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John Ehrlichman, former 
White House chief domestic 
agiser, days President 
Nixon categorically turned 
down any consideration • of 
clemency for the Wagergate 
burglary last July. 
..Breaking his two-week si- 

lence on the testimony of 
former White House counsel 
John Dean III, Ehrlichman 
said the clemency subject 
never came up again after 
that July meeting. 

Dean told the Senate 

Watergate committee What 
seemed to be ..a devaat-
ingly detailed story of 
struction of justice by 
fehman and others in. 
White House. 

"It was a deliberate and 
studied effort by John Dean 
to spin a web around 
(former White House staff 

1. chief H. R. Haldeman and  
roe," said Ehrlichman, i 'ter-
viewed Sunday at his h 
in Great Falls, Va. "It ca ie 
right out of right field-------And 
whole cloth." 

	

Ehrlichman's 	antiver 
tehves the Watergate-' corn-..._ . rfarviiia 

	

	ri:.,public- p 
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oh which of the fUtYri.6 high 
officials is telling the tiiith. 

On point after point"; the 
farmer Seattle zoning *law-
yer said "not trust k; t o 
charges by Dean, while ex-
plaining that a "lack of total 
commitment by the FBI—
Hoover had a hati.gup"— 
caused him to "reluctantly": 
authorize an investigation of 

	

Daniel el Ellsber,g. 	, - 

Ehrlichman saidilLts 
shocked when he"i ,:,,aT d 
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that the White House 
"plumbers" had broken into 
the office of Ellsberg's psy-
chiatrist and ordered their 
operations suspended. The 
plumbers, who were seeking 
to plug governmental leaks, 
continued to work else-
where, without E. Howard 
Hunt and Gordon Liddy, the 
Ellsberg operatives. 

The heart of Dean's 
charge against Ehrlichman 
was that he obstructed jus-
itce by ordering plumber 
Hunt's White House papers 
destroyed, then sought exec-
utive clemency for Hunt and 
the other Watergate bur-
glars. 

Ehrlichman, tanned and 

at the time there was a 
question that a foreign 
power might have been in-
volved. 

But, he said, he . was 
"appalled" at the White 
House "enemies" list and 
the alleged use of the IRS. 
The first he knew of it was 
from Dean's testimony last 

month. 
Those things are a more 

serious threat to civil liber- 
ties than the use of the 
plumbers, Ehrlichman sug-
gested. 

Why did Dean make all 
these allegations about him? 

Ehrlichman said he could 
only surmise personal bitter- 
ness, perhaps the result of 
his recommendation that 
none of the White House 
staff be granted immunity 
from prosecution in the 
Watergate affair. 

ERLICHMAN, From Al 	Dean 	unsuccessfully 
negotiated for immunity  
from prosecution before he 
told the committee that 

iliXPost 

Re jected 
 

Nixon j Clemency 
Right Off Ehrlichman Sa s 

relaxed after a week's vaca-
tion in the Caribbean, will 
spend most of his time be 
fore the Watergate commit-
tee later this month answer-
ing those charges. 

He blamed his and Halde-
man's resignations from two 
of the most powerful posi-
tions in the United States 
on the allegations made by 
Dean to U.S. prosecutors 
here last spring. 

"Essentially what I'll tell 
them stems froth Dean's 
story," he said. "I've some 
reasonable cause for right-
eous indignation." 

Ehrlichman defended the 
use of the White House 
"plumbers" as a necessary 
means for stopping what 
they' considered dangerous 
national security leaks. In 
the Ellsberg case—the leak 
of classified documents deal- 
ing with Vietnam—he said 

Ehrlichman got a promiseof 
clemency for all the Water-
gate burglars from Presi-
dent Nixon on Jan. 4. 

"I raised the matter with 
the President) of clemency 
for all the Watergate, de-
fendants in July," said Eh-
richman. "I said, 'Sooner or 
later you're going to be con-
fronted with a suggestion by 
somebody that these fellows 
be given clemency." 

"I said, 'The fact that you 
would entertain a conversa-
tion on the subject could be 
argued to be some kind of 

ratificatitin or apprOW1 of 
their acts. It's an extremely 
dangerous subject for you to 
ever get into.' He agreed.,He 
said: 'Let's agree right :now 
this is a subject we'll never 
discuss'." 

"I adhered to that. It was 
never discussed." 

Contrary to what Dean 
said, Ehrlichman claims he 
never gave instructions to, 
as Dean put it, "get Hunt 
out of the country." 

"No, but that's an intereit-
ing tale," said Ehrlichman. 

He claimed that in late, 
March or April, Dean came,  
to his office, a floor above 
the President's and "sug-
gested that I had ordered 
Hunt out of the country. 
try. 

"Since then, in talking 
with other people, I've dis-
covered that during that 
same period he was going 
around making suggestions 
to other people about events 
that supposedly took place. 

"He was salting the mine, 
in effect." 

Ehrichlman called Dean's 
claim that he ordered the 
stuff in Hunt's White House 
safe "shredded" and a Hunt 
briefcase tossed into the Po-.  
tomac "ridiculous." 

