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From columm by Howland %vaens and Robert ioval:

Bruce Kehrli,
protege who is stﬂl in the White House
with a cloak’ of secrecy about him,
joined the presidential staff almost

three years ago under most unusual -

conditions as a young Marine Corps of-
ficer in the middle of ‘his tour of serv-
ice.

Nelther Kehrli nor the White House .

would explain this arrangement for us.
An*'anonymous figure who wielded
substantial power in the Haldeman
era, he is still listed as “Staff Secre-

tary: ta “the. Presiderit—-one of : maﬁﬂ

11969 at age 24 was a job under Haldé

" Just 16 months later, Kehrli was my

. completed his service after only tw

an H: R. Haldeman “produced no explanation. Kehrli’s

quarters produced disturbing implic
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Haldezﬁan holdovers' whose continue
presence exasberates Repubhcan pol H
ticians. 'g

Kehrli’s only apparent employmen
before joining the Marines in Julf

=

man in the Los Angeles office of ’ohe:J
Walter Thompson Advertising agency

teriously detached from the Maring
and assigned to the White House. |

That was November 1970. In Febny
ary 1972, Kehrli, by then a captaiy
“resigned” from the Marines, havin

"iie

and one-half years in the corps, half ¢
that in the White House. i

Haldeman’s special arrangement f
Kehrli may well be explainable, but
days of requests to the White Hou!

retary said he would not take our calsﬁ
Our check with Marine Corps heaf

tions that Haldeman cut large corner

Three years on active military durt |
was the absolute Marine Corps mm |
‘mum during the days of the draft; nd

exception could be found to the ge%p

“eral rule that; within that period, njg

officer could be “de*tached” to civiliay
duty. 1
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