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The year was 1933. FDR was President. An arch-

conservative group backed by Wall Street dollars 
approached Major General Smedley Darlington Butler, 

35-year Marine Corps veteran, two-time recipient 
of the Medal of Honor, and one of the most remarkable 

figures in American history. Their stated purpose: 
to organize a veterans' demonstration against 

Roosevelt's silver standard. Their actual intent: to form 
.an army that could, in ten days' time, take over 

the White House and turn FDR into a fascist puppet. 

"General Butler's sensational testimony was either 
ignored or ridiculed by the national press — reporter 

George Seldes to whom the book is dedicated has 
called it 'one of the most reprehensible conspiracies 

of silence in the long (and disgraceful) history of 
American journalism.'... We owe a debt of historical. 

perspective to JUles Archer for his careful recon-
struction in these days of the Watergate." 
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