
 from

 
tim

e to
 tim

e a
n

d
 fin

a
lly

 suc-
cu

m
b
ed

 
a

n
d

 lig
h

ted
 it th

is 
a
ftern

o
o
n

. 
H

is H
a

n
d

s S
h

a
k

e 

H
is h

a
n

d
s sh

o
o

k
 so

m
e
, 

esp
ecia

lly
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e la
tter 

sta
g

es o
f h

is fiv
e-h

o
u

r o
p

en
-

in
g
 a

p
p

ea
ra

n
ce, b

u
t h

e n
ev

er 
P

r
e
sid

e
n

t N
ix

o
n

, in
sistin

g
 

th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 n
e
v
e
r
 to

ld
 h

is 
fo

rm
er la

w
 p

a
rtn

er a
n

y
th

in
g
 

a
b

o
u

t th
e W

a
terg

a
te co

v
er-

u
p

. M
o
st o

f th
e
 tim

e
 h

e
 w

a
s 

ev
en

 k
in

d
 to

 J
eb

 M
a
g

ru
d

er, 
h

is fo
r
m

e
r
 d

e
p

u
ty

 a
t th

e
 

C
o

m
m

ittee fo
r th

e R
e-elec-

tio
n

 o
f th

e P
resid

en
t, a

n
d

 to
 

J
o
h

n
 W

. D
ea

n
 3

d
, a

 J
u

stice 
D

ep
artm

en
t p

ro
tég

é w
h

o
 w

as 
co

u
n

sel 
to

 th
e P

resid
en

t b
e- 

fo
re

 b
e
in

g
 d

ism
isse

d
 A

p
ril 

30. B
o

th
 M

r. M
a
g

ru
d

e
r a

n
d

 
M

r. D
ean

 h
ad

 testified
 th

at 
M

r. M
itc

h
e
ll k

n
e
w

 in
 a

d
-

v
an

ce o
f th

e W
aterg

ate b
u

g
-

g
in

g
 a

n
d
 to

o
k
 p

a
rt in

 th
e
 

ex
ten

d
ed

 co
v
er-u

p
 after Ju

n
e 

1
7

, 1
9

7
2

. 
B

u
t M

r. M
itch

ell, h
is lo

n
g
 

fa
c
e
 a

s re
sig

n
e
d
 a

s a
 tire

d
 

b
lo

o
d
h
o
u
n
d
's, a

llo
w

e
d
 re

-
p
eated

ly
 th

at an
y
o
n
e co

u
ld

 
h
av

e m
em

o
ry

 lap
ses ab

o
u
t 

th
e d

o
zen

s o
f m

eetin
g

s th
at 

to
o

k
 P

la
c
e
 o

v
e
r a

 y
e
a
r a

n
d

 
a h

alf. 
D

u
rin

g
 in

ten
siv

e q
u

estio
n

-
ing about w

hether M
r. M

agru-
d

er h
ad

 sh
o

w
n

 M
r. M

itch
ell 

a file th
at co

n
tain

ed
 th

e re-
su

lts o
f th

e
 b

u
g

g
in

g
 o

f th
e
 

D
em

ocratic N
ational C

om
m

it-
te

e
's h

e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs, S
a
m

u
e
l 

D
ash

, th
e S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee's 
ch

ief co
u

n
sel, ask

ed
: 

"D
o
 y

o
u
 recall M

r. M
ag

ru
-

d
e
r te

stify
in

g
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 
tak

en
 th

ese d
o
cu

m
en

ts an
d
 

sh
o

w
ed

 th
em

 to
 y

o
u

?" 
M

r. M
itch

ell's ru
d
d

y
 face 

tu
rn

ed
 a d

eep
er sh

ad
e o

f red
. 

"I re
c
a
ll it v

e
ry

 v
iv

id
ly

," 
h
e said

, an
g
rily

, "b
ecau

se it 
h

a
p

p
e
n

s to
 b

e
 a

 p
a
lp

a
b

le
, 

d
am

n
ab

le lie." 
M

an
y L

ogs K
ep

t 
A

 few
 m

o
m

en
ts after th

at 
b

rief o
u

tb
u

rst, h
o

w
ev

er, h
e 

w
as b

rin
g

in
g

 lau
g

h
ter fro

m
 

th
e
 a

u
d

ie
n

c
e
 c

ro
w

d
in

g
 th

e
 

h
e
a
rin

g
 ro

o
m

 w
ith

 a
 re

fe
r-

e
n
c
e
 to

 h
is v

o
la

tile
 w

ife
, 

M
arth

a, w
h

o
 d

id
 n

o
t atten

d
 

th
e sessio

n
. 

