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B
y
 Jam

es B
u
rn

h
am

.  

A
lthough the U

nited S
tates IS

' S
till a 

junior am
ong nations, its governm

ent, 
w

ith a continuous existence of 'nearly 
tw

o
 cen

tu
ries, is th

e o
ld

est o
n
'earth

. 
T

h
e fact o

f su
ch

 su
rv

iv
al in

 th
e face 

o
f co

lo
ssal ch

an
g
es in

 its tech
n
o
lo

g
i-

cal,-social,' and econom
ic environm

ent 
is p

ro
o
f o

f an
 asto

n
ish

in
g
 p

o
w

er o
f 

ad
ap

tatio
n
. T

h
is m

ay
 g

iv
e u

s -confi-
d
en

ce th
at o

u
r n

atio
n
 an

d
 G

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t w

ill o
n
ce

-  again m
anage,. in one 

w
ay

 o
r an

o
th

er, to
 ad

ap
t su

ccessfu
lly

 
to the 

crise d
e reg

im
e, as th

e F
ren

ch
 

w
o
u
ld

 c
a
ll it, th

a
t th

e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 
affair has becom

e. 
A

n
d
 so

 it is •d
o
in

g
. W

e h
ear, m

o
re 

an
d
 m

o
re: W

ill th
e S

en
ate h

earin
g
s 

an
d
 th

e C
o
x
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 lead

 to
 th

e 
im

p
each

m
en

t o
f th

e P
resid

en
t? T

h
is 

q
u
estio

n
 h

as alread
y
 b

een
 an

sw
ered

. 
In

 p
o
litical su

b
stan

ce R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 

h
as alread

y
 b

een
 im

p
each

ed
 an

d
 th

e 
im

p
each

m
en

t p
ro

cess is m
o
v
in

g
 fo

r-
w

ard
 in

 a fo
rm

 an
d
 m

an
n
er ap

p
ro

-
p
riate to

 'th
e 

age 
o
f m

ass -m
ed

ia. A
 

v
erd

ict w
ill b

e ren
d
ered

. 
T

h
e
 fo

rm
 Is n

o
t p

re
c
ise

ly
 th

a
t 

sketched; 	
rath

er v
ag

u
ely

 .—
 in

 th
e 

w
o
rd

s o
f th

e C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
, b

u
t it is 

sufficiently close to the spirit. 'A
 com

-
m

ittee of the S
enate, the body charged 

by the C
onstitution w

ith the responsi-
bility for im

peachm
ent, is the prim

ary 

trib
u
n
al. T

h
ro

u
g
h
 th

e m
ag

ic o
r tele-

v
isio

n
, th

e m
ass assem

b
ly

 o
f th

e citi-
zen

s b
eco

m
es, m

u
ch

 as th
e assem

b
ly

 
of citizens in the trial of S

ocrates, the 
ju

ry
. E

v
ery

o
n
e k

n
o
w

s w
h
o
 th

e d
e-

fendant is. 
T

hrough that sam
e T

V
 m

agic, coin--  
bined w

ith the m
agic of the electroni-

cally
 fed

 p
ress, th

e d
efen

d
an

t can
 at 

any tim
e and as fully as he m

ay w
ish, 

eith
er in

 h
is o

w
n
 p

erso
n
 o

r th
ro

u
g
h
 

h
is a

tto
rn

e
y
s, p

ro
x
ie

s, frie
n
d
s o

r 
ag

en
ts, co

m
m

u
n
icate h

is o
w

n
 case to

 
th

e sittin
g
 ju

ry
. T

h
is h

e m
ay

 d
o
 v

ia 
the S

enate com
m

ittee, w
hose ears and 

atten
d
an

t cam
eras are o

p
en

 to
 w

h
at-

ev
er u

se h
e m

ay
 w

ish
 to

 m
ak

e' o
f 

th
em

. If h
e p

refers, h
e m

ay
 su

m
m

o
n
 

th
e g

lo
b
al ey

es o
f th

e cam
eras at an

y
 

m
o
m

en
t h

e w
ish

es to
 an

y
 p

lace an
d
 

tim
e of his choosing. 

T
he -evidence and the argum

ents are 
not all in,, and the tim

e for the verdict 
therefore not yet- arrived. B

ut the ver-
d
ict w

ill co
m

e, ev
en

 if th
e d

efen
d
an

t 
p
lead

s a m
eta-F

ifth
 am

en
d
m

en
t. It 

w
ill b

e sig
n
aled

 b
y
 th

e o
p
in

io
n
 p

o
lls 

an
d
 b

y
 th

e p
u
b
lic attitu

d
es, w

o
rd

s, 
an

d
 actio

n
s o

f m
em

b
ers o

f C
o
n
g
ress, 

"leading F
itizens," and other political 

sensitiyes. A
nd it w

ill be unavoidable. 
T

he P
resident'S

 "approve" rating has 
d
ro

p
p
ed

 fro
m

 its Jan
u
ary

 6
8
 p

er cen
t 

to 44 per cent as of a fortnight before 
th

e Jo
h
n
 D

ean
 testim

o
n
y
. If it is co

n
- 

tin
u
in

g
 d

o
w

n
, an

d
 if m

o
re an

d
 m

o
re 

o
f th

e sen
sitiv

es im
p
o
se T

h
e S

ilen
ce, 

as so
m

e are alread
y
 d

o
in

g
 ("In

 o
u
r 

v
isits to

 Illin
o
is an

d
 C

alifo
rn

ia, w
e 

w
ere stu

n
n
ed

 b
y
 th

e fact th
at n

o
t a 

single R
epublican, political, liberal or 

co
n
serva

tive, h
a
d
 a

 w
o
rd

 o
f d

efen
se 

to 
sa

y fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t," 

reported 
E

y
an

s an
d
 N

o
v
ak

, w
ith

 th
at u

n
d
er-

lin
in

g
, Ju

n
e 2

0
), th

en
 R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
 

w
ill be unable to govern. H

e w
ill have 

to resign. If he does not, C
ongress w

ill 
com

plete the process of im
peachm

ent 
in

 sh
o
rt o

rd
er acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e p

re- 
scribed form

alities. 	
.
4
1
 

If further w
itnesses, spokesm

en and 
ev

id
en

ce, an
d
 th

e P
resid

en
t h

im
self 

succeed in reviving his credibility, his 
m

o
ral stan

d
in

g
, an

d
 h

is leg
itim

acy
 in

 
the eyes of the jurors—

and the signals 
w

ould in that event be no less plain—
h
is ab

ility
 as w

ell as h
is rig

h
t to

 g
o
v
-

ern
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e v

in
d
icated

. N
o
th

in
g
 

fu
rth

er w
o
u
ld

 b
e h

eard
 o

f a fo
rm

al 
im

peachm
ent proceeding. 

T
he S

enate hearings are being held, 
as every housew

ife know
s, during the 

so
ap

-o
p
era h

o
u
rs. N

atu
rally

 so
. S

o
ap

 
o
p
era is th

e fo
rem

o
st art fo

rm
 o

f th
e 

electro
n
ic ag

e. H
o
w

 else b
u
t as so

ap
 

o
p
era co

u
ld

 w
e p

ro
d
u
ce "T

h
e 'Im

-
peachm

ent of a P
resident"? 

Ja
m

es B
u
rn

h
a
m

 is a
n
 ed

ito
r o

f 
N

a-
tiona/ R

eview
. T

his article also appears 
today 

in
 th

e R
eview

's B
u
lletin

. 


