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Nixon and ..Watergate: A 
By Haynes Johnson 

Johnson is alt assistant managing editor of 
The Washington Post. 

CONGRESS, AT THIS POINT in the 
Watergate affair, appears sharply di-

vided along party lines both on the question 
of President Nixon's personal involvement 
in the scandal and on whether he should re-
main in office. 

Of 218 members of Congress who respond-
ed to a special Washington Post survey, 56 
per cent said they believe President Nixon 
participated in the Watergate cover-up and 
thus, by implication, that he has lied on this 
point. Forty-nine per cent said they believe 
Mr.-Nixon knew of espionage-sabotage plans 
for his 1972 presidential campaign. And 28 
per cent said they think the President knew 
in advance of plans for the Watergate break-
in itself. 

But the 41 per cent of the lawmakers who 
responded- not only followed party lines but 
showed significant hesitation to act against 
the President. 

Most Democrats responding, for example, 
said they believe Mr. Nixon was personally 
involved in the cover-up ' and knew of the 
1972 espionage-sabotage plans carried out 
on his behalf. But they show great reluct-
ance to consider impeachment. Republicans 
overwhelmingly said they didn't believe 
President Nixon was involved in the Water-
gate scandal and therefore were even more 
strongly opposed to impeachment. . 

On the Senate side alone, almost 100 per 
cent of the responding Democrats said they 
believe the President was aware of the 1972 
espionage-sabotage plans, and all said they 
think he participated in the Watergate cover-
up. But' 56 per cent of these Democratic 
senators said they did not think impeach-
ment proceedings should be brought against 
him. 

Senate Republicans, meanwhile, expressed 
strong faith in the President. Of all Republi- 
can senators responding, 90 per cent said 
they didn't think Mr. Nixon knew of the Sab-
otage-espionage plans, and 81 per cent said 
they didn't believe the President knew of 
the Watergate cover-up. When asked if they 
thought impeachment proceedings should be 
brought against the President, 62 per cent of 
the Senate Republicans answered "No." 

In the House, similar party-line divisions 
were evident. Among House Democrats, 
nearly half of those responding said they be-
lieved the _President knew in advance of 
plans for 'the Watergate break-in; 76 per cent 
thought he- knew pf the espionage-sabotage 
plans, and 88 per cent believed that he was 
personally involved in the cover-up. 

Despite such strong views, 46 per cent of 
the House Democrats said they -did not favor 
impeaChinent. 

House Republicans, . like their Senate 
party colleagues, lined up solidly behind the 
President. Of those responding to the sur-
vey, 95 per'eent said they didn't believe Mr. 
Nixon knew of the break-in plans in ad-
vance, 81 per cent that he knew nothing 
about the espionage-sabotage campaigri, and 
71 per cent that he was unaware of the 
cover-up. When asked about impeachment, 
81 per cent of those responding said they 
were opposed. 

1973 

Survei of 
D1 

Congress 
Current of Bitterness 
THE CONGRESSIONAL PORTRAIT that 

eniergei from the survey shows strong 
emotions and doubts coupled with a gen-
eral recognition that all the facts are not 
yet known and that the final Watergate 
chapter is fare from written. A striking num-
ber of Senate and House members from 
both parties carefully qualified their an-
swers to questions by saying that either 
their opinions could change as more evi-
dence is made public, or that it is simply too 
early to begin to judge the question of presi-
dential: involvement. 

See CONGRESS, Page D4 
. 	! 	I 

CONGRESS, From Page DI. 
In addition, an undercurrent of bitterness 

ran through many of the !comments. Some 
vented their bitterness by attacking the 
President, others by assailing his critics, no-
tably those in the press and specifically this 
newspaper. "Many of your reporters are 
members of the lynch mob with only one ob-
jective in mind—destroy the President,". a 
Republican congressman wrote. "With noth-
ing direct you resort to inference, innuendo, 
hearsay and incestuous reporting [of] each 
other. And you want shield. Indeed!" 

A Democratic congressman who said he 
was "not sure" whether the President 
should remain in office, whether he should 
resign, or whether impeachment proceed-
ings should be brought, went,  on to explain 
his answer this way: 

"Beyond any doubt I believe the President 
not only guilty of criminal acts, but guilty 
also of attempting to undermine the very 
structure of the American political system, 
and the Constitution, and I believe his mo-
tive was greed—for both power and money. 
Additionally, I doubt his mental stability. 
Despite this I am not sure, if his removal at 
this time would be good for the country." 