E
xplaining to M

r. D
ash

 h
ow

 
h

e co
u

ld
 b

e so
 certa

in
 a

b
o

u
t 

d
a
tes a

n
d

 tim
es o

f m
eetin

g
s 

w
ith

, a
n
d
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 c

a
lls 

fro
m

, v
ario

u
s fig

u
res lin

k
ed

 
to

 th
e W

aterg
ate affair, M

r. 
M

itch
ell n

o
ted

 th
e th

o
ro

u
g

h
-

n
ess o

f h
is o

ffice lo
g
s, larg

e 
d

u
p

licates o
f w

h
ich

 w
ere d

is-
p
lay

 o
n

 an
 easel b

esid
e th

e 
lo

n
g

 co
m

m
ittee tab

le. 
"If v

o
u
 g

o
 b

ack
 an

d
 lo

o
k
. 

a
t th

a
t lo

g
," h

e
 sa

id
, "y

o
u
  

w
ill fin

d
 th

at th
e aid

e th
at I 

h
ad

 sittin
g

 in
 th

e n
ex

t o
ffice 

to
 m

e—
W

h
en

 h
e cam

e in
 to

 
see m

e, th
at w

as lo
g
g
ed

. 
"W

h
en

 m
y
 d

au
g
h
ter called

 
o
n
 th

e telep
h
o
n
e o

r w
h
en

 m
y
 

w
ife called

 o
n
 th

e telep
h
o
n
e 

—
b
y
 th

e w
ay

, m
y
 w

ife called
 

a
 lo

t m
o

re
 o

fte
n

 th
a
n

 m
y

 
d

au
g

h
ter ..." 

T
h
a
t b

ro
u
g
h
t d

o
w

n
 th

e
 

h
o
u
se. T

h
ere d

id
n
't seem

 to
 

b
e an

y
o

n
e th

ere w
h

o
 d

id
n

't 
k
n
o
w

 o
f M

arth
a M

itch
ell's 

p
en

ch
an

t fo
r telep

h
o
n
e calls. 

A
ctu

ally
, a lo

t o
f th

o
se w

h
o

 
sto

o
d
 in

 Io
n
 g

lin
es to

 atten
d
 

th
e h

earin
g

 w
ere p

ro
b

ab
ly

 as 
in

terested
 in

 M
rs. M

itch
ell's 

n
o
n
ap

p
earan

ce as th
ey

 w
ere 

in
 M

r. M
itch

ell's ap
p

earan
ce. 

N
o
 s

o
o
n
e
r h

a
d
 M

r. 
M

itch
ell, w

earin
g

 a co
n

serv
a-

tiv
e
 d

a
rk

 b
lu

e
 su

it, a
 w

h
ite

 
sh

irt a
n
d
 a

 re
d
, w

h
ite

 a
n
d
 

b
lu

e
 tie

, slu
m

p
e
d

 in
to

 h
is 

seat at th
e w

itn
ess tab

le an
d

 
called

 h
is law

y
er, W

illiam
 G

. 
H

u
n

d
ley

, u
p

 b
esid

e h
im

, th
an

 
h
e
 w

a
s
 s

u
rro

u
n
d

e
d
 b

y
 

cam
eram

en
 an

d
 in

q
u
isitiv

e 
reporters. 

