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an M
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N
ixon G

overn? 

 

T
he issue is no longer w

ho is telling 
the truth and w

ho is falsifying. T
he is-

su
e is 'w

h
eth

er P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 can

 
g
o
v
ern

 th
e co

u
n
try

 fo
r th

e n
ex

t th
ree 

y
ears. 
W

ith the m
assive evidence accum

u-
lating the answ

er m
ust be in the nega-

tive. A
nd it is not alone W

atergate. T
he 

disclosures about the 'chiseling on the 
N

ixon private hom
es at S

an C
lem

ente 
an

d
 K

ey
 B

iscay
n
e to

u
ch

 th
e av

erag
e 

citizen struggling to keep up his m
ort-

g
ag

e p
ay

m
en

ts an
d
 m

ay
b
e fix

 u
p
 h

is 
b
ack

y
ard

. 
T

he trouble is that under the A
m

eri-
can

 p
resid

en
tial sy

stem
, in

 co
n
trast to

 
p
arliam

en
tary

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, th
ere are 

o
n
ly

 tw
o
 w

ay
s th

e o
ffice m

ay
 b

e v
a-

cated. O
ne is by resignation, the other 

b
y
 im

p
each

m
en

t. T
h
e p

ro
cess o

f im
-

peachm
ent w

ould paralyze the govern-
m

en
t to

 a far g
reater ex

ten
t th

an
 th

e 
p
ro

lo
n
g
ed

 S
en

ate h
earin

g
s in

to
 th

e 
W

atergate scandal. 
T

he H
ouse m

ust vote articles of im
-

peachm
ent, w

hich w
ould be a lengthy 

an
d
 d

eep
ly

 d
isru

p
tiv

e p
ro

cess. T
h
en

 
th

e S
en

ate m
u
st sit as a co

u
rt w

ith
 th

e 
ch

ief ju
stice p

resid
in

g
. In

 th
is case 

C
h
ief Ju

stice W
arren

 B
u
rg

er w
as ap

-
p
o
in

ted
 b

y
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
, an

d
 h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 certain
ly

 b
e at o

d
d
s w

ith
 th

e 

D
em

ocratic m
ajority trying the P

resi-
dent. T

hus a further, elem
ent of dissen-

sio
n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 in

je
c
te

d
 in

to
 w

h
a
t 

w
o
u
ld

 su
rely

 b
e a fierce co

n
flict en

-
during for w

eeks if not m
onths. 

R
ep

u
b
lican

s w
h
o
 reco

il in
 h

o
rro

r 
from

 the very w
ord im

peachm
ent seem

 
to

 fo
rg

et th
at th

ey
 in

stitu
ted

 th
at p

ro
-

ceed
in

g
 n

o
t lo

n
g
 ag

o
. R

ep
. G

erald
 

F
o
rd

, m
in

o
rity

 lead
er in

 th
e H

o
u
se, 

proposed to im
peach Justice W

illiam
 

0
. D

o
u
g
las fo

r "h
ig

h
 crim

es an
d
 m

is-
dem

eanors" and he w
as joined by 109 

o
th

er m
em

b
ers. F

o
rd

 asserted
 th

at an
 

"im
peachable offense" is w

hatever the 
H

ouse w
ith concurrence of the S

enate 
"considers (it) to be." S

eem
ing to give 

th
e C

o
n
g
ress u

n
lim

ited
 p

o
w

er, th
is 

shocked m
any observers. 

T
h
e ch

arg
es ag

ain
st D

o
u
g
las g

rew
 

out of private financial dealings w
hile 

he served on the court. It is one thing, 
o
f co

u
rse, to

 im
p
each

 a ju
d
g
e o

f th
e 

high court and quite another to im
peach 

a P
resident of the U

nited S
tates. A

t the 
beginning of the last century articles of 
im

peachm
ent w

ere brought against Jus-
tice S

am
uel C

hase w
ho w

as acquitted 
by the S

enate. 
If im

p
each

m
en

t is a so
u
rce o

f ev
en

 
w

o
rse p

araly
sis th

an
 p

resen
tly

 p
re-

vails, the other recourse—
resignation  

—
calls for an act of w

ill on the part of 
th

e P
resid

en
t. N

o
 m

an
 in

 th
e o

ffice 
h
as ev

er resig
n
ed

 an
d
 th

e o
d
d
s o

n
 

N
ix

o
n
 tak

in
g
 th

is reco
u
rse are p

u
t at 

70 to 1 or higher even. H
is friends are 

saying that it w
ould be contrary to ev-

erything in his background and tem
p-

eram
ent to quit. 