,The Post survey, containing a questionnaire 
liking seven basic questions, was mailed to all 
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ceptance if you had it r,eturned to an Impartial 
and independent agency for tabulating the 
results. You are not entirely free from a 
credibility gap. 

—Senate Republican 

I'm terribly disspirited and depressed by 
Watergate. I think Nixon, as President, is a 
national disgrace. Watergate and related mat-
ters—and the essential corruptness of his 
entire inner circle of advisers—demonstrate 
to me a lack of fitness to be President. He has 
lost his moral authority—and his continuance 
in office can only degrade the whole self-
government process. He apparently does not 
realize or is not sensitive to the fact that 
his personal example does more to destroy 
citizen faith in government and the legal 
process than any other thing. It's a national 
and spiritual humiliation to see Nixon cling 
grimly to the wreckage of his presidency. 

The Obvious reluctance of the Democrat 
leadership in the Congress to insist on an im-
mediate and total cleanup reminds me of the 
unwillingness to face up to the Vietnam war 
for 10 years. The country is leaderless—and 
that is a terrible indictment of us ail. 

—House Democrat 
G.3 

For God's sake no. Some would destroy our 
country to get their name in the paper or be 
seen over TV. 

—House Democrat 

44.10 

It would be devastating to the United States, 
at this time, to have a President impeached 
(or, to a lesser extent, to have proceedings 
start) . 	I don't condone what the President 
has done; I think it was both foolish and 
ruthless, assuming he is guilty of some of 
this, which has not yet been proven. Placed 
in proper perspective, though, many business-
men and other citizens do similar or just as 
evil things frequently. 

—House Republican 

I would think that any President, upon 
healing of the Watergate break-in, would, 
immediately, calf in all White House staff 
and demand all particulars. 

—House Democrat 

c+.9 
The issues before the Watergate Investi- 

gating Committee should be these: 
(a) Are any new laws required affecting the 

financing or conduct of political campaigns? 
(b) Is there an need for a revised and en- 

forceable code of political conduct? 
—House Republican 

ReSignation or impeachment bother me be-
cause we get Agnew, surrogate Nixon. Both 
should resign. A defect in our Constitution 
is that a new election can't be called by Con-
gress so that people can -decide if a new 
President should take over. 

—House Democrat 

He approved—for five days—plans of action 
which "suspended" the Fourth Amendment 
—more disturbing than "Watergate." 

—Senate Democrat 

C*9 
The Senate Select Committee hearings are 

not of judicial stature. The Watergate affair 
will be heard in a court of law. Any judg-
ments and decisions will be made in due 
process. The guilty should be determined 
and punished accordingly. 

—House Republican 

c+.9 
If he doesn't resign and if Dean's testimony 

is corroborated, he should be impeached. 
—Hoime Democrat 

Any President, is the President of all the 
country. To drag him down is to drag the 
country down. Whatever involvement may 
have existed in delay of development of pub-
licly disclosed involvement of staff in either 
the break-in or the cover-up does not war-
rant impeachment. On balance the President's 
overall record of positive progress for the 
nation; particularly in foreign affairs, pro-
duces a net plus. Now, both the reconstituted 
White House staff and the media ought to 
try to help in the gradual restoration of pub-
lic confidence in government itself lest the 
constitutional cement that holds us all to- 

gether be torn asunder. This would immeas-
urably harm both Democrats and Republicans 
alike. 

—House Republican 

You definitely need an "undecided" col-
umn. The President's isolation makes his in-
tent and therefore the remedy unclear at 
this point. 

—House Republican 
C.4,9 

As of this moment I do not believe the 
implication of Richard Nixon is so clear as to 
make possible a two-thirds vote in the Senate 
on an impeachment trial. Absent this, the ac-
tion of impeachment in the House, while possi-
bly but not probably unsuccessful, would mere-
ly divide and alienate our people to no good 
end. It is possible that this could change 
with further proceedings in the Ervin Com-
mittee. 

—House Democrat 
c+.9 

He should have known about Watergate 
earlier. 

Senate Republican 
04,9 

I believe Mr. Nixon is overtly responsible 
for the tone, the mood, the basic strategy 
directions. That places a heavy burden of 
guilt on him; but I hope and believe it prob- 

able he did not know in advance of the spe-
cific illegal acts by the CRP agents. 

