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Nixon's New ,Legok),  
Washington 

At least a half-dozen 
lawyers are working at the 
White House on President 
Nixon's defense in the Wa- 
•tergate case, either full-
, time or nearly full-time. 

J. Fred Buzhardt Jr., a 
former counsel to the De-
partment of Defense, heads 
the operation, with Leonard 
Garment, the acting White 
House counsel, working as 
his partner while also han-
dling. a large number of tith-
er matters for the President. 

Charles Alan Wright, a 
professor at the University 
of Texas Law School. has 
been working as a 
$150-a-day consultant with 
an office next to Garment's. 

UNDERPINNING 
Wright, a conservative 

constitutional lawyer who 
argued before the Supreme 
Court against the 18-year-old 
vote, is temporarily in Eu-
rope, but is expected to re-
turn to work at the White 
House next week. 

According t o informed 

J. FRED BUZHARDT JR. 
Head of ad hoc group 

sources, Wright provided 
much of the legal underpin-

ning for Mr. Nixon's refusal 
to appear before the Senate 
Watergate Committee, or to 
turn White House documents 
over to it. 

Other members of the 
staff, according to ,these 
sources, are Robert it,'An-
drews„ borrowed from the 
Department o f Defense: 
Douglas Parker, borrowed 
from the Department o f 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Thomas P. Mar-
inis Jr.., a 30-year-old asso-
ciate in the Houston law 
firm of John B. Connally. 

Little h a s been made 
known by White House 
spokesmen about the Buz-
hardt group's operations, and 
there- has been no response 
from Buzhardt to repeated 
reque-1s for niormation. But 
other presidential aides have 
given a fairly detailed ac-
count of the situation. 

RESPONSE 
"They've tried hard to or-

chestrate the White House 
response to all the charges 
and countercharges," one 
'official said of the lawyers, 
"but things keep getting 
away from them, and I don't 
think the public impression 
is a very favorable one." 

Garment. Buzharch, or 

both,, 	larly ,brief the 
Whit 	us' press" s 
tart', Ronald L Ziegler. or 

his deputy, Gerald L. War-
ren, before they brief the 
press, telling them what 
questions they can answer 
and how far they can go. 

But none of the lawyers 
knew, f or example, that 
Julie Nixon Eisenhower, 
. t h e President's younger 
daughter, was going to say 
last week that her father 
had considered resigning. 

INSISTED 
Warren subsequently in-

sisted that Mr. Nixon had 
never seriously' entertained 
such a thought, and Mrs. Ei-
senhower insisted jua as 
firmly, that he had. W 
said yesterday he wo 
comment further. 

Another snafu developed 
when the ad hoc lawyers' 
group — set up because the 
Whitfl,q-Iouse has been cut 
off from the Department of 
Justice by Attorney General 
Elliot L. Richardson — pre-
pared a set of questions to 
be used in the interroaltion 
of John W. Dean III. 

T h e ouestions for the 
former White House counsel 
were supplied to Senator 
Daniel K. Inouye (Dem-
Hawaii) "for his own use in 
formulating questions," .one 
of the lawyers said they 
had been only 	for- 
mulated, he added, and they 
"were full of typos and blank 
page references and so on." 

VERBATIM 
But Inouye proceeded. to 

read the questions verbatim, 
offering Dean a chance. to 
answer them. The lawyers. 

7.- ^tching on television. were 
'tunried. One of .them said he 
e 1 t he had been  "sand-

bagged." 
The White House ,had to 

disavow the memo in which 
t h e questions were con-
veyed, one source said, be-
cause it seemed to put the 
blame .on former Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell, 
something the lawyers did 
not feel it appropriate to do 
publicly. 

Garment a n d Buzhardt 
have both conferred repeat-
edly with Samuel Dash, 
t 11 e Senate committee's 
chief counsel, both by tele-
phone and in person.,, But 
there is no indicati, 
they have talked wi ,,any 
members of the committee. 

Neither man is believed to • see Mr. Nixon very often. 

STATEMENT 
Warren conceded, howev-

er, that Buzhardt had 
talked with the President at 
San Oem.ente last Tuesday 
about the presidential state-
ment issued Saturday. 

At the time, the White 
House denied that Mr. Nixon 
had received any 	n- 
n-ounced visitor s. 

The sources said Buz ardt 
and Garment were primarily 
responsible for the Presi-
dent's May 22 statement 
on Watergate, but that Par-
ker, Ziegler, General Alex:  
ander M. Haig Jr., the Pres-
ident's chief of staff, and 
Raymond Price and Patrick 
Buchdnan, his speech writ-
ers, had also worked on it. 
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