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The No. 1 
Nixon 
Hater 
By Don Bacon 

Newsweek News Service 

SAN CLEMENTE—(NNS) 
—For nearly 30 years, a 
number of Americans have 
followed with strange facina-
tion the amazing career of 
Richard Nixon. United by 
the one overall interest, they 
have been lubbed "The Nix-
on Haters." 

Nixon has been aware of 
their existence since the 
budding o f his political 
dream. For most of his polit-
ical life, he has been com-
pelled to glance over his 
shoulder to see who might 
be creeping up on him. It be-
came, as the startling testi-
mony of John W. Dean has 
laid out, an obsession. 

hitting in a Methodist re-
tirement home near here is 
perhaps the nation's No. 1 
"Nixon Hater," at least in 
terms of longevity. He is 72 
fear o 1 d Jerry Voorhis. 
Once a promising liberal 
Democratic congressman 
whose political hopes ended 
abruptly in 1946 when he lost 
his seat in Congress to a 
hard-slugging, largely un-
known .ex-Navy man, Rich-
ard Nixon. 

The Nixon-Voorhis race 
has since found its way into 
political science textbooks --- 
along with the Nixon-Helen 
Galiagan Douglas race for 
the Senate four years later 
— as an American classic in 
dirty politics. 

Voorhis has not nursed his 
wounds quietly. He has de-
scribed in books and articles 
his own encounter with 
Richard Nixon, and his own 
feelings toward the man, 
based on that singular en-
counter. 

"The thing that is bringing 
Nixon down off his high 
horse is the same kind of 

ethical. campaign tactics 
that he's used throughout his 
career," Voorhis told an in-
terviewer recently. 

His latest treatise on the 
subject was published in 

June, 1973 — a few days be-
fore the Watergate burglars 
were caught in the act -of 
bugging the Democratic Na-
tional Headquarters. Voor-

h i s' book, "The Strange 
Case of Richard Nixon," 
was largely overlooked; it 
was, Said most reviewers 
who bothered t o glance 
through it, the diatribes and 
prejudices of 'a bitter old 
man. 
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