—House Republican 

Your survey is premature, in view of the 
fact that the investigations and hearings still 
are underway. Conclusions cannot be drawn 
at this point. 

—Senate Republic 
044 

So far, the uncertainties are sufficient to 
allow him to stay in office. Looking at the 
practicalities, I am unhappy about any evi-
dent alternative to his remaining in office. 

—House Republican 

Impeachment, without an overwhelming 
public demand for it can't happen. If it did, 
our system of government might not survive 
the internal crisis that would ensue. 

—Senate Democrat 
C4-4 

What has been happening is frightening. 
A cloud is over our government. The press, 
particularly The Post, the Senate committee, 
the courts and the grand jury are to be com-
mended for the efforts at exposure of the 
crimes committed and the cover-up. The Nixon 
administration has been tarnished in history. 
Impeachment "No.". Strong censure "Yes." 

—House-Democrat 
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members of Congress. In every case where 
possible, the questionnaires were sent to home 
addresses. The lawmakers were asked to an-
swer the questions and, if they wished, to 
provide additionel comments. They were 
asked not to sign their names, but merely 
to indicate their party and whether they 
were members of the House or Senate. 

Questionnaires were mailed in the middle 
of John Dean's testimony before the Senate 
Select Committee investigating the Water-
gate scandal. The answers thus reflect con-
gressional sentiment as of Dean's testimony 
but before the scheduled public appearances 
of former Attorney General John N. Mitch-
ell and former presidential aides H. R. 
Haldeman, John Ehrlichman and Charles W. 
Colson later this month. 

Of the 535 members of Congress, 218 re-
sponded to the survey. The party breakdown 
was: among Republicans, 50 per cent of the 
senators and 30 per cent of the House 
members;  among Democrats, 29 per cent of 
the senators and 46 per cent of the House 
members. Thirteen of the responses were in 
the form of letters or incomplete question-
nairgs that couldn't be tabulated. 

Some lawmakers thought the survey itself 
was an act of journalistic irresponsibility. 
Rep. Frank Horton, a New York Republican,  

called the survey "a heinous oversteppi 	of 
the bounds of responsible journalism." 111 e 
suggested that publishing the fin. II gs 
would "serve no useful purpose whatso! ,  er 
and in fact would severely damage and is-
tort the difficult and painstaking proce of  
sorting fact from opinion in this entire - I r-
did chapter of American history." 

Sen. Ernest F. Hollings, a South Car. a 
Democrat, also questioned the wisdo 
the survey. "I am not prudish enough t. I e-
lieve that off-the-record views are not e-
quently given but on such a sensitive 91  d 
critical issue as the President's guilt or Ion-
guilt and whether or not he should be i o ut 
out of office, it doesn't serve any good 	r- 
pose to obtain an off-the-record poll o he 
Congress. What remaining stability o . 1 e 
system there is is further destroyed by 	h 
a survey. It gives substance to the im es-
sion• that The Washington Post is out to :et 
the President and is doing so by buggin he 
minds , of members who haven't got ;. is 
enough to stand up and speak their mini 1 " 

But such views were in a distinct IIor-
ity. Indeed, the personal comments off on -d 
by so many Republicans and Democra in 
many ways provided greater insight to 
present congressional attitudes than al 	e 
statistical complications of the respons 	as 
the accompanying samples of those re 	ks 
indicates. 

A State of Ambiguity 

ONE OF THE MOST INTRIGUIN 
 pects of the survey results cente 

whether Congress thinks President 

of 

shOuld stay in office. When asked that ques-
tion, 43 per cent of House Republicans who 
responded said "Yes." But the remaining 57 
per cent gave no answer. Many said it was 
too early to tell, and others presumably did 
not answer because the question was addressed 
only to those who believed the President was 
involved. 

On the Senate side, a similar state of am-
biguity was evident among Republicans. 
Fifty-seven per cent of the responding Repub-
lican senators gave no answer to that ques-
tion, for the same reason. 

Democratic opinion also showed some un-
certainty about that crucial question. Almost 
a quarter of the responding House Democrats 
and 13 per cent of the senators gave no an-
swer to the question. 

The Post also attempted to gauge congres-
sional attitudes toward alternative actions 
—whether Congress thinks the President 
should be censured because of Watergate, or 
whether he should resign. Here, again, party 
positions figured largely in the answers. 