W
h
at th

ey
 m

o
stly

 w
an

ted
 

to
 k

n
o

w
 w

a
s
 "

W
h

e
re

 is
 

M
artha?" 
M

rs. M
itc

h
e
ll's w

h
e
re

-
ab

o
u
ts h

av
e b

een
 k

ep
t p

retty
 

m
u
c
h
 a

 se
c
re

t fo
r th

e
 la

st 
w

eek
 o

r so
. A

b
o

u
t all an

y
-

o
n
e w

o
u
ld

 say
 w

as th
at sh

e 
w

a
s v

a
c
a
tio

n
in

g
 "

in
 th

e
 

S
o
u
th

." 
W

h
eth

er sh
e w

o
u

ld
 atten

d
 

th
e h

earin
g

s an
d

 sit b
eh

in
d

 
h
e
r h

u
sb

a
n
d
 a

s th
e
 n

e
a
rly

 
sile

n
t M

a
u

re
e
n

 D
e
a
n

 d
id

 
th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t Jo
h

n
 D

ean
's fiv

e 
d

ay
s o

n
 th

e stan
d

 h
as b

een
 

a m
atter o

f w
ry

 sp
ecu

latio
n

 
fo

r d
ay

s. 
A

n
d

 M
r. M

itch
ell w

as al-
m

o
st co

y
 ab

o
u

t it—
rig

h
t u

p
 

u
n
til y

esterd
ay

 w
h
en

 h
e said

, 
"W

ait an
d
 see an

d
 y

o
u
'll b

e 
surprised." 

T
o

d
ay

, arriv
in

g
 alo

n
e, h

e 
re

p
lie

d
 to

 e
a
rly

 q
u

e
stio

n
s 

ab
o
u
t h

er b
y
 say

in
g
: 

"S
h

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 stay
 aw

ay
.  

I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
y
. Y

o
u
'll 

h
av

e to
 ask

 h
er." 

P
re

sse
d

 fu
rth

e
r, h

e
 to

ld
 

o
n

e n
ew

sm
an

 th
at "sh

e's in
 

h
eav

en
 lik

e all th
e an

g
els." 

A
s h

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d
 fro

m
 th

e
 

lu
n

ch
eo

n
 recess, a telev

isio
n

 
rep

o
rter tried

 ag
ain

. 
"S

h
e's w

h
ere sh

e o
u

g
h

t to
 

b
e," h

e said
 in

 h
is flat, d

ead
-

p
a
n
 w

a
y
, strid

in
g
 p

a
st th

e
 

new
sm

an. 
In

 th
e
 a

b
se

n
c
e
 o

f M
rs. 

M
itch

ell, M
r. M

itch
ell an

d
 

M
r. H

u
n
d
ley

 p
o
sed

 
good

-h
u

-
m

ored
ly fo

r th
e cam

eras w
ith

 
tw

o
 g

irls w
h
o
 w

e
re

 se
a
te

d
 

tw
o
 ro

w
s b

eh
in

d
 th

em
 in

 th
e 

w
itn

ess sectio
n
. 

"T
h

e
y

're
 tw

o
 g

irls fro
m

 
m

y
 o

ffice w
h
o
 w

an
t to

 g
et 

in
to

 sh
o
w

 b
u
sin

e
ss," M

r. 
H

u
n
d
le

y
 e

x
p
la

in
e
d
 w

ith
 a

 
grin. 

F
ro

m
 th

e o
u
tset, th

e pald-
ish

 5
9
-y

ear-o
ld

 M
r. M

itch
ell, 

in
 co

n
trast to

 h
is serio

u
s 3

4
-

y
ear-o

ld
 fo

rm
er p

ro
tég

é, M
r. 

D
e
a
n

, la
c
e
d

 h
is te

stim
o

n
y

 
w

ith
 a

tte
m

p
ts a

t h
u

m
o

r, 
som

e of it self-deprecating. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e so
rt o

f ro
u

tin
e 

p
ro

cess o
f id

en
tificatio

n
 th

at 
all w

itn
esses g

o
 th

ro
u
g
h
, M

r. 
D

ash inquired of him
: 

"D
id

 y
o
u
 tak

e an
y
 activ

e 
ro

le w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t d
u

r-
in

g
 h

is 1
9
6
8
 p

o
litical cam

-
paign?" 

T
o
 w

h
ich

 M
r. M

itch
ell re-

plied drolly: 
M

o
st o

f th
e L

a
u

g
h

s 
"W

ell, I am
 su

re th
at is a 

m
atter o

f so
m

e d
eb

ate, b
u
t I 

w
as k

n
o

w
n

 as th
e cam

p
aig

n
 

d
ire

c
to

r in
 th

e
 1

9
6
8
 c

a
m

-
p
aig

n
." 