They don't use ,a shredder 
in his office, said Ehrlich-
man. They use "burn bags." 

Ehrlich man 	says 	he 
doesn't know who, if any-
one, gave orders to then 
Acting FBI Director L. Pat-
rick Gray III to destroy the 
Hunt documents:' 

He learned about it long 
after the fact, said Ehrlich-
man. But had they known of 
the destruction of the docu-
ments, Gray would not have 
gotten the White House ap-
pointment to- the post, he 
said. 

It w a s somewhat iffy 
anyway," said Ehrlichman. 

4i) n their last meeting in 
the President's office, Dean 
testified he said, "It's time 
everybody started thinking 
about felling the truth," and 
then suggesteditAhat Halde- 
man, Ehrlichman and him-
self were all indictable . for 
obstruction of-justice. 

Ehrlichman said he -had 
no recollection of such a 
statement, but that several 
weeks earlier in another 
meeting among the three 
men—Mr. Nixon not present 
Dean, in effect, said the 
opposite. 

"Dean said that Haldeman 
had no problem, except for 

th ad anfifaraliclItof hav-
ing ayed they ransfer of 
the 	0,000 fund from the 
Comthittee (to Reelect the 
President) to be used by the 
defendants," said Ehrlich-
man. He added: 

"Dean said. I had no liabil-
ity, except I gave the green 
light to (presidential attor- 

y Herbert) KalmbaCh to 
money for the defend-

ants. that was more a matter 
of appearance -than a techni-
cal violation of the law." 

Ehrlichman said he 
looked on it "as another de-
fense fund, like one the Ber- 

n brothers, Angela Da-
vis or anyone else would  
hate had." 

Mis okay was needed; Said 
Ehilichman, because under 
an existing arrangement 
Kalmbach was not to raise 
money during.  theioarnpaign. 

"Dean cattle to Me-and 

said, 'We need your sign-off 
to get Kalmbach to help 
Mitchell raise-attorney fees - 
for the defendants,' " Said 
Ehrlichman. I said. 'If you 
consider it necessary, con-
sider it done.' That's the 
only reason I was con-
sulted." 

He dismissed Dean's claim 
that the White House consel 
acted-as a go-between Halde-
man and Ehrlichman in the 
White House and John Mitc-
hell, reelection committee 
chairman, on the Watergate 
cover-up. 

"That's a lawyer's contri-
vance of a conspiracy," said 
Ehrlichman. "Ws ridiculous. 
We had meetings twice a 
week with Mitchell on cam-
paign strategy in my office." 
We didn't need a go-be-
tween," 

 Magruder, another 
reelection' official, told the 
Senate committee that Mitc-
hell authorized the break-in 
and burglary -of Democratic 
national headquarters at 
Watergate in order to get in-
formation about national 
chairman Larry O'Brien. 

Dean said Ehrlichman and 
Haldeman discussed Mitc-
hell's removal from the com-
mittee in the last ten days 
of June. 

No so, said *Vbritchman. 



The first he knew of Mitc-
hell's leaving was the clay 
before-  when Haldeman told 
him it would take place. 

Nor did he know,  of Mitc-
hell's alleged involvement in 
Watergate until this spring, 
said Ehrlichman. 

"I want to make sure I'm 
understOod, that all I know 
is what 'others told me this 
year," said the fOrmer do-
mestic adviser. News reports 
have placed Ehrlichman and 
Haldeman at odds with 
Mitchell. the former attor-
ney geperal. 

Ehrlichman was asked 
whether he had second 
thoughts on the use of the 
plumbers to run covert in-
quirt* for the White House. 

"Given the circumstances 
at that tirrie," he said, he 
would do the same 

"They were originally set 
up not for investigation, but 
to stimulate security people 
in the various departments." 
he said. "In the SALT talk 
leakg that's exactly what 
they did. They got The 
agency people to do the job. 
• "The Pentagon Papers 

was different, 
"Had the FBI treated that 

case as a top priority where 
Elliberg was concerned I 
don't think the recommen-
dation would ever had been  

made by (White House as,  
sistant Egil) Krogh that the 
plumbers Staff be used. 

"There was a serious oiler= 
ational problem in the bu-, 
reau. I don't propose to talk 
about it in detailed terms. I 
told the McClellan commit-
tee there -was some problem 
with Hoover. It was a thing 
which Krogh came to me on, 
he went to the attorney gen-
eral on, and the attorney 
general came back and said, 
'I can't make progress.' 

"And so, reluctantly and 
thought with as much pre-
caution as was reasonable, 
we used these two fellows. 
It was a hot item. It was ur-
gent. I wasn't comfortable at 
the time with the idea of the 
White House having investi-
gators out." 

Ehrlichman said 'he'd 
waited until Sunday to an-
swer the Dean accusatidns .  
decauSe "his story shifted so 
much—I wanted to see 
where it would settle." 

He's remaining in Wash• 
ington until after his testis  
mony before the Senate 
committee. When finished, 
he'll go to his former home 
on Hunt's Point / in Seattle 
for a month's vacation. 

"After-that, we'll see," he 
said. 


