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Washington
KATHARINE GRAHA VI

just might be the most pow- -

erful womar in America.

There was a time when :

the 56-year-old publisher of
T&ge Washington . Post

thought the word “power”
had an unpleasant connota- !

tion, but she doesn’t thmk S0
any more.

‘I don’t flinch at it.the
way I used to,” shesaid. “I
think that the head of this
company has a certain
amount of power fo:influ-
ence the amount of informa-
tion people get and the way
they get it, and I suppose
that is havmg power. - 7

“T also have another theo-.
ry:; If power is there to be
used, it is used whether you- -
abf;icate it or whether .you .
use: it. You have to remem-
ber’: that you can do as
much damage by abdicating
it as.by using it in the wisest
way:you know. This is What i
I try to do.”

Katharine Graham isina -
position to know about pow- .
er. Her newspaper, which
put its reputation on the line :
in pursuit of the Watergate -
scandal and won a Pulitzer
Prize as a result, was in-
volved in a power struggle
Wlth ‘the Nixon administra-
tion.

- Mrs. Graham — and he1
paper — came out on top.

“What you've got to un-
derstand about Kay is that
she’s”got moral vision,” said
‘Truman Capote, wliose
friendship with Mrs. Gra-
ham? goes back 12 years..
“Watergate - got . through:.to
her. Without her, the Water-
gate (coverage) couldn’t

dowerful

. ton Fritchey,

'ﬁi)éné& I saw her
hat period. dis-

to me ‘I m cfomw to
they are.” =" .
“I don’t: thmk nyone 151
good enough'?"m rry her,”
sa1d Capote. “When we had
lunch together, she always:
asked me tomake theTeser-
vation. She’d say, ‘They
don’t know my name and
we'll get a bad table.’ She !
has no sense of her nn'pmt—
ance. She doesn’t believein
important people. Now she’s |
come out of her shell, and !
the . one thing she is interest- .
edin is the way she looks. j
She_dldn’t care before:”

The “way ‘she looks™ is
tall (about 5-foot:8), attrac-
tive and alert. Her vmce is

throaty-and well mod ted
and she. always appears
ready to match her wit§iand

intelligence against anyone.

She’s frlendly with strangels :

who' are introduced to'her !

and she’s the same with her
employes,
quite seems to forget §ihe
money and power af a*her
command. .

Her tennis game reveals
something of her character.

Political columnist Clay-
a frequent
partuer, says that unlike
most women, she plays: a
strong net game: “She
doesn’t wince like most
women when a shot comes
at her at the net, and she
sure puts some of the shots
away.’ -

That kind of firmness.is
evident when Mrs. Graham
talks about the repercus-
sions of the Post’s Water-
gate coverage. '

“We have been accused of

RUIR

said. “We have beén. ma-
ligned in the press and ‘we
have been maligned in
speeches by a half-dozen
spokesmen for the adrmms-
tration.

There were no direct
threats, but there was indi-
rect pressure, charged Mrs.
Graham, who is also the
controlling stockholder in
the: Washington Post Co.,
Whmh also owns Newsweek
magazine, three television
stations and some radio sta-
‘tioms.

She said businessmen and
newspapermen would come
out of the White House every

day. after talking to adminis- .

tration officials and they

woitld report that *‘the White -

House people -were ternbly
mad, terribly vindictive-and
ternbly personal and they
wele going to get-us.”’
There are also the “chal—
lenges” to the licenses of
two iof the Post-owned TV
stations in Miami and Jack- '

, sonville.

“I ‘can’t attribute the 11- 4
cense challenges directly fo ;

the ‘administration, and I
don’t,€but of course there
are a Iot of people involved

- who Were connected with the
: Commlttee to Re-elect the

Pres1den
MIS" Graham also dlSa-

- grees fwnh persons who com-
but she neyer |

plal %~ mostly in the mail

. — that the paper’s coverage

would ha\ve been d;fferent it -

Cal Bemoerat ‘had’ ‘eBf#in the

White House.” .=

“They keep askmg why
we dide’t cover Chappaqui-

. dick as carefully, and the

point is we did. And the
point is that the Kennedys
were probably as mad atus
‘as the administration is —
and . they still are to.some
extent. They. used to say
that somebody at Newsweek
had’ something against the
Kennedys and that the Post
was reporting too toughly.
Mrs. Graham’s major role
in the Watergate coverage
was to work through her edi-
tors.as a sort of dev11’s ad-
vocate.

“] went down to see Ben

.
4 ]

(Ben Bradlee, executive edi-
tor of the Post) constantly
through the summer and fall
espec1ally the fall, of
course when the campaign
heated up and the stories got
tougher 'in their reporting.

“My role ‘was to make

| : ; ;
| sure we were being fair and
we were being factual and

we Wele being accurate. 1

had _toi ask every single
questlon that I could thmk of
hecausei-the-. reputation of
the paper -was clearly at

" stake.”

Mrs. Graham describes
her own method of operating
as hiring good people and
then letting them run things.
She derﬁands 10 be kept fully
mfoxmed on issues on both
ihe edxtorlal and business
sides of the newspaper, and .
she retains for herself the
final decisions on major pol-
icy questions.

Bradlee says Mrs. Gra-
ham is ‘‘terrific. She’s got
brains, | guts and there ought
to be a helluva lot more like
her in pubhs]:ung -

There have been reports
from some employes that
Kay Graham’s goal is tore-
place The New York Times
as the national newspaper in
this country.

Mrs. .Graham, however
demes that she wants to
make the Post a national
newspaper.

“I guess 1 would like peo-

ple to think of us as the best
but=¥ ‘would qualify-that by
saying-T-really think that we
have to do that in quite a
different way than TH&New
York Times. I hope we will
get a national reputation,
but our base is local and our
primary purpose is to be a
local newspaper.”

Mrs, Graham and The
Washington. Post have

mightily impressed at least ..

two key men at The New
York Times .— publisher
Arthur Ochs Sulzberger and

i vice président James Res-’

ton.

“The' Post is a first-class
newspaper,” says Sulzber-
ger:-“1 admire her and.Fm
high*on her personally. She
has a great head on her



shoulders.” .
. " most biting criticism: ‘“The !
e 1s stipérh,” $4ys Res- - Washington Post does _a|

ton; “When you, realize @e ¥ g L0
credible job 'in -‘eoverine
enormous tragedy tha oilmd the worldg.

ping into the of-
aving trouble.get-
ditor on the phone.

She added, however that

broight about her elevatwn , the Post fails mi-| she really doesn’t know ham,” T yelled to
to,. ‘he top job_at the Post - in efforts, if it| why o her across the newsroom,
(Her  husbandd and former makes any at all, to keep its ‘Why don’t you spend some
mﬁspnbhsher of th ediforial policy out of fts | | One of the most surpusmg money more tele-

b | things about Ka Graham i
s columns.” 5 s
.. that she is shy. Nicholas Von

 Mrs Graham became ‘an-| Hoffman, the.Post’s radical,
noyed when asked why she| slugging 'columnist, says,
hast’t remarried: “I'm not| ‘She can be friendly and
really into the women’ s, lib funny when she gets to know

thin, I.am when - Ya i

ask a quesnonhkethat You I ";x b e S ] . i
wouldn’t ask a male publish- i 'Il remember ane Whe_n I |

phones?”’

Katharine Graham: She doesn’t flinch anymore -