L
ater, after d

escrib
in

g
 an

 
in

tellig
en

ce an
d
 esp

io
n
ag

e 
p
la

n
 p

u
t b

e
fo

re
 h

im
 b

y
 G

. 
G

ordon L
iddy, a form

er coun-
sel to

 th
e F

in
an

ce C
o

m
m

ittee 
to

 R
e-elect th

e P
resid

en
t, as 

"a
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 h

o
rro

r sto
ry

 
th

at in
v
o
lv

ed
 a m

ish
-m

ash
 o

f 
cad

e n
am

es an
d

 lin
es o

f au
-

th
o
rity

, e
le

c
tro

n
ic

 su
rv

e
il-

lan
ce, th

e ab
ility

 to
 in

tercep
t 

aircraft co
m

m
u
n
icatio

n
s, th

e  

call-g
irl b

it an
d
 all th

e rest 
o
f it,"

 h
e w

as ask
ed

 b
y

 M
r. 

D
ash: 
"W

h
y

 d
id

n
't y

o
u

 th
ro

w
 

L
iddy o

u
t o

f 
y

o
u

r o
ffice?" 

A
gain, M

r. M
itchell leaned 

to
w

ard
 th

e m
icro

p
h

o
n

e, h
is 

b
lu

e
 su

it ru
m

p
lin

g
 a

t th
e
 

sh
o

u
ld

ers. 
"W

ell, 
I 

th
in

k
, M

r. D
ash

, 
in

 h
in

d
sig

h
t," h

e said
, "I n

o
t 

o
n
ly

 sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e th
ro

w
n
 h

im
 

o
u
t o

f th
e
 o

ffic
e
, I sh

o
u
ld

 
h
av

e th
ro

w
n
 h

im
 o

u
t o

f th
e 

w
inclO

w
." 

W
h
ile M

r. M
itch

ell, w
h
o
se 

testim
o
n
y
 w

as b
y
 n

o
 m

ean
s 

an
 u

n
ceasin

g
 b

i d
fo

r lau
g

h
s, 

w
as g

ettin
g

 m
o

st o
f th

em
 to

-
d

a
y

, th
e
 u

su
a
l fo

u
n

ts o
f 

h
u
m

o
r at th

e h
earin

g
s, S

en
-

to
rs S

am
 J. E

rv
in

 Jr. o
f N

o
rth

 
C

arolina and S
enator H

ow
ard 

H
. B

a
k

e
r Jr. o

f T
e
n

n
e
sse

e
 

w
ere silen

t. 
S

till, alth
o

u
g

h
 M

r. E
rv

in
, 

th
e ch

airm
an

, an
d

 M
r. B

ak
er, 

th
e v

ice ch
airm

an
, w

ill n
o
t 

g
et th

eir tu
rn

s as in
terro

g
a-

to
rs u

n
til to

m
o

rro
w

, th
e
 

N
o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a D

em
o
crat b

e-
cam

e th
e fo

cu
s o

f so
m

e -at-
ten

tio
n

 to
d

ay
. 

H
e d

isco
v
ered

 th
at h

e h
ad

 
a
 fa

n
 c

lu
b
 n

a
m

e
d
 fo

r h
im

. 
T

w
o

 y
o

u
n

g
 m

en
 fro

m
 P

alo
 

A
lto

, C
alif., R

o
b
 C

au
g
h
lan

, 
w

h
o
 d

escrib
ed

 h
im

self as -a 
w

riter, an
d

 D
av

id
 O

k
e, w

h
o

 
sa

id
 h

e
 is a

 m
e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 

S
tan

fo
rd

 U
n
iv

ersity
 ad

m
in

is-
trativ

e staff, b
rav

ed
 

th
e 9

0
-

d
eg

ree h
eat an

d
 th

e th
ird

 d
ay

 
o
f a W

ash
in

g
to

n
 sm

o
g
 alert 

to
 a

tte
n
d
 th

e
 h

e
a
rin

g
s a

n
d
 

pass out m
em

bership cards in 
th

e N
atio

n
al S

am
 E

rv
in

 F
an

 
C

lub. 
T

h
ey

 said
 th

ey
 started

 w
ith

 
eig

h
t m

em
b

ers an
d

 n
o

w
 h

av
e 

2
,0

0
0
. M

em
b
ersh

ip
 is free. 

A
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