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Criticism 
Watergate 
Probers 

Washington •0` 
For many InOnths, two 

Thigh Justice Department 
officials withheld informa-
tion from 10BI agents that 
'would have led the agents 
much earlier to the White 
House group set up to 
scrutinize government 
leaks to enwsmen, accord-
ing  to sources close to the 
11:3I Watergate investiga-
tion. 

In early July of last year, 
less than a month after the 
Watergate break-in at the 
Democratic National Head-
quarters on June 17, the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
furnished the former acting 
director fht eFBI, L. Patrick 
Gray III, with documenta-
tion of the aid provided by 
the CIA to the cadre of 

i t e House operatives 
known as the "plumbers," 
the sources said. 

The three federal prosecu-
tors and FBI field agents as-
signed to the Watergate case 
and related matters did not 
know that Gray had this ma-
terial until it was discovered 
in his office safe after he re-
signed as head of the bureau 
on. April 27, 1973. 

MONTHS 
Last October Henry E. Pe-

tersen, an assistant attorney 
general obtained this infor-
mation from the CIA and, at 
the same time, learned that 
Gray had. been in ponession 
of the material for more 
than three months, accord-
ing to the sources. 

Petersen, then in charge 
of the Watergate investiga-
tion,. did not pass on the ma-
terial to the FBI agents 
working on the case, nor did 
he make it known that Gray 
had concealed the material, 
even when President Nixon 
nominated Gray i n Fe-
bruary, 1973, to be perma-
nent director of the bureau. 

Thz full scope of CIA-sup- 
port of the "plumbers" was 
not known to the FBI agents 
in the case until early May, 
when it came to kight, inde- 
pendently of them, during . 	.  

the late stages-of tne trial of 
Daniel E'llsberg on charges 
groiving out of his role in 
publicizing the Pentagon pa-
per. 

The agents are knciwn to 
be angry that Gray and Pe-
tersen did not share theCIA 
material with them, and 
contend that if they had had 
the information much of 
what is now known about the 
"plumbers," including the 
plumbers' burglary of Ells-
berg's former psychiatrist's 
office, would possibly have 
emerged sooner. 

ELEMENT 
A key element in the ran-

cor of the agents is that part 
of the material that Peter-
sen and Gray had, they be-
lieve, might have led them 
to knowledge of the burglary 
months before i t was 
learned by Federal prosecu-
tors in interviewing John W. 
Dean III, former counsel to 
the President, in April. 

Included in the material 
turned over to Petersen by 
the CIA on October 24 was a 
photograph of G. Gordon 
Liddy, convicted Watergate 
conspirator, standing i n 
front of the building in Bev-
er4Hills, that houses the 
offise of the psychiatrist, 
Dr: Lewis J . Fielding. 

ifoth Petersen and Gray 
had information that E. Ho-
ward Hunt Jr., one of the 
Watergate conspirators who 
pleaded guilty, had request-
ed that the CIA have so-
meone meet him upon his 
return to from California on 
the morning of Aug. 27, 1971, 
to receive some film from 
him that he wanted pro-
cessed and returned. 

Gray was not available for 
comment. When Petersen 
was contacted through 'a 
public information officer at 
the Justice Department, he' 
said he and "no cmom-
ment." 
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