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The'General Accountin g
Office*has concluded that
President Nixon’s cam-
paign organization and a

. Maryland political com-
mittee apparently violated
the law in financing a din-
ner honoring Vice Presi-
dent Spiro T. Agnew.

In a report issued Ilast
-night, the GAO asked Attor-
ney General Elliot L: Rich-
ardson to investigate four in-
cidents “'of apparent viola-
tions by "the Salute to Ted
Agnew “Night Committee of
Baltimore and one by the Fi-
nance Committee to Re-elect
the President. >

TRANSFER .

The GAO, a congressional
investigatory agency, found
that the finance committee,
the money-raising arm of
the 1972 Nixon campaign,
apparently was in violation
in failin gto report transfer
of $50,000 to the Agnew com-
mittee,

The report said the Agnew
committee falsely listed
$49,900 of that amount as
having come from _ticket
sales to the Agnew dinger.

One year and ten days aft-
er the Agnew dinner, the Ag-
 new committee amendgd its
‘report, deleting 31 fictious
‘contributions and showing
the $49,900 as being a trans-
fer from the finance com-

ETRAE

mittee on June 14, 1972, the

GAO said. .
Agnew issued a statement
last night denying he was a
candidate for re-election at
the time of the May 19 dins;
ner. He said Mr. Nixonydid
not inform him he would he

. the-GAOQ,
e

the President’s running
mate until the following Ji uly
22.

In addition, Agnew said,
he took no part in the han.
dling of funds by the dinner
committee and knew nothing
of the $50,000 loan from the
Nixon committee until it
was reported inthe press.

The GAO report cited
these specific incidents of
apparent violations:

@ The Agnew committea
falsely reported contribution
transfer to the Agnew com-
account of contributions.

@ Persons acting for the
Agnew committee knowingly
participated in the effort to
falsify, conceal, or cover the
receipt of the $50,000 from

-’the Finance Committee to

Re-elect the President. ol
- STATEMENTS - *

@ Blagden H. Wharton,
treasurer of the Agnew com-
mittee, knowingly made
false, fraudulent statements
to the GAO and swore to
materials he believed un-
true. ,'

© The Agnew committee
accepted $47,600 in corpo-
rate .contributions, - which
are illegal where candidates
for federal office are, in-
volved, and failed to report
them.
® The Finance Committee
fo Re-elect the President
failed to report the $50,000
transfer to the Agnew comit-
tee.

The GAO said the $47.600
given the Agnew committee
by corporations was report-
ed to authorities in Mary-
land, where such contribu-
tions are legal, but notj;“tp
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