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Running for the House 
By Russell Baker 

New York Times 

Washington 
"I HAD ALWAYS thought it would be an 

awful thing to be President of the United States," 
writes a man from Iowa, "but I am having second 
thoughts since reading about the household im-
provements President Nixon has had installed in 
his California and Florida houses. In fact, I am 
now thinking seriously about announcing my can-
didacy for President, since I have read some-
where that the Secret Service takes a protective 
interest even in mere candidates. 

"As I understand it, the $1 million or more 
in public money spent to improve the President's 
houses was laid on by the Secret Service to make 
his houses more secure. My own house is a securi-
ty agent's nightmare. I estimate it would take 
$250,000 to put it in shape for simple basic secu-
rity — the kind I suppose they give to mere can-
didates. 

"I was particularly fetched when I read 
about the new wiring system the Secret Service 
had installed in San Clemente to eliminate a fire 
hazard, as well as the expensive pruning job they 
had done to make surt no tree limbs would fall on 
the President if he took a walk. 

"I don't know about my wiring, but there is a 
fierce piece of termite damage under my dining 
room floor, or maybe it was carpenter ants that 
did it. House-eating bugs are all the same to me. 
In any case, I suppose the Secret Service has an 
expert who can tell the difference. 