W
hat is shocking to this observer is 

to find infltiential D
em

ocrats on C
api-

to
l H

ill p
lay

in
g
 p

o
litics as u

su
al. W

e 
d
o
n
't w

an
t N

ix
o
n
 to

 resig
n
, th

ey
 are 

saying, for then w
e w

ould have S
piro 

A
g
n
ew

 b
u
ilt in

to
 th

e o
ffice fo

r th
ree 

y
ears. W

ith
 an

 o
u
tp

o
u
rin

g
 o

f p
u
b
lic 

sy
m

p
ath

y
 an

d
 w

ith
 ev

en
 m

o
d
erate 

good luck he w
ould he entrenched for 

1
9
7
6
 an

d
 w

e w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e a h
ard

 tim
e 

fin
d
in

g
 a can

d
id

ate w
h
o
 co

u
ld

 b
eat 

him
. 

T
he politics of replacing N

ixon w
ith 

A
g
n
e
w

 m
ig

h
t tu

rn
 o

u
t th

a
t w

a
y
. 

W
h
eth

er th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t in

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t's o

ffice, seem
in

g
ly

 u
n
-

touched by the scandals, could govern 
th

e co
u
n
try

 an
d
 resto

re co
n
fid

en
ce is 

an
o
th

er m
atter. T

h
e o

p
in

io
n
 w

id
ely

 
h
eld

 is th
at th

e in
d
ices, in

clu
d
in

g
 th

e 
N

ew
 Y

ork S
tock E

xchange, w
ill con-

th
w

e to
 d

ro
p
 u

n
til co

n
fid

en
ce is re-

stored. 
In A

ugust 1923, just before a S
enate  

in
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 b

e
g
a
n
 to

 re
v
e
a
l th

e
 

d
ep

th
s o

f th
e T

eap
o
t D

o
m

e scan
d
al, 

P
resid

en
t W

arren
. G

am
aliel H

ard
in

g
 

d
ied

. If h
e h

ad
 liv

ed
 h

e w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
been im

plicated in that scandal by the 
b
etray

al o
f h

is cro
n
ies w

h
o
m

 h
e h

ad
 

appointed to high office. H
is A

ttorney 
G

en
eral an

d
 h

is S
ecretary

 o
f In

terio
r 

w
ere deeply involved 'w

ith paym
ents 

by big oil m
en. 

T
he V

ice P
resident, C

alvin C
oolidge, 

in
h
erited

 th
e o

ffice. S
ilen

t C
al, as h

e 
w

as called, had said nothing. N
am

ing 
able and independent. prosecutors, he 
stood clear of the w

reckage. W
ith ris-

ing prosperity in w
hat w

as to becom
e 

know
n as the C

oolidge boom
, he w

as 
re-elected in 1924 over a w

eak candi-
d
ate p

ick
ed

 b
y
 th

e d
eep

ly
 d

iv
id

ed
 

D
em

ocrats. 
T

eap
o
t D

o
m

e w
as essen

tially
 a 

m
o
n
e
y
 sc

a
n
d
a
l in

 c
o
m

p
a
riso

n
 to

 
W

atergate, w
hich goes to the corrup-

tion of the system
 itself. E

m
bedded in 

that corruption is the dark shadow
 of 

w
hether w

e have a w
orkable govern-

m
ent. W

alter L
ippm

ann w
ill probably 

never finish the book on w
hich he has 

lo
n
g
 b

een
 w

o
rk

in
g
 w

ith
 th

e ten
tativ

e 
title, "T

h
e U

n
g
o
v
ern

ab
ility

 o
f M

an
." 

T
he present scandal w

ould be at least 
a chapter. 
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