is|heard everywhere, David
Hbrtel, a college student
Who works  summers har-
vesting wheat, said, “People

5 f

i

) avs arpund here wish the whole

WXPOQ!: o JuL 5 1973 . thing would get over with.
§ = N e It Iscares us out here, ‘cause
A2 - Thursdar. Tuly5,1973  THE WASHINGTON POST We always kind of look up g

aur leaders.” »
'he mayor of Hays, a real

| o esfate man named Henry
s Marcotte, added, “I wish it
e ' OIDIO“S cotld be over quickly. Its
Ie hurting the confidence in
1. . goyernment. It has even car-
I ried on down to people in
A‘: my| position. People question
1 ‘ u S\t er sg"rneone for being a politi-
- Loses -
I Marcotte, a Democrat who
4 swifched to Mr. Nikon in
:L 1972, also complained agbout
* reports that Mr. Nixon used
H ear an puk Iic‘funds to improve hig
::. ’ Florida  and California

homes—an easily graspable

g By Leroy F. Aarons bregd-and-butter issue that
" Washington Post Staff Writers seemed to be catching on in
:j HAYS Kan, July 4 — tl}e 5e parts. “The_re had to
‘« There was a big Kiwanis be, Some favoritism some-
“* fireworks display, an effort “r{lel-e, some kickbacks,” he
7< to regenerate some of' the sk . .
&% ol patriotic fervor, buF by . Q‘le mcx:ea_smg skepticism
“~ and large the 197th anniver- in donservative Ka.nsas,'one |
«3 sary of fhe natidn's found- ofi the most solid Nixon
s* ing went by unmarked in st%tas in the last election, is ‘
= this city of 15,000 in the reflected In the press as

: b well Today’s Hutchinson,
+7 American heartland. iy R
b There were mo parades. rI\:a%n, News edlton’al quoted
o No giant picnics. No Ameri- 1%1.}0 . vJeffersqn 4 hSt- of
Leg‘fdn events. Wy Speecher guie_ances Jagainst © King
"< by visiting dignitaries. Eve? ggﬁ?l %i ﬁgdégeégzna(i-d‘eﬁt
~. the ve'nerablt? tra‘i‘gggceﬁl has phstructed the adminis.
-< displaying dt ;e B b tratibn of justice. . . . He has -
fiigelieigforedo s mads h.Judg%s depegder_ﬂ:
W . upon his will . . | He ig
v« Part of the reason, un- trangporting large armies of
+7 questionably, was ﬂ}at_HayS; mercenaries to complete the
~« in western Kan;as;i in tixte works of death, destruction
-7 midst of the wheat harvest, and tyranny .. .»?

‘s and few were willing to let Then, the newspaper
=, a holiday interrupt the lum- pointedly  adds: “These
.- bering progress of the huge grieyances  were filed

- combine machines.

against King George III. We

** But, deeper than that, it mention that just in case

~seemed clear that the peo- you got confused about the |
~ple of Hays, the town that monarch at whom the Decla. :
" Buffalo Bill Cody and Wild rationl was aimed,” :
SRl Hickock once called Noted Norbert Dreiling, !
"~ home, were preoccupied Kansas state Democratic |

~“with things over than overt chairman, a Hays resident: |
*: patriotism, ) “Nixon symbolized for Kan.
';; Unlike the large urban sas mid-America, the work
:‘”centel‘s, the issues of race, eph'z‘c, ﬂ,’le respect for la.w
& unemployment and erime do ethic! \f\- hen the7 Symbol it-
:"'not i 'deeply in this hub self | fhils, there§ an awful ‘
":‘Aof gt e el pro- vaculim. The leggn thing '
o ion, But other issues do has hif us so bad, it’s almost i
:fdut?éo;lﬁnawav et ingpr'i-ces too much for the American )
= the fuel shortage which for Cogﬁcic?]te(;ielfg’sta}lg\;vanis fire. |
“*a while endangered the 3 : tacular, th
:‘“-jwheat harvest and = still z)(ﬁc 51: ssp\icericusilﬁmerazze
" forces gas stations to close %) 1 iy
A eends. T growine for the moment at least, in a
“xon weeken sE o oo pe; sea 9§ patriotic enthusiasm.
o ;hortaizsgf trzma‘tiacl ’ the At thelend, during the bene-
~*haps -

* Watergate affair = Not all of the change dictior], Tableau No. 23 was
«, Watergate - :

% s

a

; e ~could be attributed to things  fired hnd suddenly the sky
* The impact of Watergate . *like Watergate, she said, but  was alive with a 15-foot de-
=Drobably is not as_eacily »~the revelations have shaken piction of Uncle Sam kneel-
~sapparent on the surface as “rpeople’s faith and confi. ing in prayer.

T#it is in the big cities. But © *.dence. “We do mnot know “Kreeling in prayer of
+% talks with many people indi- . what’s going on in our g0v-  reverence for an undivided
s cate consistently that the .-ernment any more. All We  Amen a,” went the narra-
viscandal has penetrated + know is we’ve had a lot of tion, ["with respect for the
i deeply here, all the more so :«erookedness, and that’s what law qf| God and man. Only
+ because Oftfhhe_gieat.z’ﬂ;lfg »*it is, just plain crooked- then |Will we enjo;lf] Iilz)eﬂl:y
<7 believe in the integrity *.ness.” and fustice for all. Only
<~ honesty of the nation’s lead- .; Like most others, Mrs. then \Will we preserve and
<=ership. .+ Brown is reluctant to ineri. enjoy|freedom . . .”

s Typical is Ruth Brown, an .*minate the President. But To |many of those gath-
{v8l-year-old former teacher, " the growing uneasiness  ered, it/ seemed like a fitting
isnow a widow, partly deaf +* about his involvement is al. e for the times.

«>and blind, living alone in an
<vold world frame house in
*r‘; downtown Hays. Mrs. Brown,
+a lifelong Republican, hung
. lier flag with the help of
oy

. #some passersby, but she re-

¥
i

¢ membered- the days when
i “there was a different feel-
~4ing in the country, wher_n we
+had a different patriotic
v .idea.”

b
*
b
%
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.~ most universal here. “I think
-, what he should do is just
.- come right out and say it
~. Was so-and-so, and he was

J-sorry for all the mess and |

- he was going to work with
;- Congress to straighten this
- thing out. You have to be
.- big enough to apologize.” !
" . This almost plaintive need

for Mr. Nixon to do some-
- thing to quiet the nervous-

ness about his involvement

messa

0