On the question of censure, 71 per cent of 
the responding House Republicans were op-
posed, but 24 per cent of the House Republi-
cans gave no answer. Among Senate GOP 
members, 52 per cent opposed censure, but 
38 per cent of them gave no answer. For the 
Democrats, 30 per cent in the House favored 
censure, with more than half giving no an-
swer. And in the Senate, 37 per cent of the 
Democrats thought censure appropriate, 
while more than one-third had no answer. 

The question of presidential resignation 
brought a different response. While 71 per  

cent of House Republicans had o.  
censure, only 45 per cent were again 
Nixon resigning. And nearly half of the 
Republicans gave no answer to that q 
In the Senate, 52 per cent of respondi 
publicans had no answer, while nearly 
cent of the GOP senators said they t 
Mr. Nixon should resign. 

On the Democratic side, 37 per cent 
senators said he should resign, with 
44 per cent giving no answer. Almost 
all House Democrats responding said t 
lieve the President should resign, while 
one-third had no answer. 

Grave Doubts 

THE POST SURVEY, taken at t 
terim point in the unfolding Wa 

episode, does not answer the critica4 
tion before the country—whether C 
is prepared to impeach President Nix 
der the Constitution, once a member 
House has introduced an impeachme 
lution the customary procedure is to 
committee investigation. If the char 
supported by the investigation, and t 
mittee reports to the floor an impea 
resolution, the House then votes on 7 
to send the case to the Senate. A 
House vote is required to do so. In t 
ate, a two-thirds vote of the membe 
ent is required for conviction. 

But The Post survey does show th 
President's congressional standing h 
damaged, that opinions are volati 
grave doubts do exist, and that the 
point in the Watergate affair has 
been reached. 
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0-4 
Your survey would ye, much more ac- 

Many members of Congress included in-
dividual comments in their responses to the 
Washington Post survey on the Watergate 
affair. The following are samples of the wide 
range, of views they expressed. 

We must have faith. I do have. I pray he 
is not guilty. I know Dean personally and have 
no faith in him. 

—House Republican 

04.9 
Either Nixon knew of the Watergate net-

work of espionage, in which case he is guilty 
of criminal complications, and should be re-
moved from office, or he was ignorant of what 
his top aides were doing, in which case he is 
incompetent to be President. McGovern was 
right when he said this is "the most corrupt 
administration in our history." 

—Senate Democrat 

Let he. who stands without sin cast the first 
stone. 

—House Democrat 

cr." 
It's too bad that with the tremendous issues 

facing this country on pollution, crime, in-
flation, overpopulation, engery crisis. etc. that 
the public has to stomach the Watergate day 
in and day out. It's too bad the press has 
not tackled the "real" issues of this country 
which are paramount to the destruction• of the 
presidency and this nation as you are -doing. 

—House Republican 

cva 

Do you want Agnew for six years?? 
—House Democrat 

.I am a Democrat who loves my country—
and even though I dislike Nixon the man, I 
want the President of the United States to 
have the same rights for a fair hearing as 
The Washington Post demands for the individ-
ual accused of burglary, rape, heroin sales, etc. 

—Unidentified 

Nixon will resign by October! Conseryatiye 
and regular GOPs will be demanding it by 
then! 

—House Democrat 

While I personally detest Richard Nixon as 
a man of no principle and no human decency, 
questions arise here going beyond my per-
sonal- feelings. While as a Democrat I find 
little pain in his troubles, I find myself deeply 
troubled as to the results of present events 
on the well-being of my country. To hold 
impeachment proceedings at this time, with 
only the evidence at hand, on Sunday, July 
1, 1973, would further divide the nation and 
render Nixon and the presidency incapable of 
carrying out constitutional functions. 

—House Democrat 

c+..9 
Please give an honest count. 

—House Republican 

04.9 

I am also an American and my name is 
John E. Hunt. I do not believe in anonymity 
or "unidentified sources" which do not exist. 
In all My years in politics I have never seen 
a campaign as mean and indefensible as the 
effort headed by The Washington Post, The 
New York Times, etc. to crucify Richard 
Nixon. The stature of the man is more evident 
than ever, as I know of no other man 
in either -party who could have withstood the 
vendetta against him. Rather than destroying 
this man, you have made him greater. The 
interesting thing about hatchet jobs is that 
when they're overdone, they sometimes back- 
fire. 

—House Republican 

See COMMENTS, Page D4 


